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THE M & MINERAL
SCGCIETY  WILL MEET OGN
THURSIAY, APRIL ZO0YH AT
3G PM, N THE MACON
COUNTY COMMUNITY BLDG.

ON HWY 4418,

LANDA SMITH, CO-OWNER OF
THE SHEFFIELD MINE WILL
SIVE A HISTORY OF MINING
iN MACON COURTY.

SOMETHING NWEW: BRING A
GARNET ¥TOR “SHOW AND

TELLw. BRAG

RETRESHMENTS WIiLL BE

SUPPLIED B8Y FELLOW CLUB
MEMBERS,

MAY

BIRTHDAYS

2 Carl Chorpening

5 Chick Snyder

13 John Wilson

17 MaryAnne Zoeckler
29 Quinton King

ANNIVERSARIES
10 Lonnie & Nancy Stalcup
13 Ray & Linda Behr
13 John & Carolyn Wilson

MAY'S BIRTHSTONE - EMERALD
By Ted Robles,
The Gem & Minerdl Society of Frankling NC Inc.
Jor The Mountain Gem

Think green - May’s meadows are a
green riot, so it is only fitting that the Emerald,
famously the “Green” stone, is selected as the
birthstone for May. Mineralogically, it is “Only” a
“Green Beryl” — Beryllium Aluminum Silicate,
colored green by a trace of Chromium or Iron, in
the Hexagonal system, moderately heavy (Specific
Gravity 2.7240.9), hard (7.5 — 8), vitreous luster.
FRAGILE!  [The story goes that when the
Conquistadores overran Peru, the soldiers would
trade with the Incas for Emeralds; then, fearing
that they might have been cheated, would show the
stone to a priest, who would “Know™ the real thing
(as they did!). The Priest would say, “Well, let’s
see — a real emerald is a strong stone” and strike it
with a hammer. Of course it broke, and the priest
would say “Junk” and throw the pieces into the
trash. Later, of course, he would retrieve them and
send them back to Spain. Such pieces were the
source of much of the Church’s wealth ]
Nowadays, of course, most Emeralds come from
Colombia, although large high-quality stones have
been found in North Carolina. A “Flawless” large
emerald is almost a contradiction. Nearly all large
emeralds have what are known as “Gardens,”
being impurities of one sort or another, so most
emeralds are cut to minimize these flaws. In fact,
a “Flawless” large emerald is almost certain to be
synthetic, or even actually garnet, tourmaline, or
sapphire. (The so-called “Oriental Emerald” is a
green sapphire.) The stone is nevertheless among
the most valuable, large emeralds being more
costly than diamonds of the same weight. But
even small emeralds have their own beauty, and a
person with a May birthday need not be
intimidated by the cost of the birthstone, some
very attractive pieces are made with smaller stones
and may be purchased relatively
inexpensively. If May is your birthday,
by all means search out a piece of
Emerald jewelry you can wear and be
joyful! There are few stones as
beautiful; metaphysically, it is the color
of the Heart Chakra, and is the symbol
of unselfish love. Wear it in good
health!

Ted Robles
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

Last month we experienced sadness with our
beloved previous president, Eleanor Davis® passing
away. Her health declined a great deal this past
year. Celia Fox was a very close friend of
Eleanor’s and she agreed to write an article for the
newsletter. Through the years, Eleanor served as
president longer than anyone. Her gentleness was
one of her greatest attributes. Everyone loved her!
She always tried to be fair to all members and
would listen to a member’s request or complaint
and then trv to resolve the situation in a fair way.

On March 15" Representative Michael Decker
from Walker, North Carolina made a visit to our
museum and conducted a meeting with several
local mine owners and club members. We had a
very  productive  morning — meeting  with
Representative Decker who explained the needed
support from all state voters for his proposal of a
map showing minerals, fossils, and gold sources in
our state. He requested that we write our
representatives: Roger West, Phil Haire, and Bob
Carpenter to support his upcoming request for this
map. Since so many factories are closing, there 1s a
need to bring revenues to our state with the
tourism industry. There are plans that the web site,
visitNC.com will show the links to mines and rock
shops in our area. Our museum will also be linked.
After the meeting, Jack Jungles, Ray Behr, Fred
Plesner and Linda Smith joined Representative
Decker in wvisiting several local mines. After
spending the day in Franklin, one of his comments
was that he wants to return and bring his family as
the town offers so much for the family.

May 1% is our Seasonal Opening Day. We will
have refreshments and door prizes for our visitors.
Members are invited to visit the museum and take
advantage of previewing and purchasing gift shop
items at a 10% discount. This discount will
continue through the year to all members.

Jenna Smith received the Rotarian Student of the
Month award in March. We are very proud of
Jenna.

Some of our members will be attending the Graves
field trip. We look forward to their reporting their
experiences to us in the near future.

Thank you to Nancy Stalcup for making covers for
our facet machines.

Words could never express the thanks to Linda
Smith and Ray Behr for establishing the museum’s
web page! www. fgmm.org. Once the inquirer logs
on to our site, they can obtain information on our
society and even read our monthly newsletter. As a
result of this site, I'm hoping that this year we will
have a surplus of visitors.

Summer hosts: please contact Jack Jungles to sign
up for hosting during May. We need your help. We
would like to have our May calendar filled at our
April meeting!

Committee meeting: April 17" at 1 p.m.

Education Report by Debra Siegfried

"You are seeing something no human eye has ever
seen before." This
statement was heard by 52
Rabun Gap High School
Freshman, on March 9-12,
2004, Words echoed by
Fred ©Plesner, as he
instructed these students
in cutting geodes. New
club members Ronnie and Nancy Stalcup and
Mary Bedrick experienced hosting the museum
tour for the students. We thank them as well as
“older” club members for the fine instruction in
faceting, wire wrapping, and cabochon cutting.

Save our summers is a group of families and
educational professionals encouraging North
Carolina to pass a law requiring school to start the
Tuesday after Labor Day. For more information,
go to the website: www.saveoursummers.com

{bv Swami Bevondanande)

6. If we want world peace, we must let go of our
attachments and truly live like nomads. That's
where I no mad at you, you no mad at me. That
way, there'll surely be nomadness on the planet.
And peace begins with each of us. A little peace
here, a little peace there, pretty soon all the peaces
will fit together to make one big peace

everywhere.
fvia Internet)







