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American Federation
Bulletin Awards
1994 (7th), 1995 (2nd),
1996 (2nd), 1997 (5th),
1998 (5th), 1999 (3rd),
2000 (5th), 2004 (7th),
2005 (2nd) 2006 (10th)

Southeast Federation
Bulletin Awards
1976, 77, 78, 79, 92, 94,
1995
1996-99 (1st)
2003 2nd New Editor
2004 (2nd), 2005 (2nd)
2006 (1st)

Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

Located on Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION

Monday-Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

May 1 - October 31
Winter Months: Sat.: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Open Year Round For Tours
And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 369-8383
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 369-8383
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms

2006-2007
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Sharon John 369-0161
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 369-8383

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
NC, 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. The schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The
Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles (proof reader and assembler), Elizabeth
Siegfried (proof reader, runs off pages and helps with assembling. Articles written by members of our
club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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The December
End of the Year

Party will be
held on,

Saturday
December 15

at the
Macon County Community Center
on 441 South from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Decorating starts at 1 p.m. If you

have not signed up to bring a
covered dish, please contact

Sharon John.

January Celebrations

Birthdays

4–Jack Jungles
5–Dave Snyder
13–Penny-Lynn
Goldstein
17 - Pamela Derrick
20–Joseph Foreman
20–John Crawford
21–Mary Bedrick
23–Claire Miller
24–Judy Pinkous
31–Barbara Wing

Anniversaries
26–Art & Mary Anne Zoeckler
27–Quinton & Mittie King

Congratulations!
The raffle winner of the citrine starburst ring is
Michael Thomas of Powder Springs, Georgia.

December’sMystical Birthstone - Black Onyx
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

The term “Onyx” comes from the ancient Assyrian 
language, in which it meant, “Ring.”  Chemically, it is 
cryptocrystalline silicon dioxide, the color being
caused by carbon; Mineralogically it is Jasper –
hardness 7, conchoidal fracture, no cleavage, specific
gravity 2.66 ± 0.01, waxy luster; usually black with
white bands. Since it is a jasper, it is readily worked
and produces interesting and occasionally strikingly
beautiful sculptures and items of personal adornment
from beads and brooches to ring stones, bola ties and
even belt buckles. In this respect, it resembles most
other forms of jasper.

Metaphysically, it is believed to be a strong
emotionally protective stone, since it absorbs negative
vibrations and transforms them to positive ones. It
relieves stress and promotes tranquility. It is also a
strong grounding stone, being nearly as powerful as
hematite, and much more durable. It also encourages
steadfastness in the pursuit of material goals, and
helps in their realization. It is useful in maintaining a
connection to the present, in letting go of past failures,
particularly in interpersonal relationships, and in
overcoming outworn beliefs and attitudes.

While it may at one time have been a naturally
occurring stone, most, if not all “Black Onyx” in 
modern jewelry is manufactured. It is made from
banded white agate by extended boiling in saturated
sugar solution, followed by high temperature baking
of the resulting stone to carbonize the sugar. Since the
penetration of the surface is frequently not very deep,
stones are usually shaped to their final contours before
treatment, and polished afterward. This process is
usually quite successful in producing black onyx
artistic objects and jewelry. Whether the metaphysical
properties are produced by the treatment, are merely
enhanced properties of the basic agate, or are a result
of attitude on the part of the owner of the stone is
immaterial; it can be a very handsome stone, and
deserves consideration for inclusion in the collection,
whatever ones birth month.

Sources:
Kunz, G.F., The Curious Lore of Precious Stones, New
York, Dover, 1941
Prinz et al, eds; Simon & Schuster's Guide to Rocks and
Minerals, New York, 1978
http://www.rainbowcrystal.com
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Ted Robles, President’s December Message

Well! “It’s been a very good year.” In spite of
some large expenditures, we ended up in the black.
People are still coming to the Museum, largely

thanks to the Travel Channel, and still visiting the
Gemborees, for which a lot of thanks are due to the
capable leadership of our Gemboree Chairman,
Fred Plesner, who has persevered in the face of
problems ranging from scheduling difficulties to
bureaucratic bungling. Our workshops are up and
humming, and Wally Smith and Linda Smith
deserve a lot of credit, but don’t forget the modest 
competence of John Hayes, who seems to be the
pre-eminent gap filler. Ray Behr has kept the
Museum in apple pie order, and Fran Rasmusson
has kept it staffed, even on the most difficult days,
by judicious arm-twisting and sweet reason.

The equipment in the workshop is in good
working order, and currently we are embarking on a
project of making certain that the people who use
the machinery know how to operate it safely and
with good results. If you feel the desire to use the
equipment, and would like to have your name
added to the list of people authorized to use the
equipment, please contact the persons designated to
check you out. We’ll not be doing that duringthe
“First Friday” Craft night, since that’s the time the 
machines are actually in use. If you want to learn
how to use, or demonstrate your proficiency on
saws, call Fred Plesner, for faceting machines,
Ray Behr, and for cabochons, me. We will be
glad to arrange time for one-on-one instruction. A
learning experience is all the better for
uninterrupted hands-on practice.

The newest edition of the Constitution and By-
Laws is in final draft, and will hopefully be
published around the first of the year. We are
trying to get to a set of rules that will stand forever,
but it takes time, and a lot of thought. Any input is
appreciated.

We are coming into the winter season– a ‘down 
time,’ but with a difference; this year we are trying 
an experiment. The Museum is going to be open on
Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. during the
winter months. Those of us, on the Board of
Directors, have agreed to staff it during those days,
but will gladly accept help from the membership!
If any of you feel that it might be fun to host on a
wintry Saturday, we’ll be happy to accept your 

help. There may also be some weeks during which
we’ll be open more than just Saturdays. That’s still 
under discussion, but Spring Break time is a
prominent candidate; we may be asking for help
during those times. Stay tuned for further
developments.
That’s all from this corner for this month. Let’s 

all have a good time during the End-of-Year Party,
and be sure to bring your best dish to the
celebratory feed.

Philip Fruitstone
1915--2007

By PennyLynn Goldstein

Philip J Fruitstone was born in Brooklyn, New
York where he attended St. Johns University and
New York Law School before joining the US
Army. After the war he was active in the Reserve
Officers Association. He retired as a Colonel. After
WW II ended, he and his first wife, Ruth Saltman
moved to Coral Gables, Fla., where he had a long
career as a real estate appraiser and mortgage
banker. Phil, Ruth and their two children began to
vacation in Franklin, North Carolina where he
became one of the founding members of the
Mountain Synagogue serving in many capacities up
until his death. After the death of his wife Ruth he
later met and married Bettye Breslow. They became
involved with the Franklin Gem and Mineral
Society. They took classes together and began wire
wrapping and various other facets of jewelry
making. They volunteered at the Museum and he
continued to do so after Bettye's death several years
ago. He also would demonstrate at the yearly Gem
Shows in July. He is survived by a son, Mitchell
Fruitstone, his daughter Helen (Dr. Mark) Hauser,
five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

We will all miss Phil very much as he leaves
behind a circle of close friends and colleagues.

May he rest in peace..............

:Newsletter deadline is January 10th


