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THE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY OF FRANKLIN, NC, INC,
25 Phillips St.
Franklin, NC 28734

Join Us For Our “End
Of The Year” Evening
Of Sharing Food And
Games.

If you have not paid your 2005 dues, this
will be your last issue of The Mountain

Gem.

2004 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 22 (6:00 pam.) 29 (6:30pm) July 6(6:00pm.) 15 (6:30pm)
February 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm) August 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm)
March 16 (6:00 pm.) 25 (6:30pm) September 21 (6:00 p.m.) BANQUET
April 27 (6:00 pam ) 29 (6:30pm) October 19 (6:00 p.m.) 26 (6:30pm)
May 18 (6:00 p.m.) 27 (6:30pm) November 9 {6:00 p.m.) 18 (6:30pm)
June 15 (6:00 p.m.) 24 (6:30pm) December 7 (6 p.m.)Year End Party 9 (6:30 p.m)
Board Meetings: at the museum
General Meetings: at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 5.
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ON THURSDAY
DECEMBER 9TH, WE
WILL HOLD OVR
MEETING AT
THE PARTY ZONE
AT 6:30 P.M.

THE CLVB WILL SUPPLY
TURKEY & HAM WITH
ALL THE TRIMMINGS.
CLVB MEMBERS ARE
ASKED TO ASSIST
WITH OTHER FOOD
ITEMS.

JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS
1 — Maggie Vendrell
2 — Celia Fox

; 4 — Jack Jungles
/ 5 — Dave Snyder
AN 7 — Joan Klosinski
7\ 13 — Penny Lynn Goldstein
18 — Christopher Vendrell
20 — John Crawford
21 — Mary Bedrick
23 — Claire Miller
27 — Violette Ruffley
31 — Barbara Wing

ANNIVERSARIES
7 — Frank & Joan Klosinski
20 — Marty & Becky Martinez
26 — Art & MaryAnne Zoeckler
27 — Quinton & Mittie King
30 — Alfred & Maggie Vendrell

Happy 50" Anniversary: Ted & Jan
Robles, December 21%,

GARNET

Garnet, the January birthstone, derived its name
from the Latin word granatus, meaning like a
grain, which refers to the mode of occurrence
wherein crystals resemble grains or seeds
embedded in the matrix. Garnet 1s a family of
minerals having similar physical and crystalline
properties. They all have the same general
chemical formula, AsBx5i03)3  where A can be
calcium, magnesium, ferrous iron, or manganese,
and B can be aluminum, ferric iron, or chromium,
or in rare instances, titanium.

Garnet displays the greatest variety of color of any
mineral, occurring in every color except blue. For
example, grossularite can be colorless, white, gray,
vellow, yellowish green, various shades of green,
brown, pink, reddish, or black. Andradite garnet
can be yellow-green, green, greenish brown,
orangy vellow, brown, grayish black or black.
Pyrope is commonly purplish red, purplish red,
orangy ted, crimson, or dark red; and almandite is
deep red, brownish red, brownish black or violet-
red. Spessartite garnet can be red, reddish orange,
orange, vellow-brown, reddish brown, or blackish
brown. A few garnets exhibit a color-change
phenomenon. They are one color when viewed in
natural light and another color when viewed in
incandescent light.

In North Carolina, large deposits of almandite and
rhodolite garnet of gem and abrasive quality are
known in Clay, Jackson, Macon, Madison, and
Burke Counties. Abrasive-grade garnet was
produced from some of these deposits from 1900
to about 1926, but no production has been
recorded recently. The deposit of almandite garnet
in Clay County is in hornblende gneiss at Penland
Bald on Buck Creek.

Fine red colored, gem-quality pyrope garnets have
been found in the wastes from placer gold
operations in Burke, McDowell, and Alexander
Counties. Rose-pink rhodolite  garnets are
recovered from gravels in Cowee Creek near
Franklin, and Mason's Branch near Iotla, both in
Macon County. Rhodolite can be found in situ on
Mason Mountain.

Condensed from:

http://minerals.usgs. gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/gemston
es/spl4-95/garnet. html
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

It 1s with sadness that [ inform our members about
the death of Martha DiAngelo. She was our club’s
Parliamentarian for many years. Due to her health
she was absent for the past year and not able to
return to Franklin from Florida. She is missed!

On the lighter side, we thought that we would
include some of the latest wonderful letters we
receive from the Seagul students that visit us each
year.

Dear Volunteers,

I had a great time. Thank you for coming to the
center and doing cool things. I think when Mr.
Plesner was cutting geodes was awesome. | really
enjoyed it when Mr. Muncher let us polish a gem. [
really liked it when I got to see the neat display
Mr. Jungles had. Thanks for showing us how to
wire-wrap. My favorite room was the florescent
room. [ appreciate all you did for us.

Sincerely,

JToseph Prewitt

P.S. Thank you for the gems.

Dear museum volunteers,

Thank you for all your hard work. The best station
at the campground was the gem cutting T liked
everything else. My favorite part at the museum
was the jail cell. Also my favorite part was the
whole museum because it was a creative display in
each room we went into. Thank you for having the
SEAGUL students, chaporones, and the teachers
on the trip. Again thank you.

P.5. THANK YOU

YOUR FRIEND

EMILY EMMONS

Dear museum volunteers,

I loved your museum and plan to come back. My
favorite part of the museum was the jewel room
because, of the gem that had the lockness monster
in it, it was cool. T also liked the night before my
favorite part was the gem cutting because the man
that was teaching was cutting our stones to.

By JOEY CARTER

Dear volunteers,

I thank you for all you did. T had a great time. 1
like seeing the dancers dance but I didn't like to
dance but they made me (before the club members
came they had people showing them how to
square-dance). What rooms did I like the best? I
liked the slammer and florescent. The packet of
gemstones were the best. But there's only one thing
wrong. | took my ruby and sliced it with a golf
club because it was not cut and polished. So it
looked like a geode. So I wanted some crystals.
But then a friend told me it was a ruby. And I said
oh my god because I was mad at myself because 1
love rubies.

Sincerely,

Your friend,

Kelsi Vaughn

And that folks is a few of the many
letters sent to us by the SEAGUL
students in thanks. These are copied
(including spelling!!) from the original
hand-written letters. $So if vou are
amused and want to have a part in this,
please volunteer next spring and fall
when these and many other students
come to the museum. It is a very
enjoyable experience!!

ALCOHOL SAFETY

Since it burns with an almost invisible flame,
extreme caution should be used when working
with denatured alcohol. If it is spilled on the
hands or clothing and accidentally ignited, the
flames may not be noticed until the damage has
been done. A buming alcohol lamp is not very
obvious. The hazard can be lessened if
something 15 added to give the flame visibility.
Two teaspoons of boric acid powder thoroughly
dissolved in one pint of denatured alcohol will
cause it to burn with a pale green flame.

From Golden Spike News, 2/01
via Osage Hills Gems May 2003

AMFS website; www.amfed.org
SFMS and Lodestar: www.amfed.org/sfims







