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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogica Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
NC, 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. The schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The
Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.

The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.

The museum is open May 1 through October 31.

Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

November through April: Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gemis $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles (proof reader and assembler), Elizabeth
Siegfried (proof reader, runs off pages and helps with assembling). Articles written by members of our
club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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April Meeting:

Date: April 24

Day: Thursday

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Where: Macon County Community
Facilities Bldg.

Program By club member, Alex Solimine

Topic: Paledlithic Research pertaining to
the origins of man. Histalk will cover our earliest
beginnings to the Pleistocene Era, over 12,000 year
ago, based on recent findings from Biblical
Archaeology.

Alex will have available free material handouts,
samples and some pre-historic points for purchase.

The refreshments will be Alex’s own “Italian
inventions.” Something we won’t want to miss.

To contact him for information: 828-332-0138
or rockrelics@yahoo.com.

May Celebrations

Birthdays
5 — Anamay
Rossomando \ |
5 — Chick Snyder /
15— Alex Solimine )
17 — Mary Anne N
Zoeckler

18 — BelindaMcGuire
20 — Fred Rasmusson
29 — Quinton King

31 - Jeffery Burns

31 - Jerry Kolle

Anniversaries

5 - Ron & Anamay Rossomando
10 - Lonnie & Nancy Stalcup
13— Ray & Linda Behr

16 — Fred & Frances Rasmusson
25 — Joe & InaRaye Muncher

May Auction
Coming...Drop Off
Worthy Items In The
Museum For Mary
Bedrick

.
|§'§')n‘\

Ted Robles, President
President’s Message April 2008

Ah well — what to say? In matters of hedlth, |
am out of the pneumonia, but am still very weak —
hope to improve. Received a very nice get well
card from Doris Smith, and it seems that Wally has
had his own problems. He, too, had the upper
respiratory crud, but then upon recovery managed
to acquire a case of Shingles! (Yowch!) Doris
assures me that he is improving, and they hope to
Ssee us soon. I am certain that everyone’s good
wishes go to Wally; heis one of our Board officers,
and we need hisinput!

In the Museum, Mary Bedrick is busily engaged
in cleaning up the States Room; she has decided to
actually label the States’ shelves with the name of
the State, so as to eliminate any confusion. Maybe
telling visitors about how the room is arranged was
insufficient, so now there can be no doubt as to
whence a specimen came. Mary keeps improving
things - thanks. If anyone wishes to help in the
cleanup, give Mary acal, and make an appointment
to comein and dust the cabinet specimen.

We are in receipt of a letter from the North
Carolina Division of Tourism, Film, and Sports
Development; apparently we are now “on the map!”
| quote from a letter sent to us by Teresa Watt, the
Director of Heritage Tourism and Community
Development. “The April issue of National
Geographic Traveler, which reaches over 865,000
members nationwide, includes a pullout map
entitled ‘Driving Tours Appalachia.” - - - | am
sharing this with you because your attraction or
community was one of those featured.”

When you’re in the Museum, take a look at the
Bulletin Board in the meeting room. | am posting
both the letter and the map. | would not be the least
bit surprised if we got some visitors from it,
particularly in these days when extortionate
gasoline prices are severely restricting the total
mileage of tourism trips. At least we can hope that
it will help.

Newsletter deadlineis
May 8.
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Mineral of the Month
Tourmaline— Nature’s Potpourri
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

“Tourmaline” is not the name of a mineral. It is,
however, the name given to a minera group, of which
there are fourteen recognized varieties. These minerals
are members of a mineralogical classification known
as Cyclosilicates, because their tetrahedral Silicon
atoms are arranged in stacked circular groupings.
They are very complex in Chemica structure, and
since they all contain Boron, they are referred to as
complex borosilicates. In this respect, they may be
thought of as Nature’s first attempt to make
“Pyrex,®”which is also a complex borosilicate, if
man-made. Chemical composition of individual
members of the group will be considered later, but
mineralogically they are in the hexagona system,
even though a Tourmaline crystal may sometimes be
triangular in cross-section. The faces are curved, and
elongated, with vertical striations (grooves). Hardness,
7.0 — 7.5; Specific Gavity 3.15 £ 0.15, poor cleavage,
conchoidal fracture, luster vitreous, but oily to
resinous on fracture surfaces. Some varieties are
pleochroic, which means that they exhibit different
colors when viewed from different directions; still
others change color when the light source is changed
from natural to artificial. Some varieties, having
parallel inclusions or microscopic voids, are chatoyant
(exhibiting ‘cat’s-eye’ like flash).

When subjected to heat or pressure, the crystals
become electrically charged, i.e. thermoelectric, or
piezoelectric. In reaction to light, they vary from
transparent to opaque. They are common accessory
minerals in all forms of rocks, formed in situ in
igneous and metamorphic, or as accidental granulesin
sedimentary rocks. They are notoriously found in
pegmatites (“Giant Granites”). Occurrences are
worldwide. Tourmalines have been found on nearly
every mineral-rich area of the earth. Their chemical
composition is among the most complex in the
mineral kingdom, and | have decided that it might be
advantageous merely to give their compositions
instead of their formulas. Individualy, they are
characterized as follows:

Buergerite; Chemically, it is sodium iron
aluminum fluoroborosilicate. Named in honor of
Martin J. Buerger, MIT professor of Mineraogy.
Mostly bronze-brown, with brown streak. Brittle. It is
found only at Mexquitic, San Luis Potosi, Mexico, in
cavities in Rhyolite. The stout crystals are quite
handsome, with good cleavage possessing yellow-
brown schiller. 1t is mainly of value to the collector,
being of small lapidary interest.

Chromdravite; sodium magnesium chromium
iron hydroxy borosilicate. The chromium analog of
Dravite (below) color, tranducent green to opaque
greenish-black; streak greenish-grey. No cleavage,
vitreous to resinous luster. Found near Lake Baikal
and the Karelia District, Russia, also in Kenya, Nepal,
and Orissa, India. Not of any particular lapidary
interest, although the tranducent varieties will cut
handsome stones reminiscent of jade, and transparent
specimens will cut desirable gemstones.

Dravite; sodium magnesium aluminum hydroxy
borosilicate. Named for the Drava river, Carinthia,
Austria. Color, brown to black, light brown to gray
streak, luster vitreous to oily, tranducent to opague.
No cleavage, brittle fracture. Occurrences worldwide,
notably in the United States in New York,
Connecticut, New Jersey, North Carolina, California.
Also in Canada, Norway, Switzerland and Kenya.
Not in great demand as a gemstone, but takes a high
polish and is of some lapidary interest.

Elbaite; sodium lithium aluminum hydroxy fluoro
borosilicate. The name arises from the type locale, the
Italian idand of Elba, and the largest island of the
Tuscan archipelago, renowned for its mines, where the
Emperor Napoleon was exiled. It is also the variety of
Tourmaline the lapidary thinks of when the name is
mentioned, because it is the variety of greatest
lapidary interest. It may be green, pink, red, blue,
colorless, yellow or orange. (Rarely brown or black),
the differing colors depending on trace elements in the
composition. It is often multicolored longitudinally,
and sometimes in the same segment.

“Watermelon” _Tourmaline, for example,
exhibits a red circular segment surrounded by a green
“Rind.” Streak, white or a pale shade of the basic
color; luster is vitreous to aily, it is transparent to
translucent, rarely opague. Poor cleavage, conchoidal
fracture, and is brittle. It aso has severa varieta
names, depending on color; the green variety was
once called verdelite, and was the reason tourmaline
became a gemstone, since it was mistaken for
emerald. The term verdelite has fallen out of favor
recently. Pink to red varieties are called rubellite, and
blue is indicolite. It is usually found in cavities in
pegmatites associated with lepidolite and/or albite.
Notoriously found in Minas Gerais, Brazil, it is aso
found in the United States in Maine, Connecticut, and
Cdlifornia; of course, since the type locale is Italian, it
is found in Itay, aso in Russia, Afghanistan,
Namibia, and Madagascar.

(Cont’d to pages 7 & 8)
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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board of Directors Meeting of March 24, 2008

The March 2008 meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society
was called to order by President Ted Robles at 6:30
p.m. in the Museum Meeting Room.

Present were: Ted Robles, Fred Plesner, John
Hayes, Tom Sterrett, Linda Behr, Ray Behr, Bruce
Siegfried, Linda Smith and Sharon John. Absent was
Mary Bedrick.

Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried reported that we
had a total inflow of $539.64 and a total outflow of
$1,405.12 for last month.

Secretary: Two condolence cards were sent out, and a
thank you card was sent to Tom Sterrett for his
donation of star garnets at the last General Mesting.
Workshop: Linda Smith said that the Gem Tree Class
on Sunday March 16" went very well. There will be
another class on the 30" on polymer clay.

Museum: Ray Behr and Tom Sterrett are working on
the flashing on the roof. Bruce Siegfried will be
cleaning the carpets in the museum on Tuesday April
1%, The Board agreed to pay him $150.00 for his
work.

Library: Dean Plesner reported that Linda Sterrett,
Gloria Durfey, Sharon John and Chester Willette
worked to get al books in the library written down so
that Linda Sterrett could get all the information on a
disc.

Publications. Linda Behr is asking some one to please
volunteer to write articles for the Mountain Gem.
April 8" isthe deadline.

Publicity and Gemboree: Fred Plesner received aletter
from the Chamber of Commerce stating that they
would like to rent some tables from us and are willing
to pay $500.00 for the rental. Tom Sterrett made a
motion to accept the money and Ray Behr seconded
the motion. Motion passed. Our club will have a booth
at the Mother’s Day Gemboree which will be on May
9-10-11, at which time we will be selling ring raffle
tickets.

The new tables will need to be stenciled before they
are rented out.

Fred said he was able to dispose of all the old display
cases and most of the old tables.

The members of Mainstreet have set up a committee
to work on Window Wonderland for this year. The
Taste of Scotland is set for June 14" and Tartans Day
is aso coming soon.

Ray Behr will be attending the quarterly SFMS
meeting this weekend. Linda Behr will be the voting
proxy for our club.

Tom Sterrett will be donating a laminator to the
museum. John Hayes will be donating a key cabinet.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, Secretary

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of March 27, 2008

The March 2008 General Meeting was called to
order by President Ted Robles.
There were 26 members and 4 guests present.
There were no additions or changes to the last
month’s minutes as printed in The Mountain Gem.
Treasurer’s report - our total income was $539.64 and
our total outflow was $1,405.12
Curator: Mary Bedrick asked for club members to
bring in items for the auction. Y ou can |leave them off
in the Museum. ..mark for “auction.”
Also she will need help in cleaning the museum
cabinets. Come on everybody—with a lot of help, it
can get cleaned in no time.
Museum: Ray Behr asked al hosts to please read
hosting instructions just as a refresher course.
We need hosts for Fridays as people are starting to
come to town and want to visit the museum.
Workshops: Linda Smith said the first Fridays are
doing well. There will be a new class on Sunday the
30™ dealing with polymer clay. April 9" there will be
aclass on awire wrapped heart.
Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried said that the gift shop is
doing well on Saturdays.
Education: On April 11, Friday there will be students
coming to the museum from 1:30-2:30 and of course
we will need volunteers to help host.
Gemboree: Fred Plesner said that we will have to
decide what we want to do with the booth we will
have at the Mother’s Day Gemboree.
Publications. We still need someone to write monthly
program reports for The Mountain Gem. Is there any
one out there that would be willing to do that?
Library: Thanks to Linda Sterrett, Gloria Durfey,
Chester Willette and Sharon John for al the help
given to our librarian, Dean Plesner in getting al
books, authors, etc. written down. Linda Sterrett is
entering all the information and putting it on adisc.
Ray Behr is going to the quarterly SFMS
meeting this weekend. Linda Behr will be going and
will be the voting proxy for our club.
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
Door prizes winners were: David Notestine, David
Watters, Roy Ramsey, and Ted Robles.
Our guest speaker was Mr. David Watters and his
presentation was on The Piezo Electric Properties of
Quartz Crystals.
Refreshments were served.
Respectfully submitted, Sharon John,

Secretary
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Members’ News

Wally and Doris Smith should
return around the 16" of April if
his shinglesimprove.

Ray and Linda Behr visited
family in Florida.

Jerry and Marilyn Kolle are
back in Franklin

Sam and Mary Bedrick visited their daughter in Ohio
and their son in Connecticut.

Hopefully as planned Fred and Fran Rasmusson
have returned.

Our Deepest Sympathy

A Little Something About Gaye White

She was aregular hostess at the Museum, always
willing and dependable. She had a great collection of
fluorite that she would display at our Gemborees. She
and Jim were great travelers, one of which was to the
Soviet Union; they shared the pictures at a Gem
Society Meseting. Also she was one of the most
gracious persons | have ever known
By Dave Shyder

All | can add about Gay White is that she often
hosted when we were first members of the club and
was well liked by al. | found her to be such a swest,
quiet spoken "lady" with a lovely smile. Rick and |
both liked her very much and enjoyed talking with
her.
By Shirley Baughman

A Little Something About Mary Thornal

Mary was on the Board, and was secretary for
severa years. She and Burton were a real driving
force of the Society. During their tenure the
Leaflookers Gemboree was started.
By Dave Shyder

A Little Something About L oretta Martin
By Pat Goglin, Loretta’s niece

Loretta Edwards Martin, Life Member of the
Gem and Minera Society of Franklin, NC, passed
away April 4, 2008, in her home in Franklin, after an
illness spanning 3 years. She was born November 23,
1906, in Cleveland, Ohio.

Lori, to her many friends, was a soft-spoken,
gentle woman, a woman of many interests and
talents. She was widowed twice, lastly to Basil "Doc"
Martin, also a member of the Society. She and "Doc”
traveled extensively, many times to Australia, in
search of opa and other gems, New Zealand, Tahiti,
Bali, Fiji, Hawaii, India, and many other places too
numerous to mention. Both were avid rockhounds.
Lori was especially fond of making twisted wire gem
trees, many of which grace friends homes, and
certainly grace ours. In her later years she still
attempted to create, but found that her hands were too
weak, so, sadly, ended that era.

She was originally trained as a kindergarten through
second grade teacher, although she never taught
formally. She left home to become a companion and
social secretary to a wedthy family from the
Cleveland area, which afforded her many
opportunities for travel. She spent a great deal of time
in Horida with that family, leaving them when she
married her first husband, Ralph Woodruff, of
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania. Sadly, Ralph passed on
and Lori went back to Wickliffe, Ohio, to live in the
house her father built in 1922. She resided there with
her sister, Harriet, until she married "Doc."

There were no services here in Franklin, per her
wishes, as she was to be cremated and buried with her
father in Ohio.

She will be missed by many and not forgotten.

Coming Events

April 26-27, 2008, Memphis, TN - Memphis
Archaeological and Geological Society. Mid-America
Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show. Pipkin Building,
Midsouth Fairgrounds, corner of Centra and E.
Parkway. Hours. 26th, 9:00 am. - 6:00 p.m.; 27th,
10:00 am. — 5:00 p.m. Contact: James Butcko at
901.743.0058 or rockclub@earthlink.net. Website:
memphisgeol ogy.org.

May 3-4, 2008, North Charleston, SC—Lowcountry
Gem & Mineral Society. 15th Annual Lowcountry
Gem, Minera, and Fossil Show, North Charleston
Performing Arts Center — Exhibit Hal A, 5000
Coliseum Drive. Hours: 10:00 am. - 5:00 p.m. both
days. Contact: Karen Havenstein at 843.795.2956 or
fossils@comcast.net.

May 8,9, 10 & 11 Mother’s Day Gemboree
Franklin, NC Sponsored by the
Franklin Chamber of Commerce




