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David Notestine, President

The holidays are here and it’s the season to be 
thankful. I know that I am thankful that I joined this
fine club and have had a chance to meet its friendly
members. I'm looking forward to our holiday party,
this coming weekend. What a fine spread it will be
and such a delight for the palette. I plan on gaining
5 pounds from this one party. By the time you read
this, I'll have those five pounds around my middle.

I'm thankful that I get to live in a wonderful
place like Franklin. The rest of the world goes crazy
while we sit content in our mountain town living
the laid back life-style that we are so lucky to have.
Gail and I attended the Chamber of Commerce's
installation banquet this week and I was amazed at
the members that I met. Nice people who are
interested in helping our community. Our club
should be proud that we do so much for this
community. I look forward to the role that this club
will play in creating our community's future. What
a future we can help create!

I'm happy to report that our last Board Meeting
was an outstanding success. Ideas flowed and
business was conducted like clockwork. I want to
thank each and every Board member for their
support. This club is lucky to have a Board made up
of such quality members. Our accounting goals are
on the fast track and will be implemented in a short
time. The new cash sheets are working out well and
we have had many suggestions on how to improve
them by making them simpler and easier to
understand. Each member should thank every
Board member and committee chairperson for their
input and willingness to accept the new accounting
policies. I know it’s a big change and I respect the 
attention that members have given to this.

An organization is only as good as the Board of
Directors that guides it. They have a serious
responsibility to the membership to govern the club
(or organization) to the best of their ability, for the
benefit of the membership. Our Board is really
pulling together to make this club better than it has
ever been before, with far reaching plans and
innovative ideas for the future. We will have more
social events, member consignment in the gift shop,

possible updating of the lapidary equipment, more
far-reaching field trips, and more money available
for all of these improvements. It doesn't get much
better!

Thank you everyone, again, for electing me as your
President!

Merry Christmas and/or Happy Holidays.

January Celebrations

Birthdays
4–Jack Jungles
5–Dave Snyder

13–Penny-Lynn Goldstein
17 -- Pamela Derrick
18–Christopher Vendrell
20–Joseph Foreman
20–John Crawford
21–Mary Bedrick
23–Claire Miller
24–Judy Pinkous
31–Barbara Wing

Anniversaries
26–Art & Mary Anne Zoeckler
27–Quinton & Mittie King

LIFE members
notify the editor
if you wish to
continue
receiving the
newsletter.
(This needs to be done once a year as per the rules
of the Society.)

Happy Belated
Hanukkah

Merry Christmas
And a

Blessed New Year
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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of November 17, 2008

The November 2008 Board of Directors Meeting
of the Gem and Mineral Society was called to order
by President David Notestine at 6:30 p.m. in the
Museum meeting room.

Present were: David Notestine, Gloria Durfey,
Elizabeth Siegfried, Ray Behr, Wally Smith,
Linda Behr, John Hayes, Sharon John, Gail
Notestine, Bruce Siegfried, and Linda Smith.
1. Treasurer: Bruce Siegfried reported total

inflows of $3,787.51, total outflows of
$3,162.64 with an over all total income of
$624.87

2. Secretary: A get well card was sent to Bill
Kennedy. A thank you letter was sent to Don
Pentico for his donation to the museum of a
full box of slabs. Another thank you letter was
sent to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hightower for
two polished slabs of onyx.

3. There was discussion on removing the recently
added Museum Accident Policy in the
Society’s By-Laws so that in the future the
policy can be modified as deemed by the
Museum Manager.

4. Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that
new shelves would need to be built in the Gift
Shop to hold the consignments made by the
members. Ray also said for hosts to please be
sure to set the alarm code before leaving the
museum.

5. Ray Behr made a motion to change the
standing rules to accept gift shop consignments
by the members. Gail Notestine seconded the
motion—motion passed.

6. Work shop: Wally Smith reported that only
four members showed up on the craft/social
night. These are held year round on the first
Friday of each month.

7. Publications: The deadline for the newsletter
will be December 11th.

8. Field Trip: John Hayes said there would be no
field trips until the spring.

9. Membership: the renewals are going good.
There will be a welcome card sent out to all
new members.

10. All hosts for the museum will now fill out a
Museum Daily Sales Report. It will be found
next to the register.

11. Linda Sterrett and Gloria Durfey will be
helping with the End of the Year Party.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of November 20, 2008

The November 2008 General Meeting of the
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by
President David Notestine at 6:30 p.m.

There were no changes or additions to last
month’s minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.

There were 24 members and the two guests who
became members tonight.

Elizabeth Siegfried received an AFMS plaque
for winning 2nd place on an article she wrote. Linda
Behr for The Mountain Gem won 5th place in the
AFMS bulletin contest.

1. President David read the Director Liability
Statute and he will read it again next month and
then the members will vote on it.

2. Also the club wants to rescind the Museum
Accident Policy in the Society’s By-Laws so that
the policy becomes an operational procedure that
can be changed if needed.

3. The Standing Rule pertaining to the Museum
and consignments for the Gift Shop need to be
amended to allow for members to bring their
jewelry to be sold. Gail Notestine made a motion
to amend the standing rule and Henry Stelline
seconded it. The motion passed. The items for
sale must be hand made by the members and no
more than 10% ready made. 60% of the price will
go to the member with 40% going to the society.

4. Treasurer: Ray Behr reported that the donations
were $699.10; gift shop sales were $2,482.50 and
the jewelry raffle brought in $289.00. Total
inflows were $3,787.51, total outflows were
$3,162.64 with an over all income of $624.87

5. Secretary: A get well card was sent to Bill
Kennedy and “thank you” letters for gifts 
donated to the Museum were sent to Don Pentico
for a full box of slabs and to Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hightower for two polished slabs of
onyx.

(Cont’d to page 3.)
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General Meeting Minutes Cont’d

6. Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that new
shelves would need to be built in the Gift Shop to
hold the consignment items made by the
members. A new locking file cabinet was
purchased for the office. Mary Bedrick purchased
a new specimen, a fossilized pinecone, for the
Museum. Ray also said that care must be taken to
be sure that the alarm is set before leaving the
Museum. We will need hosts on Friday,
December 5th and Friday, December 12th from 5
to 8 p.m. for Window Wonderland.

7. The cash in the cash register in the Gift Shop
needs to be counted every day that the Museum
is open. There will be a daily cash sheet to be
filled out—this needs to be done to meet legal
requirements.

8. Work shop: Wally Smith reported that only four
people showed up for the 1st Friday craft/social
night. The next craft night will be December 5th.
A thank you goes to Fred Plesner and Mary
Bedrick for giving a Mineral ID class. It was
much appreciated.

9. Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried wants to thank all
the people who hosted this past season; also the
sales in October were very good.

10. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that he gave
more brochures to the Chamber. He would like to
recruit some of the club members to go to
community club meetings and give a 15-20
minute talk on faceting, or rocks and minerals or
maybe on gemstones. See Fred if you are
interested.

11. Linda Smith is asking for pictures from past
years so that she can present a slide presentation
at the July Ice Cream Social. It would be nice to
remember members who have moved away or
passed away. We would also like all the new
members to tell a little bit about themselves,
besides having a picture of them taken for our
newsletter. Linda will be setting up classes for
over the winter. If you are interested, please
contact her.

12. The deadline for the newsletter will be
December 11th. Those who have not paid their
dues will not receive newsletters after December.

13. End of the Year Party: Gloria Durfey will be
calling members for the list of food they plan to
bring to the party.

14. Gail Notestine needs ideas on how to raise
money for the club. Call her if you have any

ideas---the person who raises the most money
will get a weekend trip for free.

15. Our new member Andy Clark received his
name badge—congrats Andy!

Door Prizes went to: 1. Doris Smith, 2. Henry
Stelline, 3. Gail Notestine, 4. Sharon John, 5. Jo
Loewy, 6. Mary Bedrick.

Thank you Frances Martinelli for handling the
refreshments.

Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

Andy Clark receiving his official nametag from
Linda Smith.

Henry Stelline, a new member.
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Mineral of the Month - Benitoite
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

“What is the most popular color for a gemstone?”
It is an interesting question, deserving of sober

reflection. Individual stones have their champions; the
Peridot –Emerald faction will hold out for green;
Amethyst –Sugilite zealots will insist on purple, the
Carnelian –Ruby fans will proclaim that Red is the
best, and every color of the rainbow will have its own
individual champions. Popularity is based on
availability, in many cases, and in sheer volume of
available stones, Blue is the all-time champion! -
Sodalite, Lapis Lazuli, Kyanite, Tanzanite, Zircon,
Sapphire – even to the infamous “Hope Diamond” –
Blue is the winner. But not only in Gemstones!
In the poem “Popularity,” Robert Browning 

demonstrated that the color Blue seemed to have the
greatest attraction for the most people. He wrote as
follows in the final two stanzas of twelve:

And there's the extract, flasked and fine,
And priced and saleable at last!
And Hobbs, Nobbs, Stokes and Nokes combine
To paint the future from the past,
Put blue into their line.

Hobbs hints blue, ---Straight he turtle eats: Nobbs
prints blue,---claret crowns his cup: Nokes outdares
Stokes in azure feats,---Both gorge. Who fished the
murex up? What porridge had John Keats?

So, then, the grand champion of gemstones would
appear to be the one that is the “Bluest Blue,” which 
brings us to our mineral of the month–Benitoite.
While it does occasionally occur in colorless, pink or
pale green modifications, Benitoite, to wax lyrical, is
“The very soul of blue.”

Benitoite is Barium Titanium Silicate. When
originally discovered in 1907, it was believed to be
Sapphire, but chemists at the University of California
(Berkeley), soon determined its actual composition. It
is hard, measuring 6 – 6.5 on the Moh’s scale, and 
heavy, specific gravity being 3.66 ± 0.02.
Crystallographically, it is in the hexagonal system; the
individual crystals are ditrigonal, dipyramidal; it is a
cyclosilicate, meaning that the silicate structure is in
three-membered rings. Cleavage is poor or absent,
fracture conchoidal, streak white. Luster is vitreous,
and it is transparent to translucent. Associations,
serpentine, glaucophane schist, natrolite and neptunite,
occasionally joaquinite.

Occurrence, in Southwest Texas, some examples
of what can only be termed “Benitoite sand,” 
otherwise only at the type locale, the southern tip of
San Benito County, California, in the Diablo range,
hence the name. The location is now known as The
California State Gem Mine, a logical name, since

benitoite is the official California State Gemstone
since 1985. It is nearly always found, not only in
conjunction with natrolite, but imbedded in a matrix
composed of white natrolite and reddish-black
neptunite. It is removed from matrix by soaking in
dilute hydrochloric (muriatic) acid, which converts the
natrolite to a gel. This is washed off, the specimen
returned to the acid bath and the process repeated until
the benitoite itself is revealed. In this fashion the
typical “Cabinet specimen” which displays blue 
benitoite, red-black Neptunite, and an occasional
orange joaquinite on a bed of white natrolite is
prepared. Such cabinet specimens are in high
demand, and it has been said that it is a poor collection
that does not have at least one. In fact, since benitoite
never was plentiful and specimens have become
increasingly rare, most collections probably are
missing this particular gem of gems. (Some specimens
at reasonable prices have been recently displayed on
E-Bay®.)

As a cut stone, benitoite is among the most
valuable, bearing prices in the vicinity of $1,000.00
per carat, and up. The largest cut benitoite has
recently been offered, unset, at a half million dollars.
Benitoite jewelry, beautiful in itself and enhanced by
proper settings, rivals the most costly rubies,
emeralds, and diamonds. It is in high demand, and if
your jewel box contains a benitoite ring or brooch,
you are fortunate indeed, since you possess a
specimen of one of the most desirable jewels in
existence.

Many collectors believe that it is nothing short of
sacrilegious to cut benitoite, the stone deserving
display as it occurs in nature, and much acrimonious
argument surrounds the existence of cut benitoite. Be
that as it may, and cut or not, benitoite remains among
the most beautiful and desirable of gemstones,
whether as a specimen or as jewelry.

Sources:
Sinkankas, John; Mineralogy, A First Course.
Princeton, NJ, D. van Nostrand, 1967
http://www.picacho.org/place%20names/gem-
mine.html
http://www.benitoite.com/benitoite/index.shtml
Personal visit to the mine.

“New Year’s Day is every 
man’s birthday.” 
Charles Lamb


