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SAVE STAMPS

2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September TBA TBA
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 5.

Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always
the last Thursday of each month!
The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Gemboree Show Dates: .July 27-31; Vendors’ Dinner July 26;
Leaf Lookers’ Gemboree Dates: October 21-23
(More details later.)
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ON THVURSDAY,
FEBRVARY 17th,

AT 6:30 PM. WE WILL
HAVE OVR MONTHLY
MEETING AT THE MACON
COMMUNITY CENTER
ON HIGHWAY 441 SOVTH.
WE WILL CELEBRATE OVR
CLVUB’S 33°° ANNIVERSARYVY!
REFRESHMENTS
WILL BE SERVED.

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYD
I - Maurine White
2 - Shirley Burley

/ % - Amy Younker
14 - Mable Reckwerdt
e 14 - John Speer
27 - Gihoria Durfey
ANNIVERDARIED

4 - Nathan & Parbara Tartak
12 - John & Dorothy Lrawford
206 - Glen & La Nea Willison
27 - John & Nancy Dpeer

Alternate Birthstones: March, “Jade”
by Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

[For some time, now, we have introduced each
month’s 1ssue of The Mountain Gem with a short
description of the stone traditionally associated
with each month. For the next few issues we shall
consider “Alternate Choices.” These are just as
valid as the conventional ones, if sometimes less
well known. We hope vou will enjoy the change of
emphasis.)

In the first place, “Jade™ is a misnomer. Paul
Dowling, the Opal expert, who has traveled
extensively in China and has acquired an extensive
number of “Jade” objets d’art, told me that in
Chinese, “Jade” means “Any stone which can be
carved!” So a lot of “Jade™ 1s actually Bowenite,
Soapstone, or even plasma. That said, there is quite
enough confusion associated with “Jade” in other
countries, since there are two varieties; Nephrite,
which 1s a felted mixture of Tremolite (Basic
Calcium Magnesium Silicate) and Actinolite
(Basic Calcium Magnesium Iron Silicate), and
Jadeite, which 1s an actual mineral, being Sodium
Aluminum (Iron) Silicate. Both share a single
unique quality, being extremely tough, resistance
to casual “Knocks” being an important
characteristic. A gentleman I know tried to break
off a piece of Nephrite with a hammer from a 4-
inch by ' inch lens. He drove it through a
concrete sidewalk!) Both feel greasy, both are
heavy, Jadeite being of Specific Gravity 3.4+0.1,
Nephrite 3.04£0.1 both are hard, Nephrite around
6.0, and Jadeite around 6.5. Both cut outstandingly
durable and interesting pieces; the Avery Brundage
collection of “Jade,” mostly Jadeite, being
unbelievably attractive. Jadeite in particular attains
many interesting colors, depending on the amount
of iron or chromium in its makeup, lavender Jade
being particularly beautiful. Nephrite 1s less
variable, being mostly varying shades of green.
The “Apple Green” Jade found in Wyoming is
probably the most beautiful and desirable,
although the “Jade Cove™ Jade of the California
coast is also quite attractive. Massive pieces of
Nephrite are found in the Frazer River in British
Columbia, the Stifle Claims in Placer County,
California, and the San Benito Mountains also in
California. (I once watched a gentleman trying to
break a piece off a multi-ton Nephrite boulder with
a 12-pound sledge. After half an hour he gave up,
having hardly marred the stone).

Toughness aside, either material cuts well and
polishes beautifully, giving rise to attractive and
durable pieces which can be a credit to any
Jewelry Box, and worn with appreciation.

So if you were born in March, consider Jade as an
appropriate Birthstone, even though it is notably
different from the conventional Aquamarine.

Sources; Prinz et als, Simon and Schuster’s Guide to Rocks
and Minerals Sinkankas, John: Mineralogy, a first course
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In Loving Memory of Trudy Miller.....
By Shirley Baughman with Claire Miller and Molly Miller

Trudy Miller passed away on Friday,
January 14, 2005 at the age of 79. A Memorial
Service was held on Tuesday, January 27" at the
Methodist Church in Havesville, North Carolina.

Trudy and her husband Art, who preceded
her in death, were longtime, active members of the
Society. For those of you who may not be aware,
Trudy’s husband and Claire’s husband were
brothers. In years past, often the three Miller
couples who were members of the Society (Trudy
and Art, Claire and Norman, Molly and Iim)
enjoved going on “rock hound” field trips together
having a great time with some of those trips being
out-of-state.

Even though Trudy moved to Young
Harris, Ga. several years ago to be near her family,
her interest in the Gem Society continued and
whenever possible she would attend our special
events and “get-togethers” so she could see her
many friends. And we looked forward to those
times with her.

Trudy had a quick wit, wry sense of
humor and friendly smile that will be missed by
those of us who were fortunate to have known her.
Our fond memories of her will remain within our
hearts. May God bless her soul. The Society
extends deepest sympathy to the members of
Trudy’s family.

He Only Takes the Best

Author unknown

God saw she was getting tired
And a cure was not to be,

So He put His arms around her
And whispered, “Come with Me.”

With tearful eyes

We watched her suffer

And saw her fade away
Although we loved her dearly
We could not make her stay.

A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands to rest,

God broke our hearts to prove to us
He only takes the best.

I%P'\ K
S IV ' \

Linda Behr, President and Editor

It’s been a very busy January with lots of
paperwork, etc. We filed the yearly papers with the
SFMS. Our membership numbers have increased!

We appreciate North Carolina SFMS
representative, Michael Streeter for visiting us at
the January meeting. I"'m hoping that he’ll make a
repeat visit this summer so that the summer
members will get to meet him and his lovely wife,
Chrissy.

Some of our faithful members have been
very, very busy as usual. Sometimes we can get
more work done in the winter due to the museum
being closed. We don’t have to divide our time
between hosting and doing the other necessary
work needed for maintaining the museum or
Juggling the opening hours and working hours.

Fred Plesner has been busy with
preparations for the July Gemboree and keeping us
posted on the local activities promoting the 150™
anniversary of the town of Franklin.

Linda Smith is starting the Junior group
with lots of plans. She has some great ideas! So if
you know of someone who would enjoy being a
part of this up and coming group, let her know or
bring them to a meeting.

I would like to thank Mary Bedrick for
setting up a current phone tree. When we have
necessary changes or announcements, if you live in
Franklin, vou should receive a call (if we have
your correct information).

On the outside of each newsletter you will
find the times and dates for the General Meetings
and Board Meetings. As dates can change from
month to month, please check each month.

o0eee

Do you sew and want to volunteer to make vests
for our club members? With the celebrations this
year, wouldn’t it be nice for ALL of us to wear
vests symbolic of our club?

eoeee

March’s deadline for articles in the bulletin is
March 15" Generally the
deadline coincides with

2 when the Board meets. I

need two weeks before

the meeting to prepare
and mail the newsletter.
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board Meeting of January 25, 2005

(condensed for publication)

This meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called to
order by president Linda Behr at 6:00 pm. on
January 25, 2005. Present were: Ray Behr, Fred
and Dean Plesner, Jack Jungles, Claire Miller, Ted
Robles, Linda Smith, and Barbara Wing. Absent
were Bruce Siegfried and Mary Bedrick. Also
present: Edgar Wing.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr reported club net
mcome of $1932.89, which included the Gemboree
$2456.18; museum expenses $802.74, leaving total
net of $1130.87. Ray reported a CD is maturing
Feb. 22; discussion on whether to roll over or cash
for museum improvements, after which new CD
could be obtained. Ted Robles made a motion that
the money currently in CD, be taken in cash when
due Feb. 22 for said needed repairs; after which
balance can go back into a CD. Jack Jungles
seconded motion, all in favor; passed.
Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner:
report. She needs to be advised of illness, etc.
Museum Report Jack Jungles needs ideas for the
front yard. If anyone has any ideas, please let Jack
and/or Board know. There is a problem with one of
the trim saws (possibly burned up); using the other
one right now.

Constitution and By-Laws
Robles 1s still working on it.

No

Committee Ted

0Old Business

Ray and Linda Behr attended SFMS Annual
Meeting in Norcross, Ga. Ted Robles made motion
that money be allocated for attendance at the
annual SFMS meeting and one or more other
meetings during a calendar vear, as authorized by
the Board. Expenses to be reimbursed, not to
exceed $200 per trip. Jack Jungles seconded; all in
favor; passed.

New Business

Fred Plesner: Pumpkin Fest and Gemboree may
have a schedule conflict. The Sunday opening time
has been changed to noon for both the July and
October Shows.

The key to the old jail has been found and
presented to the Historical Society. Fred arranged a
loan agreement whereby it could be displaved part
of the year in each museum. There was discussion
of a suitable case and splitting the cost (if we can
display it half the year). Our Curator and President
and the Historical Society's director and President
will finalize arrangements.

Calendar Linda Behr suggested we make the
Installation Banquet earlier and also have our
October meeting before the Gemboree. Banquet
may now be September 22. The October meeting
will be October 13th before the October 21
Gemboree.

Meeting Times Linda Smith made a motion that
we change the Board meetings to 6:30 p.m. on the
Tuesday before the General meetings. Jack Jungles
seconded the motion; all in favor; passed.

Ray Behr: We need a four drawer file cabinet.
$150 15 allocated in the budget for such purchases.
AFMS/MWEF Convention will be held in St
Louis, Mo. 8/16-8/21/05. (refer to newsletter for
more information)

Meetings:

NC Tourism Development: Linda Smith and Ray
Behr attended this meeting.

Heritage Development, NC Dept. of Commerce-
Division of Tourism Meeting Feb. 1: Linda Smith
may attend. Renewing Franklin Summit meeting
Feb. 13: Ted Robles will attend. We should have a
display about our club with brochures, etc.
Referred to curator and gift shop manager a letter
from attorneys liquidating an estate.

Thanks from Rick and Shirley Baughman for
being invited to the End of Year Party.

Ted Robles was previously authorized to buy
Dana's "New Mineralogy" book. He will take the
$200 authorized and pay the balance of $53 as a
gift to the Museum Library.

Discussed some members carpooling to William
Holland for classes.

Gaye White, donated more of her rocks.
Discussion followed on distribution of some of the
material to Junior and Regular members with some
also being allocated to Youth Education.

Linda Smith suggested a different color vest for
the Juniors. We need volunteers to sew these and
also make new vests for regular members.

Next month's Board meeting will be February
15th. Meeting adjourned 7:40 p.m.

Thank you, Gaye White
for all of the donations.

Notice: ALL BOARD MEETINGS
ARE NOW AT 6:30 P.M.
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society General Meeting of January 27, 2005

(condensed for publication)

President Linda Behr called the January General
Meeting of the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society
to order on Thursday, Jan. 27, 2005 at the
Community Center, at 6:30 p.m. There were 23
members present and 8 wvisitors: Shirley
Baughman, Mike and Chris Streeter, Tom and
Linda Sterrett, Joe Ripley, June Hunter, and Don
Smith.

Refer to The Mountain Gem bulletin for monthly
deadline dates.

Treasurer's Report Net profit for December was
$1932.89 See reports on file for details.
Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner needs to
know of any illnesses so she can send cards.
Museum Report Contact Jack Jungles or Chip
Sackman with ideas on renovating the grass area
for a maintenance free environment. If there is
anyone who has the expertise to fix a trim saw
motor, contact Jack.

Gift Shop Debra Siegfried nothing to report.
Librarian Dean Plesner received a book, Dana's
"New Mineralogy." Dean is looking for anyone
that would like to help her in the library.
Education Linda Smith is starting a Junior
Member Club. Future Rockhound of America
(FRA) earns badges. SFMS has a "Junior Member
of the Year." Junior members will be given criteria
for this award and scholarships to Wild Acres or
William Holland. A scholarship 1s also provided
for an accompanying adult. Elizabeth Siegfried
and her mom have been three times. SFMS
sponsors a week at William Holland. There is $250
fee for live-in students plus any incidental
materials fee. For commuters, it is $115 a week.
Possibly some of us could carpool and commute.
Student museum tours: March 22 and 23 is Rabun
Gap, 9:30 a.m There will be 20 students each day.
They will tour the museum and watch faceting and
cabbing demos, etc. Last year we taught wire
wrapping. We need volunteers to come in on those
days to help host or demonstrate.

April 5th, there will be 25 fourth graders from
Peachtree Elementary to tour the museum. Hosts
needed.

April 15 1s the annual Heritage Days at the Macon
Middle School. We need 4 people including 3
demos in each room. Lunch and a small breakfast
is provided

Gemborees May Mother's Day Gemboree is
questionable. The July Gemboree 1s set for July 27
to 31st. Set-up is on the 26th. The Sunday 11
o'clock opening has been changed to noon. The

food concession is still being discussed. The Leaf-
Lookers Gemboree is October 21 - 23" Set-up 1s
the 20th. There may be a conflict with Pumpkin
Fest this year.

A key to the old jail has been found. It is now the
property of the Macon Co. Historical Society.
They have agreed in principle to loan it to us
during the summer months and they will display it
in the winter months.

The town of Franklin is celebrating its
sesquicentennial in 2005. 1t would be nice if we
could come up with some ideas for the celebration.
Membership Mary Bedrick reported that we have
more members this year than we did last year.

New Business

Ray and Linda Behr attended the SFMS annual
meeting 1n Suwanee GA. The AFMS/MWF
convention will be August 16-21 in St. Louis, MO.
We are looking for a volunteer to make new vests
for the club; we will supply material.

Linda and Ray can't attend all the tourism, etc.
meetings that come up. Ted Robles and Fred
Plesner have agreed to attend the "Renewing
Franklin Summit" meeting Feb. 13™ at the Macon
Bank Bldg. from 2-5 p.m. It would be nice if there
were 3 or 4 people to help as this is soliciting
volunteers from the community. Linda Smith will
attend a meeting of the NC Heritage Development
Committee on February 1%,

We still need a Program Chairperson.

Next month's meeting will celebrate the club's
33™ anniversary. Please contact Debra Siegfried if
yvou can help in any way.

The Business meeting concluded at 7:15 p.m.
Mike Streeter, the SFMS Representative for NC
presented certificates to Linda Behr, Elizabeth
Siegfried, Ted Robles, Joe Ripley, and Shirley
Baughman. See newsletter for award details.
Sylvia Edwards, Billy Buchanan, and Doris and
Wally Smith were not present for their awards.
Last year the club decided to raffle a scholarship
to William Holland or Wild Acres for a member.
The number of chances was based on the amount
of volunteer hours put in by members and the
Board. Ray Behr won. The 1% alternate was Kay
Kennedy, and the 2nd alternate was Linda Behr.
Door prizes winners: Jack Jungles, John Haves,
Linda Smith, Nancy Stalcup and Fred Plesner.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary






