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AQUAMARINE - MARCH'S BIRTHSTORE
By Ted Robles,
The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC Inc.

Aquamarine is regarded as the
Emerald’s “Poor Cousin.” Chemically nearly
identical to the emerald, both being Beryllium
Aluminum Silicates, it is blue rather than green,
is more abundant than its more expensive
relative, and possesses its own beauty. It is a
relatively light gemstone, having a specific
gravity of 2.8 £ 0.1. It is quite hard, being in the
range 7.5 - 8.0, and is in the Hexagonal crystal
system. It can occur in what can only be termed
“Monstrous™ crystals, sometimes reaching a
length of more than thirty feet, and weighing
more than 25 tons; however, such huge crystals
are seldom if ecver of gem quality. An
outstanding characteristic of Aquamarine, and
one which can be used to determine whether a
given stone is true “Aqua” or an imitation; when
viewed with the aid of polarized light, its
appearance will change from pale blue or blue-
green to a variable color, depending on the
light, from almost colorless to an astonishingly
vivid cobalt; this color change must be seen to
be believed, it is startling. Aquamarine usually
occurs in  granitic rocks, particularly in
Pegmatites; it has been found on every
continent, the best coming from Brazil. Since it
is hard, it makes a durable gemstone, although
its brittleness requires care in setting. If you
were born in March, wear it as “Yowr”™
birthstone; and even if you weren’t, an
occasional “Aqua™ makes an attractive change
of pace from the more flamboyant gems.
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

We had a great January meeting. The Stalcups
provided us with lots of delicious food. We still
need a refreshment chairman. Even if vou don’t
want to provide the refreshments each month, if
you would consider organizing this fun part of the
meeting, we would all appreciate it.

Jack Jungles has been working in the equipment
room. It 1s looking great! It looks like he’s getting
ready for classes to start.

If you didn’t attend the January meeting but are
interested in the gem tree class, please contact
Debbie Siegfried. If you are interested in the other
classes, contact Jack Jungles.

Several club members assisted Debbie and Jack
with the home school students that visited our
museum. [ don’t know who enjoved it more, the
students or the instructors.

As some of you may know, our past president,
Eleanor Davis has been quite ill since our
September banquet. Recently she came down with
pneumonia and was taken to Asheville for
treatment. From the Asheville hospital, she was
admitted to our local rehab center. Eleanor is
recovering from the pneumonia but still needs lots
of care to rehabilitate her limbs. As of this date,
she is recovering at home.

There’s good news about Sylvia Edwards,
Eleanor’s daughter. She 1s scheduled the 5™ of
March for her first visit at Duke Hospital We are
all hoping that it won’t be long before she has the
much-needed surgery.

Cel Fox has also come down with pneumonia.
Even though she is no longer in Franklin, she is in
our thoughts for a speedy recovery.

An update on Chick Snyder is that she went
through the eye surgery and is now recovering at
home in Florida.

At our February meeting, Ted Robles will be
awarding a plaque to Elizabeth Siegfried for her
article on Cameos that appeared in The Mountain
Gem. We are so proud of Elizabeth and her
accomplishments. We appreciate all of the work
that Elizabeth does for our club.

For The Garden Of Your Daily Living
Author unknown
Plant 3 rows of peas:

1. Peas of mind
2. Peas of heart
3. Peas of soul

Plant 4 rows of squash
1. Squash gossip
2. Squash indifference
3 Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness

Plant 4 rows of lettuce
1. Lettuce be faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3 Lettuce us be patient
4. Lettuce really love one another

No garden 1s without turnips

1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3 Turnip to help one another

To conclude our garden, we must have thyme:
1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3 Thyme for friends

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love,
From: Snoopy Gems, 12/02.. via: Lodestar 12/02

ALCOHOL SAFETY

Since it burns with an almost invisible flame,
extreme caution should be used when working
with denatured alcohol. If it is spilled on the hands
or clothing and accidentally ignited, the flames
may not be noticed until the damage has been
done. A burning alcohol lamp is not very obvious.
The hazard can be lessened if something 1s added
to give the flame visibility. Two teaspoons of boric
acid powder thoroughly dissolved in one pint of
denatured alcohol will cause it to burn with a pale

green flame.
From Golden Spike News, 2/01
Via Osage Hills Gems May 2003

Please pick up a renewal or new subscription
form to the Rock and Gem magazine at the
February meeting. If you cannot attend the
meeting, please contact Ray Behr by telephone,
mail or email as soon as possible for our club to
benefit from this offer. Refer to General Meeting
Minutes.
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Curator Comments.......
Your Help Is Needed
W ulfenite Wendell Mohy,
By Bruce Siegfried, curator of The Franklin Gem and AFMS Commemorative Stamps
Mineral Museum, Franklin, NC for The Mountain Gem Comniitice

Delicate crystals,
Sparkly stones,
DELIGHTFUL!

Waulfenite is most often found in the popular color
range of intense yellow, orange, red, and brown,
and all the combinations of these colors that are
possible. However, colorless and black and white
and a few other odd colors do exist.

Even though wulfenite mainly forms small tubular
crystals, or thin plates, collectors eagerly pursue
these cute little specimens. Wulfenite is so
desirable because it easily becomes the highlight
of any display, any collection.

With a hardness of barely three, it doesn’t lend
itself to cabbing or faceting. However it has been
mined extensively as an ore of lead and
molybdenum. Imagine crushing all those crystals
and melting down such beauties just for lead!

Waulfenite is often associated with pyromorphite,
mimetite, vanadinite, cerrusite, and anglesite. At
first it was just called “yellow lead spar” in the
Austrian lead mines of the late 1700°s, by an
investigating priest, F. X. VonWulfen. Eventually
the mineral was named for him.

Waulfenite heavily favors arid regions of the world,
and so vou wouldn’t be surprised to hear that it’s
found all over the desert southwest of our country.
Arizona is perhaps most well known as a source of
wulfenite. Not only are its specimens considered
the best in the world; even more; it’s favored with
over 150 wulfenite sites.

The Red Cloud Mine heads the list of the most
famous and the best sources of wulfenite. Every
collector strives to attain one of its choice red
wulfenite crystals. Probably number two in
wulfenite is Mexico, (they do try harder don’t
thev?) particularly from the Los Lamentos and
Mapimi mining areas. Namibia and Morocco
qualify for honorable mention of specimens.

Bob Jones of “Rock and Gem” fame stated of
wulfenite: “It never fails to draw attention to itself
and always displays well.” Indeed tiny wulfenite
has a lot to be proud.

{You can enjoy the museum’s wulfenite specimens in cases

8, 11 and 40,)

AFMS Newsletter January 2004

The
Societies has an ongoing goal of having subjects of

American Federation of Mineralogical
interest appear on commemorative stamps.
Currently we are attempting to get gemstones on
stamps.

The 2003 Umnited States 50 State Quarters program
features a faceted diamond gemstone on the
Arkansas 25 cent piece. Collect these and also
support gemstones on stamps too!

We need YOU to actively support and promote the
project by sending letters to the USPS. You do not
have to be an AFMS member to write, so
encourage vyour friends and relatives to get
involved too. Letters or petitions for stamp
subjects should be sent to:

The Citizens Stamp advisory Committee ¢/o Stamp
Development U.S. Postal Service 475 L'Enfant
Plaza SW, Room 5670 Washington, DC 20260-
2437

In your letter, be sure to tell the committee, in your
own words, how vou would like to see a series of
gemstones on stamps issued. {There have never
been gemstones on U.S. issued stamps.)

Thanks for vour assistance. With your help, we
CAN make this happen!

SUBJECT: WHY WE LOVE KIDS

Author unknown
Elderly While working for an organization that
delivers lunches to elderly
shut-ins, T used to take my
four-year-old daughter on my
afterncon rounds. She was
unfailingly intrigued by the
various appliances of old age,
particularly  the canes,
walkers and wheelchairs. One day 1 found her
staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. Asl
braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions,
she merely turned and whispered, “The tooth fairy
will never believe this!”

From THE CHISELER, April 2003
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JANUARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING JANUARY 22, 2004:

The January meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called
to order by President Linda Behr, at 6 pm. on
January 22, 2004, in the museum Meeting Room.
Present were: Ted Robles, Ray Behr, Claire Miller,
Tim Rhodes, Dean Plesner and Barbara Wing.
Also present: Jack Jungles, Fred Plesner, Robert
Durrance and Linda Smith.

There being no changes or corrections to the
minutes, they were accepted as published in The
Mountain Gem.

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr gave report
on monthly-itemized categories. Christmas party
was $103.75, show income from October
$2940.13; total club income was $2806.88.
Museum purchases $622.00; sales $129.00; total
museum expenses was $686.41. Overall gain
$2120.47 See report on file for details.

Quarterly report passed out. See report on file.
Note: Show income (check was late from July so
that July and October shows combined in last
quarter). Income was $7093 .46,

Ray also gave the Quarterly Net Worth Report.
See report on file for details.

Ted Robles spoke on the possibility of a telephone
discount that was brought up last month; he called
Verizon and was advised that our phone must be a
business phone since no one is living in the
building. However, Dean Plesner suggested
checking with Smoky Mountain Net, Ray Behr
will look into this.

THE MOUNTAIN GEM Deadline 1s February 7th.
2004,

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner
sent cards to Eleanor Davis, one at Angel Hospital
and a second to Mission. She will be at the hospital
for after-care at Angel for pneumonia. Molly
Miller was hospitalized in California  with
congestive heart failure for 3 days.

In Dean’s absence, Fred Plesner sent a card to Tim
Rhodes also.

MUSEUM Jack Jungles: Ad hoc Museum
Committee meeting was held on January 22, 2004
Present: Linda Behr, Debra and Bruce Siegfried,
Jack Jungles, Mary Bedrick and Ted Robles.
Absent: Ray Behr and Robert Durrance. Meeting
directed by Ted Robles.

Subjects covered:

*Ted will speak to Mike Decker about any
restrictions concerning hanging new sign. He has
so far been unable to reach him.

*Roof leaked from snow buildup. Taken care of.
*Discussed any missing keys. Most are in.
*Elizabeth Siegfried will start tabulations for
visitors to the Museum at the start of this new year.
She will design new sign-in sheets and hosts and
hostesses can use these also.

*Add cleaning of restrooms in the morning to
opening directions.

*Jack to purchase new glass for top of display
cabinet in gift shop. Cost is $81.00 for 1/4" plate.
*Museum sign frame done now; prices needed
now for insert.

*Waiting on plumber to take out slop sinks. Jack
can do if no response from any plumber.

* Discussed and priced track lights, rope lights and
open sign light.

*Brochures are being designed. Debra Siegfried is
handling this.

*Plaque on building needs attention. Will update
plagues in museum after positions are agreed upon
by membership.

*On Jan. 12th, Jack, LaNea Willison and Linda
Smith had a teaching class (crafis, cabbing and
wire wrapping) for students who are home
schoolers. They left a donation of $54.00. One of
the children bought a bola slide, so museum made
$64.00. We may also get a new member out of this
group.

Donated items to go to curator; new forms
prepared and updated and reviewed with hosts.
*Shutoff valve for water on front sidewalk.

*Next Museum meeting is on February 14th at 1
p.m.

OLD BUSINESS

Tuesday's Franklin Press had an article on heritage
tourism plans for Macon County. Linda Behr
attended. This is part of BLUE RIDGE
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA. Feb. 5 there will
be a meeting at the Community Center at 5:30 PM.

Linda passed out two sheets on Friends of
Mountain History and guidelines for obtaining
grants in 2004. It would be to our advantage to try
to do this in July. Linda Behr asked for a
committee to pursue this. See details on file.

Need to know how many people come through the
museum. All grants awarded must be matched on a
50-50 basis. Need a sign-in sheet for volunteer
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JANUARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING JANUARY 22, 2004 (cont’d)

hours. Ted Robles volunteered to make the login
sheets. Jack Jungles suggested hosts sign in at the
top of the visitor sheets. Ray Behr will be on it.
Linda Smith will be consultant. Linda will speak
on it at general meeting.

Our thanks to Dean Plesner for all the work on the
Christmas Party and the September Installation
Banquet. There is a suggestion of having covered
dish dinners in the future for these events.

We will have Board meetings in evenings. Next
meeting will be Feb. 17th at 6 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS

*t was decided that any motions put forth to the
Board should be written down and passed to the
secretary.

*Jack Jungles spoke on museum hours for
Saturdays. It is felt that the Museum should be
opened at 11 am. on Saturdays rather than noon.
Barb Wing made motion that these hours be
adopted, for Saturdays as 11 am to 3 pm; Ted
Robles seconded; all in favor and motion passed.

*Linda Behr spoke on advertising in Chamber
News: 1/8 of page ad is $50, one-time ad. This is a
supplement to the Franklin Press. We can advertise
if the Board approves it. The president has a $500
contingency fund to be used for whatever purposes
the president deems necessary. Fred Plesner,
Publications, will check on specific costs.

*Chamber of Commerce requested borrowing our
tables again.

*February anniversary will be a very special one.
There will be 4 door prizes; two for women and
two for men. Donated by the Museum Committee.

*Approved Mary Bedrick as Membership
Committee Chair and Jan Robles for Constitution
& By-Laws.

*Budget did not include allowance for any
members to attend the SFMS or AFMS meetings.
Ted Robles made motion that we reimburse
individual member costs of attending these
meeting or meetings, not to exceed 3$250.
Seconded by Molly Miller; all in favor and motion
passed.

*Linda Behr noted that she has filled out the
SFMS renewal. This year there are 80 members,
last year 107.

*Received a letter from our scholarship recipient's
(Christopher Bochicchio) associate professor of
geology at Western Carolina University extolling
virtues of Chris.

*Hlizabeth Siegfried has been awarded 9th place
for her Junior article in AFMS; also second place
with SFMS for Cameos.

*Linda Behr got second place SFMS for new
editor; also Honorable Mention in adult articles.

*Fred Plesner suggested regarding the Gemboree
that in lieu of bringing all the food in we might
want to 1ssue chits to be honored, that would keep
a running tab. Chamber of commerce would like to
do this.

*Re: the parking of the trailer. We need to consider
moving to the N. 441 parking lot of Mr. Schabilion
(wholesale show parking lot.)

There being no further business,

adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

meeting

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary

COO0LOCOLCLOLCOLLOY

Interesting Tidbits:

Early politicians required feedback from the public
to determine what was considered important to the
people. Since there were no telephones, TV's or
radios, the politicians sent their assistants to local
taverns, pubs and bars who were told to "go sip
some ale” and listen to people's conversations and
political ~ concerns. Many  assistants  were
dispatched at different times. "You go sip here"
and "You go sip there." The two words "go sip"
were eventually combined when referring to the
local opinion and thus, we have the term " gossip."

Ladies wore corsets which would lace up in the
front. A tightly tied lace was worn by a proper and

dignified lady as in "straight laced.” (OOOOO






