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THE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY OF FRANKLIN, NC, INC,
25 Phillips St.
Franklin, NC 28734

2004 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 22 (6:00 pam.) 29 (6:30pm) July 1{5:30pm.) *15 (6:30pm)
February 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm) August 17 (6:00 p.m.) 26 {6:30pm)
March 16 (6:00 pm.) 25 (6:30pm) September 21 (6:00 p.m.) (Banguet 30) 6:30 p.m.
April 27 (6:00 p.m.) 29 (6:30pm) October 19 (6:00 p.m.) 28 (6:30pm)
May 18 (6:00 pm.) 27 (6:30pm) November 9 {6:00 p.m.) 18 (6:30pm)
June 15 (6:00 pm.) 24 {6:30pm) December 7 (6:00 p.m.) End of Year Party 9 6:30pm
Board Meetings: at the museum
General Meetings: at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S.

2004 OCTOBER LEAF LOOKERS GEMBOREE
OCTOBER 14—16 10 A.M.-6 P.M.
OCTOBER 1711 AM.-5P.M.
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THE GEM AND MINERAL
SOCIETY WILL MEEYT ON
THURSBAY, AUGUSYT 26
IN THE MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY BUILBING

ON HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH

AT G:30 B.M,

THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM
WILL BE A COMBINATION
OF HISTORY AN FUN,
OUR GUEST SPEAFRER
DARDBARA MCRAY GF
THE PRANEILIN PRESS,
WILL TALE ON THE
HISTORY OF MINING IN
FRANKEILIN,

WE WILL ALSO HAVE AN
ICE CREAM SOCUIAL
RECOGNIZING GUR
OCTOGENARIAN GERM
MEMBERS,

SEPTEMBER

BIRTHDAYS

2 - Rick Baughman

11 - Tricia Steelman

13 - Helen Coe

16 - James Granato

18 - Henry Donikowski
20 - Edgar Wing

30 - Denis Bernard

ANNIVERSARIES
16 Jack & Brenda Jungles
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SAPPHIRE - SEPTEMBER’S
BIRTHSTONE
By Ted Robles,
member of The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC
Jor THE MOUNTAIN GEM

Aluminum Oxide, or Corundum, one of the
more plentiful chemicals in the Earth’s crust, sometimes
comes in crystalline forms. These crystals, in the
hexagonal system, are usually (but not always) barrel-
shaped, having a hardness of 9.0 on the Mon’s scale, a
Specific Gravity of 4.0 = 0.1, refractive index 1.76 to
1.78, wvitreous to adamantine luster, occasionally
asteriated. When pure it 1s water-white, but depending
on the amount and concentration of impurities, may be
any color, most frequently vyellow, blue, purple, or
black. Sometimes dichroic or parti-colored, such as the
quite valuable Padparasha wvariety, any color, that is,
except Red; that’s Ruby, and 1s July’s birthstone. The
particular variety noted as September’s birthstone is a
dark blue, colored by Iron or Titanium.

There 1s probably more “L.ore” about Sapphires
than any other mineral, save perhaps Quartz; the Angel
Raziel allegedly engraved a book on Sapphire and gave
it to Adam when he was expelled from Eden; Its
mystical power was such that it was believed to be
proof against venomous creatures, being instantly fatal
to spiders. As a love charm, it was exceptionally
potent, particularly when of the “Star” variety. The
Persians believed that the Earth was supported by a
giant sapphire whose reflection caused the blue sky, and
it was especially sacred to the Greek God Apollo,
whose supplicants were required to wear the gem.

While, as would be expected from the
composition, sapphire is found worldwide, many of the
best specimens come from Montana and North
Carolina; fine crystals can be found in Thailand, Sri
Lanka, and India, the finest deep blue sapphires coming
from Kashmir. Wherever it comes from, it is a durable
gem of considerable beauty; wear it with pride.

Thank you, Violette Ruffley for volunteering to provide
refreshments for the July general meeting. All of your
hard work in providing such

excellent refreshments were

enjoyed by all. Also, a special thank

yvou for making my first meeting as

“refreshment chairperson” such a

success.

Valerie Harrison, Refreshment Chairman
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July Gemboree
By Fred Flesner
Gemboree Chairman

Tuesday’s setup was at best chaotic, due to the primary
election in process, while we were attempting to set up
and organize things. To this must be added my own lack
of experience. All the problems were overcome and by
early afternoon things had come together. I want to
thank Ray Behr for hanging in there with me and his
cool manner and assurance. By late afternoon things
were starting to look like the great show we wanted it to
be.

Chip Sackman and his crew did a fine job of putting on
our Dealers’ Dinner. The food, service, and timing were
great. I want to personally thank Chip Sackman, Della
Samuel, and Mary Bedrick for a job well done. The
food was delicious and well prepared and plentiful in
quantity. This was what we wanted and all of you who

prepared that fine meal can give yourself an extra pat on
the back.

I cannot tell you how blessed I was to have so many of
you just show up during the show and say “how can I
help.” Several of our Junior Members were there to host
and to demonstrate and they did a fine job. I feel proud
of them and vou as a club need to give them an extra
“thank you.”

To look out across the demonstration area and see as
many as five people demonstrating their art at a time
was a most satisfying experience. You can certainly feel
pride in yourselves and our society. That front-page
photo of Wally Smith and little Morgan Hamm in the
Franklin Press, July 30, 2004 1s an example of why you
were there. I know you were all having fun because all [
saw were smiles.

Attendance was up slightly and people were buying.
Many of our dealers had good sales and the complaints
were few and far between. You did a great job and 1
cannot thank you enough for you time, help, and advice.

Thank You,
Great Job,
Fred

(From the club president: some dealers
commented that this was one of the smoothest
running shows they’ve experienced.)
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(Note from THE MOUNTAIN GEM editor: this
article was parﬁaﬂy wriﬁen in the July 2004 issue.
As you can see, “old age” has affected my typing the
entire article. Now, the rest of the story... L

0Old Age — Can You Handle It???

Author unknown

I have always dreaded old age. I cannot imagine any
thing worse than being old. How awful it must be to
have nothing to do all day long but stare at the walls or
watch TV,

So last week, when the mayor suggested we all
celebrate Senior Citizen week by cheering up a senior
citizen, I decided to do just that. T would call on my new
neighbor, an elderly retired gentleman, recently
widowed, and who, I presumed, had moved in with his
married daughter because he was too old to take care of
himself.

I baked a batch of brownies, and without bothering to
call (some old people cannot hear the phone), I went off
to brighten this old guy’s day.

When 1 rang the doorbell this “old guy” came to the
door dressed in tennis shorts and a polo shirt, looking
about as ancient and decrepit as Donny Osmond. “I'm
sorry I can’t invite you in,” he said when I introduced
myself. “I’'m due at the Racquet Club at two. I'm
playing in the semifinals today. “Oh that’s all right.” 1
said. “I baked you some brownies.” “Great!” he
interrupted, snatching the box. “Just what I need for
bridge club tomorrow! Thanks so much!” I continued
. ..and just thought we’d visit a while. But that’s okay!
I’11 just trot across the street and call on Granny Grady.”

“Don’t bother,” he said. “Gran’s not home, I know. I
just called to remind her of our date to go dancing
tonight. She may be at the beauty shop. She mentioned
at breakfast (?7?at which house??7) that she had an
appointment for a tint job.”

So I went home and called my mother’s cousin (age
83). She was in the hospital ... working the gift shop. I
called my aunt (age 74); she was on vacation in China. I
called my husband’s uncle (age 79). 1 forgot he was on
his honeymoon.

I still dread old age, now more than ever. I just don’t
think I'm up to it.

Source: ROCK LICKER 12/02; via THE CHISELER 12/03
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THE FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY GENERAIL MEETING JULY 15, 2004
(Condensed by editor)

The July general meeting of the Franklin Gem and
Mineral Society was held on Thursday, July 15, 2004 at
the Community Center, at 6:30 p.m., called to order by
President Linda Behr. Membership chairperson Mary
Bedrick advised that there were 39 members present
and 5 visitors: (Peggy Peterson, Maurine White, Kent
Demond, Sandy Howell and Vicky Dorsey).

There being no changes or corrections in the minutes as
printed in The Mountain Gem, they were accepted as
printed. Deadline for August newsletter 1s August 5™

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: Deficit for the
month of June: club was $102.67. (Purchased new
printer for computer), museum was $141.17; specimens
purchased $340. Donations were $229, total income
$38.68. (See detailed report on file).

Budget for 2005 was presented for approval to
membership. See copy on file. Molly Miller made a
motion to accept the budget as presented Valerie
Harrison seconded the motion; passed unanimously.

MUSEUM REPORT Jack Jungles absent due to his
wife being in hospital. She had surgery last Tuesday, for
a vertebra in her neck. Passed around the signup sheets
for hosting at the museum and demonstrating at the
Gemboree.

*Members please note that you are not to use the
equipment at the museum during your hosting time.
*Refer to the blue notebooks in the gift shop for correct
procedures for opening and closing museum.

*Do not turn off lights individually. Use the turn-on
switch for all cabinets (except the Rosetta stone
cabinet).

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner sent
thank-you cards to Jim Blanton (who has been doing
our plumbing), and Ken Cochran, guest speaker last
month.

GIFT SHOP Doris Smith had no report.

LIBRARIAN Dean Plesner: A couple of other
donations given and they have been carded and put on
the shelf.

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS Ted Robles: If you
have any suggestions or changes to the by-laws, please
put them in folder in the president's mailbox.

David Smith presented the slate of officers to be voted
on at next month’s meeting:
President: Linda Behr

Vice-President: Ted Robles

Treasurer: Ray Behr

Ass't. Treasurer: Bruce Siegfried
Recording Secretary: Barbara Wing
Corres. Secretary: Violet Ruftley

Officers may be nominated from the floor.

We still need someone to help in writing grants.

Chip Sackman may donate a compressor for the air
conditioning at museum.

FIELD TRIPS Wally Smith: We will meet at the
museum at 8§ am. Saturday July 17th for a trip to
Ducktown, Tenn., an old copper mine and museum,
with plans for some digging. Wally is looking for an
assistant, to take over in the wintertime when he 1s not
here.

GEMBOREE Fred Plesner: Setup is Tuesday, July 20th
at 7 a.m. at the Community Building.

Chip Sackman is handling the dealers” dinner with
Della Samuel. There were 110 people last year, with
plans for 120 this year. Signup sheet for supplying side
dishes was passed around. Need helpers to clean from
4-4:30 p.m.; food to be brought by 5 p.m. and eating at
6 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS:
Linda Smith has agreed to be the Junior Member
chairperson.

We received a nice donation of items/equipment from
Maurice Philippe’s niece.

There will be an ice cream social at the August meeting
recognizing all octogenarian members. Barbara Wing
will issue invitations. Please RSVP.

There being no further business, business portion of the
meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Claire Miller handled the door prizes. Winners were
Maurine White, Doris Smith, Joe Faircloth, Mary
Bedrick and Darren Kennedy. Sandy Howell won
$16.50 in the 50-50 raffle.

Refreshments were enjoyed while watching Joe
Muncher demonstrate his bevel-mounting gemstones in
sterling.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary
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Ducktown Field Trip
By Wally Smith, Field Trip Chaivman for The Gem &
Mineral Society of Frankling NC

On July 17" nine members of the Society went on a
field trip to the Ducktown Basin Museum. The museum
1s located on the Burra Burra Mine site and is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

After touring the museum, we were taken to an area to
look for “treasures.” Our guide and historian, Mr. Ken
Rush, was very knowledgeable and informative. He
answered many questions that we had for him.

We had a private tour of the “Hoist Building,” which
was used to repair their equipment and also housed the
motors that ran the pulleys that were used to load
railroad cars with the separated materials.

Attending the field trip were: Ray and Linda Behr, Sam
and Mary Bedrick, Linda Smith, Jenna Smith, Darren
Kennedy, Wally and Doris Smith.

Let’s see vour name here on our next field trip.

Nl i
Nellhil,  GEMSFROM > .
“‘@ SCRIBE 2004 :
Interesting Tidbit

Author unknown

Obsidian is overlooked by many collectors as
something common and dull. Yet nothing could be
further from the truth. For a start, obsidian’s chemistry
is identical to granite. But, unlike granite, because the
volcanically erupted material has cooled quickly
crystals have not formed. Obsidian thus exists as a super
cooled solution of silica with a total absence of internal
structure, just like glass. For this reason, and in common
with other glasslike materials, obsidian breaks with a
typical conchoidal fracture. This curved, smooth type of
cleavage occurs as a fracture follows the shortest path.
Interestingly almost all obsidian contains a small
amount of water. Steam from the eruption becomes
trapped in cavities forming tiny bubbles. These give rise
to spectacular varieties, especially the rare gold and
silver sheen obsidians. Other inclusions are also
common. Thus mahogany obsidian results from the
presence of hematite, feldspars give rise to blues and
greens, and quartz gives rise to the snowflake. Obsidian
boring — no way!
Source: QUARRY QUIPS March 2004;
Via OSAGE HILLS GEMS April 2003
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A Little Pottery Cat....

Author unknown

An interesting article titled
“The Glazed Cat” was
reprinted from The Loupe of
the Gemological Institute of
America. The story begins
with the description of a
pagan goddess from Korea dating back to 167 AD. The
statue’s eyes were two matched rubies.

These “eyes” disappeared from Korea in the 10™
century and reappeared in the possession of Suleiman
the Magnificent, sultan of the Ottoman Empire in the
1500s. He gave them to a British woman to win her
over as his wife, but once she entered the harem, she
was murdered and the rubies disappeared again.

They were next known at the court of Louis XV and
were worn by the beautiful Madam Pompadour. She
later sold the jewels to a Russian nobleman to help
France’s sad financial state. They were taken to Russia
but nothing is known about them while they were there.

The rubies’ next appearance was in the possession of
the notorious German jewel thief Klaus Gudden
German police trapped and killed Gudden, but no trace
of the rubies was found.

A search was undertaken three years later by English
collector Michael Graves who diligently covered the
area n Germany where Gudden lived. He showed
Gudden’s picture to the owner of a small ceramics
factory and the owner recognized him as the person
who bought a small glazed cat, but never picked it up.
The owner remembered that Klaus had examined the cat
while it was still wet and marked it with a small “x” on
its underside. Graves concluded that Gudden hid the
rubies inside the cat while examining it.

When Gudden never claimed it, the factory owner sent
the cat, along with hundreds of others just like 1it, to
America. It was described as yellow in color, about
eight inches high, and was in a lying position with its
tail wrapped around its forepaws. It is typical of many
such items seen in American households in the early
1900s.

Somewhere in the U.S. there may be a little pottery cat
worth a King’s ransom! If you have such an heirloom, it
would be wise to examine it carefully.

Source: 1950 LAPIDARY JOURNAL,
Via THE GLACIAL DRIFTER March 2004






