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ON THURSDAY, APRIL 28,

AT 6:30 PM. WE WILL HAVE OUR
MONTHLY MEETING AT THE
MACON COUNTY COMMUNITY
CENTER ON HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH.

BRING THAT SPECIAL
“BRAGGIN” ROCK THAT YOU
WANT TO TELL OTHER CLUB

MEMBERS.

WE WILL ALSO LISTEN TO THE
RADIO INTERVIEW THAT WAS
DONE RECENTLY WITH OUR CLUB
MEMBERS.

MAY CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYD
2 ~ Carl Chorpening
‘ 5 ~ Chick Snyder
/ T ~ Mary Anne Zoeckler
s 20 - Fred Fasmusson
M\ 29 - Quinton King
ANNIVERSARIED

10 - Lonnie & Naney Htalcup

13 ~ Ray & Linda Pehr

W ~ Fred & Frances Rasmusson
25 ~ Joe & Ina Raye Muncher

MAY’S ALTERNATE BIRTHSTONE...
CHRYSOPRASE

By Ted Robles for THE MMOUNTAIN GEM

An internet search for an alternate birthstone for May
gives “Agate” Since the color of choice for the
birthstone is green, what better choice could there be
than Chrysoprase, an apple-green agate?
Mineralogically  speaking, it is crypto-crystalline
quartz, Specific Gravity 2.62+.02 translucent to nearly
transparent, waxy luster, hardness 7.0, conchoidal
fracture, no cleavage. Green, color apparently due to
either oxides or complex silicates of nickel. Esthetically
speaking, it is an outstandingly beautiful semi-precious
stone, which can be cut into attractive cabochons,
beads, or any of a number of “Art objects.” It is one of
the stones which are called “Jade” by Chinese carvers.

Metaphysically speaking, it is strengthening to the heart
chakra, and may be worn as a ring or a pendant. It is
found in many locales, but by far the most attractive
stones come from Australia. [If you are looking for an
alternate to the less durable but more expensive
emerald, Chrysoprase would seem to be an excellent
choice.
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Some selections from “Carnival of the Amimals “ as

crafted by Ogden Nash.

Camille Saint-Saéns was racked with pains,
When people addressed him as “Saint-Sains.”
He held the Human Race to blame

Because it could not pronounce his name.

So he turned with metronome and fife

To glorify other forms of life.

Be silent please, for here begins

His salute to feathers, furs, and fins.

THE LION
The Lion is the king of beasts
And husband of the Lioness;
Gazelles, and things on which he feasts
Address him as “Your Hioness.”
There are those who admire that roar of his
In the African jungles and veldts,
But I think wherever a lion 1s,
I’d rather be somewhere eldts.

THE ROOSTER
The Rooster 1s a roistering hoodlum;
His battlecry 1s “Cock-a-doodlum.”
Hands in pockets, cap over eye
He whistles at pullets passing by.

THE ONAGER
Have vou ever harked to the jackass wild
Which scientists call the onager?
It sounds like the laugh of an 1diot child,
Or a hep-cat on a harmonnager.
But do not sneer at the jackass wild;
There is method in his “Hee-Haw,”
For with maidenly blush and accents mild
The JTenny ass answers, “She-Haw.”

THE COW
The Cow 1s of the bovine ilk;
One end 1s “Moo,” the other, milk.
(More later, when we need to fill a space)
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

Again I ask club members to read the Minutes
from the Board meeting and the General meeting. If you
want to know what’s happening with this club it’s
pertinent that you take the time to read them. (Gee, do I
sound like a mother hen?)

We will have the may hosting sign-up sheet at
the April meeting. PLEASE sign up to host. If you
cannot attend the meeting but can still host, please
contact Lori Sackman or Jack Jungles.

Linda Smith is doing a great job as “education”
chairman. She had everything organized for when the
Rabun Gap School students wvisited in March. Fred
Plesner contacted the Franklin Press; the reporter took
pictures of the students and demonstrators. Fred gave
demonstrations on geode slicing, Ted Robles on
cabochon;, Ray Behr on faceting; Linda Smith on wire
wrapping an arrowhead; and Elizabeth Siegfried on
making a wire wrapped ring. Students were given one
of each item that they made. At the end of their visit, a
name was drawn and they were given a “special”
momentum of their visit to our museum. Besides the
demonstrators, we had three days of hosts. Thanks to all
for a fantastic display of support for the visitors.

Several other days, we had people come by the
museum while WE WERE CLOSED and request to tour
our museum. One family drove all the way from
Murphy. Yes, we gave them a free tour.

During the March meeting, we enjoyed our out
of town wvisitors. Rockhounds can come together like
“ole” family friends and have a grand time.

When you come into the Museum, you may
notice that we have a beautiful large display case in the
gift shop. The new owners Cliff and Gail Harris of
Stewart’s Jewelry have donated several cases to our
museum.

Ina Rave Muncher will be helping Dean
Pleasner with the library. We all appreciate her
volunteering as we update the library.

A preat big thanks to Ted Robles for
condensing the minutes for the newsletter since I was
out of town. The complete minutes as presented by
Barbara Wing are always filed in the office in the
“Minutes”™ filing drawer.

Below is a source of where to go for your
individual contacts to stop the Senate Bill 263 (S 263)
Paleontological Resources Preservation Act
http:/fwww house. gov/writerep/
http://www senate gov/general/contact information/sen
ators_cfm.cfm

(Source of some of the above content was taken from
http:/ www.aaps.net/legislative-alert. htm and the March 2005
issue of the A.F M.S. Newsletter via THE LODESTAR.)

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY
NEWSLETTER WILL BE < 2
MAY 9™, MONDAY. N
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Silent Auction and Auction Planned for
May General Meeting

A beautiful spring day, as you think about your spring-
cleaning please remember our May General Meeting.
Anything can be donated, hobby related or not, mineral
specimens, jewelry, books, lapidary
equipment, tools and materials.
Please think of someone
to invite for an evening of fun.
Also as you begin cleaning
up the vards or garage, please
remember small minerals, slab cuts,
etc. are being collected to make packets for the visiting
school children and children that attend the gem shows.
Donations may be left at the museum or call Debra
Siegfried, for May Auction (349-3877) or Linda Smith
for Education (369-8383).
PLEASE MARK THEM WITH YOUR NAME AND
THAT IT IS EITHER FOR THE MAY AUCTION
OR EDUCATION!
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Dinosaurs in Antarctica

Two teams of fossil hunters working independently in
Antarctica have discovered bones of two previously
unknown types of dinosaurs. An eight foot tall theropod
or running dinosaur, a carnivore related to T. Rex, was
discovered by Judd Case of 3t Mary’s College and
James Martin of South Dakota’s School of Mines on
James Ross Island. Millions of years ago, the climate of
this island was much like present-day northern
Califorma. Thousands of miles inland, 13,000 feet up
Mt. Kirkpatrick near the Beardmore Glacier, William
Hammer and his crew located the remains of a primitive
sauropod, or herbivore, estimated to be about six to
seven feet tall and 30 feet long when alive. Millions of
years ago, before tectonic uplift, this site had been a soft
riverbed.

Source: Ref: NSF FPress Release 04-025 at

www.nst.govod/pa/newsroom/pr.cfm?ni=52;
vig THE PEGMATITE 4/2004
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The Franklin Gem & Mineral Society Board Meeting Of March 29, 2005

Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Franklin Gem
and Mineral Society called to order at 6:30 PM by
President Linda Behr; present were: Ray Behr, Fred &
Dean Plesner, Ted Robles, Linda Smith, Bruce
Siegfried, Mary Bedrick, Chip Sackman and Barbara
Wing.

Treasurer’s Report Ray Behr: Club deficit: $263.02;
museum deficit $181.27 total $444.29.

Museum Report Jack Jungles had dental surgery. John
Haves worked on some equipment.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner sent get-well
card to Jack Jungles; thanks to Rabun Gap for their
generous donation; thanks to Goshen Timber for the
partition between the buildings.

Librarian Dean Plesner: The magazine "Wire Artist"
will no longer be a hard copy but a series on our
website. This will be for a period of 6-9 months. Dean
will check into to find out how much they owe us. Ted
Robles made a motion that Dean will make decision in
this matter and we will agree with whatever she does;
Linda Smith seconded; all in favor; passed.

Membership Mary Bedrick: Nothing to report.

Education: Linda Smith: Rabun Gap school came 3
days to tour museum and gave donation of $200. Field
trip coming up this coming Tuesday (Peachtree
Elementary). Cullasaja Elementary is May 2nd.

OLD BUSINESS:

Bruce Siegfried went to Smoky Mountain Visitor
Center. Was quoted $200 per year for a full
membership. Presently impossible; annual booklet
already printed. Will check on cost of inclusion on
website.

Sesquicentennial Parade date is May 28th, (the
Saturday parade). Fred will check into possibility of a
banner for the parade.

Installation Banquet is September 22, 2005 at the
Party Zone. It is already reserved.

Hosting for the Chamber of Commerce After Hours
is September 29th. People to bring finger food and we
need door prizes.

NEW BUSINESS:
Dillon has received a scholarship for lapidary school.

With a shortage of parking spaces, we would like
another parking space for hosts. 1t 1s $10.00 per month.

Ted Robles read Standing Rule # 19 regarding the
checking out of our tumblers. Board approved.

Ted also reported on the PALEO bill introduced to the
US Senate under Bill S 263, making it a crime to pick
up anything in the wvertebrate class, on US property,
whereby you could be arrested, jailed, your car
confiscated. Ted will prepare a letter-petition to present
at the next general meeting (Thursday, March 31)

Another letter-petition will be prepared regarding the
cancellation of the Golden Age Passport cards for
seniors to park at the National Parks and Public Lands
and creating a card an "America The Beautiful" card at
a cost of $100 per year per person We need to have this
legislation repealed; it was included in a 3000 page
appropriations bill at the last moment.

Ray Behr; Preparing for Museum opening. Christmas
lights are down, coverings off of windows. People
already want to visit Museum; had a group of 8 not long
ago. Can we consider opening on Saturday throughout
the year? We need to have the window frames facing
the parking places painted.

Bruce; upstairs cases are cleaned; actual cleanup of the
building remains.

Fred: we need a small glass case for the jail key, Chip
Sackman will provide.

Linda: we need to take care of the yard before we open.

Meeting adjourned 8 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing,

Recording Secretary
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The Franklin Gem And Mineral Society General Meeting

The March general meeting of the Franklin Gem and
Mineral Society was called to order by President Linda.
Behr on Thursday, March 31, 2005, at 6:30 PM. 28
members and 14 visitors (Jerry Rowland, Joe Forman,
Martha Rogers, Denise West, Pat Brown, Tom Brown,
Al Vendrell, Dave Hoggatt, Georgia Hoggatt, Ina
Eckhoff, Charles Eckhoff, George Egger, Nancy Egger
and Don Smith) were present Ted Robles spoke on two
petition-letters he had drawn up for presentation to
Congress;

1. Recent legislation to cancel the Golden Age
Passports and Golden Access passes to National Parks
and Public Lands throughout the nation (which was
$10.00 for lifetime pass). In exchange, Congress has
created an " America the Beautiful" card at $100.00 per
person per year. This was tacked onto a mammoth
appropriations bill 3000 pages long. This needs to be
repealed.

2. New Paleo Preservation Bill: Bill $263 introduced
into the Senate, making it a crime to pick up anything
like 'paleo vertebrates' (for instance, shark's teeth). For
this, you could be arrested, jailed and fined and your car
impounded. This same bill was introduced in 2003. We
need to stop this.

Both petitions were passed around for signing.
TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: club deficit
$263.02, museum deficit $181.27, total deficit for the
month of $444.29 Major items were a 4 drawer file
cabinet ($127.19) and postage for the newsletter
($111.00), utilities $271.16. .

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner:
sent get-well card to Jack Jungles, thanks to Rabun Gap
for their donation and to Goshen Timber for the
partition between the buildings.

LIBRARIAN Dean Plesner: We are doing fine. Has
gone through Maurice Phillippe's books.

CURATOR Bruce Siegfried. May will be our Auction.
Anything goes, not only rocks. Cleaning of the museum
date not set. Upstairs cases all cleaned;, Mary Bedrick
will be working with a crew for the downstairs. Update
on Jack Jungles: He had two teeth extracted; he is doing
better. Has to go back to Asheville next week. John
Haves has done some work on our equipment; Ray Behr
has removed the Christmas lights and the plastic on the
windows. We now have a partition between the
buildings; will have another one done at the other end. .

GIFT SHOP Debra Siegfried : We have been doing
very well with specimens donated by club members.
Don't throw anything away! If we don't use it in the
museum or the gift shop, we can use it for the children.
We still have a 10% member discount on purchases.
Last winter, we had people calling us back after visiting
the museum to have us please send an item to them and
enclosing a check. Ray Behr added a note to say that we
had sold $200 out of the gift shop and we are not yet
open.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ray Behr reported that he met the new owners of
Stewart's Jewelry, thev gave him a display case. Ray
noted for the new members that our operating budget
for the year 1s $16,000. .

The Board of directors has decided that we will
participate in the Sesquicentennial parade Saturday May
28th.

The local radio station has a program on Saturdavs on
people who make a difference and thev contacted the
Gem and Mineral Society. Four members were
interviewed about a half hour. We will hear this
program next month at the meeting.

Ted Robles presented Standing Rule # 19 regarding
Tumblers. Gaye White donated much of late husband
Iim's things to the museum; among them were tumblers.
Molly Miller made a motion that we accept the
Standing Rule; John Spears seconded it; all in favor and
motion passed.

We are going to participate in the Chamber of
Commerce After Hours which will be the last Thursday
of the month (September 29th). We need food and door
prizes. The Installation Banquet will be September 22nd
at the Party Zone, covered dish.

Door prizes were won by: Denise West, Chris Vendrell,
Molly Miller and Joan Klosinski..

Gloria Durfey presented a splendid slide program
showing her wvisit to Australia, after which we had
refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing,
Recording Secretary






