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2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September 20 22
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S.

Junior Member meetings: 6 p.m. before the General Meeting
Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last Thursday of each month!
The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Leaf Lookers’ Gemboree Dates:

October 21-23 Friday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday noon-5 p.m.
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ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 25,

AT 6:30 PM. WE WILL HAVE OURMONTHLY
MEETING AT THE MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY CENTER ON HIGHWAY 441
SOQUTH. OUR GUEST SPEAKER WILL BE KIM
COCHRAN FROM GEORGIA WHO WILL
GIVE A BRIEF HISTORY ON GEOLOGY AND
WILL ASSIST MEMBERS IN ROCK
IDENTIFICATION. SO BRING THOSE
QUESTIONABLE ROCKS AND MINERALS TO
CHALLENGE HIM. KIM IS A PERSONABLE
PERSON WHQ ENJOYS SHARING HIS
PASSION FOR ROCKS & MINERALS.

September Birthdays

2 ~ Rick Baughman
9 - Marie Tsacrios

: 13 - Helen Coe
/ e - James Granato
13 ~ Henry Donikows¥i
i 20 - Edgar Wing

30 ~ Denis Pernard

September Anniversaries

Jack & Brenda Jungles

September’s Alternate Birthstone - Lapis Lazuli
By Ted Robles for THE MMOUNTAIN GEM

Lapis Lazuli is a blue rock whose primary component is
Lazurite, a mineral of complex structure, being Sodium
Calcium Aluminum Silicate Sulfate Sulfide.  Its
hardness 1s 5.5, Specific Gravity 2.40+.02, uneven
fracture, poor dodecahedral cleavage, pale blue streak,
rarely occurs in crystals. Nearly always associated with
Calcite and pyrite.  The finest Lapis comes from
Afghanistan; other notable sources are Russia and
China; it has also been found in Iran and Italy, Mexico,
Colorado and California.  While the fifth stone of
Aaron’s breastplate (Exodus 39) is given as “Sappir,”
usually rendered as “Sapphire,” both Pliny and
Theophrastus describe it as a deep blue stone with
golden spots, which can only be Lapis, the golden spots
being the pyrite which is nearly always associated with
it. Since it is an opaque stone, it 1s mostly cut en
cabochon when prepared as jewelry; it has also been
made into ornamental figurines and appears
prominently in the Egyptian “Book of the Dead” as
Amulets helping the spirit on its journey to the blessed

realms. Powdered, it is the pigment “Ultramarine,”
although synthetic Ultramarine has lately supplanted it.

Metaphysically, it is a “Brow Chakra” stone, aiding in
the energizing of the “Third Eye.” However, research
has revealed that there are two types of people; Lapis,
and Sodalite (wherein Chlorine 1s substituted for
Sulfur.) I you are a Sodalite person, Lapis will
allegedly give you a headache, while if you are a Lapis
person, Sodalite will “Space” you. True or not, it is
doubtful that either effect is noticeable anywhere except
when worn as an ornament in the center of the forehead,
an unusual spot for jewelry, nowadays. But its
metaphysical properties aside, and whether or not a
person was born in September, it i1s a handsome stone,
and deserves a place in anyone’s store of costume
pieces.

Sources:

Kunz, G.F., The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; 1913;
Dover, New York

Prinz et als, Simon & Schuster’s Guide to Rocks and
Minerals; 1978 Simon & Schuster, New York
Sinkankas, J., Mineralogy, A First Course, 1966; D.
Van Nostrand; Princeton, New Jersey

The Holy Bible

The Franklin Gem & Mineral Society wishes to
welcome the following new members:

Shaina Candace Sable

83 Heathwood Lane

Franklin, NC 23734

349-0642

Sharon John

48 Rock Quarry Road
Franklin, NC
369-0161

Eugene King

166 Pinecone Lane
Canton, NV 28716
828-648-4475

Dan, Linda & Chris {Gee) Bibb
70 Mar Bob Trail

Otto, NC 28763

349-1111

Update information:
Maggie Vendrell’s home phone to call only after 6 p.m.
349-6317

Please add information to your 2005 membership list.

Mary Bedrick, Membership Chairman
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2005 GEMBOREE
by Fred Plesner, Gemboree Chairman

The first thing I have to say is "Thank You!" to
each and every one of you who had any participation in
this event. Many of you had small parts, some larger
parts, all of which were important. I want each of you
to understand that the sum of all the small parts make
the whole.

Preparation  of  food, planning, hosting,
demonstrating, set-up, take-down, making 'phone calls,
museum hosting, running errands, etc., are all important
and necessary.

We will have to do this again in October for our
"Leaflookers' Gemboree." We have been doing this for
forty years; you have the skills, talents, and know-how.
This 1s my second year as Show Chairman, and I look
forward to working with each of you again. You have
made the task much easier.

I wish to give special thanks to Jack Jungles, our
Assistant Gemboree Chairman, for the long hours he
put in, his electrical knowledge, and his swift handling
of a security problem; to Ray Behr, for his steady
coolness and advice; to IFred Rasmusson for his much
needed advice, and to Mary Bedrick for being there
when I needed her.

Most of you have heard at least one or more
rumors about the events that occurred, so some
explanation is in order. One of our dealers' employees
had a mental breakdown, which resulted in her being
committed for psychiatric care.

For those of vou who were not present, additional
details will be presented at our next general meeting,
For those of you who were present, the calm manner in
which vou carried out your functions speaks well of
you. Again, my heartfelt thanks to all.

Linda Behr, President and Editor

I am not going to comment on the Gemboree
because of Fred’s article. He says it alll I want to
include a great big thanks to the members AN
that hosted at the museum during this
very “stretching” time.

If you are unable to
meet your commitment of
hosting at the Museum, please try to find
a replacement; we do not have a calendar chairman. If
you need suggestions of names, please contact Jack
Jungles or one of the Board members.

If don’t have a key to the Museum and are hosting,
please contact one of the names on the door (i.e. Linda
Behr, Fred Plesner, Ted Robles, etc.).

-~

Newsletter deadline
is September 1*.

L)
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Dixie Mineral Council Field Trip to
Rose Creeks Mine

By Wally Smith, Field Trip Chairman

Franklin Gem & Mineral Society members that attended
the SFMS field trip were: Linda Behr, Dan and Linda
Bibb and Chris Gee, Lonnie and Nancy Stalcup, Marty
Martinez, Joe Muncher, and Wally and Doris Smith.
Approximately 17 people came to the Rose Creek mine
field trip on Saturday July 23, which we hosted for the
SFMS. Everyone went home happy with the "treasures"
they found. The door prizes supplied by Linda and Tom
Sterrett owners of the Rose Creek Mine were won by:
M.C. Sparks from Nashville, Tenn. (a round large
Garnet). Dan Bibb of Otto, N.C. won a Kyanite
specimen, Roger Lorts of Decatur, Ga. won a Skelatal
Quartz; Junior Member, Aimee Lorts also won a
Kyanite specimen. The final prize was a beautiful piece
of Unakite, which was won by Junior Member
Katherine Addison from Alpharetta, Ga. Also in
attendance were people from Mobile Al, Charlotte,
N.C. and Franklin N.C.

Word from Our Workshop Manager, Wally Smith
TUMBLERS

We have a wvibrating tumbler for polishing small
amounts of stones. There 1s also a large barrel tumbler
for larger polishing. There is no charge for using the
tumblers. We have for sale the necessary grits to do the
job. All you need are the stones to polish.

The Corresponding Secretary shall be
responsible for the mailing of appropriate
sympathy and get well cards, thank you
notes and any other correspondence as
directed by the President. In addition, upon
the absence of the Recording Secretary, the
Corresponding Secretary shall assume the
role and responsibilities of Recording
Secretary

When there are items to be filed, this
job will fall to the Corresponding Secretary. The filing
cabinet is in the office. There is very little filing as most
officers do their own filing.

The Corresponding Secretary should attend every
Board Meeting and General Meeting. If unable to attend
a meeting, the President must be notified. A quorum is
required at each meeting.
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board Meeting Of July 19, 2005
{Condensed for publication)

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Franklin
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by
president Linda Behr at 6:30 p.m. on July 19, 2005, in
the museum Meeting Room. Present were: Ray Behr,
Ted Robles, Mary Bedrick, Jack Jungles, Claire Miller,
Dean and Fred Plesner, Wally Smith, and Barbara
Wing. Absent were Linda Smith and Bruce Siegfried.

A note of correction for the June newsletter was to the
correct spelling of a visitor's name: Treisback instead of
Treisbed.

Museum Jack Jungles: We did receive the bench
donated by the Rasmussons, and it has been placed out
front. An updated sign for the door side of the museum
1s in the plans. Goshen Timber will hang it for us.

Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner, nothing to
report.

Librarian Dean Plesner: No report

Membership Mary Bedrick: Three new members
joined at June meeting.

Gemboree Fred Plesner: Have met several times with
Chamber of Commerce. Have 27 dealers signed up.
Food service still a problem, but we will have food.
Non-profit organizations are allowed use once a month.
The permit will be issued in the name of the Gem
Society (Chamber has used up their permit). Chamber
of Commerce will provide the food service and
someone to man the booth.

Demonstrators: We could use a few more people.

Have checked the trailer; combination has not been
changed to the gate.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr reported club income of
$814.48 ($900 received from table rentals and $147
from ring raffle Total museum income $707.14.
($289.10 donations, gift shop $793. Total net profit
$1522.30. (See detailed report on file or at General
Meeting.)

Nominating committee report. Still need Recording
Secretary.

Awards Committee Ted Robles and Claire Miller on
working on Honorary Life Members.

Proposals for stocking magnets and postcards for gift
shop turned down.

Linda Behr noted that we are on the website of
ETravelogue.com. This is a free service.

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned
at 7:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary

(The Mountain Gem editor comments: the below information
was obtained from the Internet and after checking to see if it
was a HOAX, I found that it is an authentic request for cell
phone owners.)

A paramedic, Bob Brotchie who works
as a clinical team leader for East
Anglian Ambulance NHS Trust has
launched a campaign (sponsored by
Vodafone's annual Life Savers Awards)
to get people to store "In Case of
Emergency” (ICE) information in items
that have become ubiquitous in many parts of the world:
cell phones. The scheme proposes that people enter
ICE information into the address books of their cell
phones, whereby emergency workers can retrieve it.
(This campaign is not a recent request.)

According to Vodafone:

More than 75 percent of people carry no details of
whom they would like telephoned following a serious
accident.

Mr. Vodafone, who has been a paramedic for 13 years,
said: “I was reflecting on some of the calls T've
attended at the roadside where 1T had to look through
the mobile phone contacts struggling for information
on a shocked or injured person. "It's difficult to know
who to call. Someone might have "mum" in their
phone book but that doesn't mean they'd want them
contacted 1n an emergency. " Almost everyone carries a
mobile phone now, and with ICE we'd know
immediately who to contact and what number to ring.
The person may even know of their medical history."

For information on current classes being offered at
Wildacres go to www.amfed.org/stms and click on the
Wildacres site or look on the museum bulletin board.







