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Amethyst - February’s Birthstone
By Ted Robles,
The Gem & Mineral Society of Frankiin, North Carolina, Inc.

Once upon a time, the god Bacchus, the
patron of revelers, usually portrayed as an
overweight roisterer, was walking through the
woods, when he overheard Diana, the Goddess of
the hunt, a notorious virgin, and a good bit of a
prude, discussing various Deities with her brother
Apollo. He smiled to himself, admiring her
sharpness of tongue and the cleverness of her
depiction of the foibles of their fellow Olympians,
until she happened to mention “Bacchus; that fat,
licentious old drunk.” The fact that the description
was no more than accurate did nothing to assuage
his anger at the insult; “Why, that — {expletive) —
just for that, the next person who enters these
woods will be eaten by wild tigers!”

Not long after, in the same woods, which
were sacred to Diana, he came across a beautiful
maiden, named Amethyst, who was on her way to
worship at Diana’s shrine. Now, unfortunately, the
quality of a God’s curse is that it is literal. She was
the next person, so the tigers rushed to devour her.
Even though Bacchus repented of his rash words,
he could do nothing but watch. The maiden
screamed a prayer to Diana to save her, and the
Goddess did the best she could. She changed the
maiden to a statue of clear quartz. True, it made
her inedible, but it alse removed her from the land
of the living. Bacchus, to atone for his rash deed in
some small measure, poured a flask of wine over
the statue, thus staining it purple and giving rise to
the name of the stone.

More prosaically, Amethyst is simply
Quartz whose color is derived from metallic
impurities. Legendarily, 1t has assumed an
importance far removed from its prosaic origin. It
was the ninth stone in Aaron’s breastplate, and was
inscribed with the symbol of the Tribe of Dan. It
had the reputation of protecting its wearer from
lightning and hail, and it prevented drunkenness. A
goblet fashioned of Amethyst was said to be a
sovereign protection against poison. Cleopatra’s
signet ring was carved of Amethyst, and in the
British Roval Crown there is a magnificent
specimen, which was once set in the ring of
Edward the Confessor. Traditionally, the rings of
Bishops are set with Amethysts, and the stone 1s
allegedly an activator of the so-called “Crown”
Chakra, a bodily energy center resident in the top
(cont’d. to page 2)
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Amethyst - February’s Birthstone {cont’d.)

center of the head. In short, much esoteric lore is
associated with the stone, which is surely one of
the most beautiful of the gemstones, even though
relatively abundant. It 1s found worldwide, the
Korean Amethyst being the most highly prized,
while the South African is nearly as beautiful. Fine
Amethyst 1s found in nearly all of Eurasia and
South America, Brazilian Amethyst being of high
quality, while excellent gemstones also are found
in Central and North America, notably in North
Georgia. If your birthday is February, you are
doubly fortunate, in that your birthstone is not only
among the most beautiful, but one which is rich in
history and legend. Wear it in good health; it may
not really protect you from all the dangers that
legend says it will, but who cares? It is beautiful,
and in the last analysis that’s what wearing
gemstones is all about.
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

We are now short of two board member with Rick
and Shirley Baughman’s resignations. Since there
1s no museum manager, it’s been rough conducting
business but as usual our club members are
dedicated and cooperated to hold this club and
museum together. At the January general meeting,
we will open for nomination from the floor the
following positions: two board members to fill out
the remaining term until September’s election and
Museum manager.

We are in need of the following committee
chairmen: Constitution/By-Laws; refreshments;
scholarships and museum assistant manager.
Please contact me if you are interested in any of
these positions.

We had a wonderful tumout for the Window
Wonderland. The first night was slow due to the
weather, but the second night made up for it. We
had local residents that had NEVER been to our
museum and were looking forward to the
springtime when the upstairs would be open for
visitors. Our hosts were: Ray and Linda Behr,
Mary Bedrick, Dean Plesner, Jack Jungles, Lonnie
and Nancy Stalcup.

Eleanor Davis said that the Head Start party was a
little disappointing in that many of the children
were sick with the flu and that they couldn’t have
refreshments due to the current location. Lara
Jackson was Mrs. Santa and Claire Miller assisted
in giving out the presents. The great news is that
after purchasing the gifts there was enough money
to apply to the children’s spring trip. This annual
trip is always a treat for the children and the extra
funds will greatly help out.

The year’s monthly meeting calendar is incorrect.
Please change the April date to the 29™ and the
May to 27™,

Our board meetings are open to any member. If
you have a subject that you wish to be brought
before the board, please call or e-mail me so that it
can be put on the agenda. Please contact a board
member for the next time and date until it is
published in the newsletter. We are working on the
time and dates in an effort to make it convenient
for all board members.

We will miss June Hunter’s help in finding a
scholarship recipient. This scholarship 1s given
each year to a local college student studying the
earth sciences. Our present student, Christopher
Bochicchio has received two scholarships from us.
The letters of recommendation are so full of praise
for this young man that we should all feel proud of
assisting someone sharing our interests.

I attended my first meeting of the Macon County
Heritage Tourism Strategic Planning Task Force.
It’s exciting to be a part of this group that is
promoting tourism...as we rely on this as part of
our museum’s survival.

As vyou read earlier in this column, Rick and
Shirley will no longer be active members of our
club. Words would never express the sadness that
we all feel. They have been behind the scenes for
several years helping in many different ways. We
will all miss them.

We received a letter with pictures from Wally and
Doris Smith. We sure do look forward to their
smiling faces returning this spring.

Chick Snyder is scheduled for eye surgery in
January. We will be thinking of her and wishing
only the best for her.
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Nothing
By Steve True in SKAGIT GEMS

I am using this time while I have nothing to do
to let yvou know that T have nothing to say. People
tend to look at the word “nothing” and belittle its
importance, however, it can mean life or death;
success or failure; joy or sadness. Mountain
climbers have died when they stepped on it.

Parachutists are upset when they pull the ripcord
and it comes out. Farmers have lost their farms
when they grew i1t. Ball players and coaches have
lost their jobs when they score it. Women have
been whistled at when they wore it as a girdle or
bra, and many women make a good living when
they dance init. It is also a reason for joy when it
represents the sum of your debts.

It is what you earn when you do it. T have saved
it over the years and now have it in my bank
account. It is what you generally learn from a
politician making a speech. It is often discussed at
meetings, and arguments and fights start over the
subject. T often find it in my mailbox, and only
last night received it from the milk machine. I
could go on, but it will mean nothing. I just want
you to be aware as you go through life that when
you get some time to relax, you should think on
this subject... ...

Don’t try to thank me, it’s nothing,

From THE NAPALITE Avpil 1982;
vig THE GLACIAL DRIFTER April 2003
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HINTS AND TIPS

Author unknown

One of the most useful and versatile tools on your
workbench should be the orangewood stick. This
tool is sold for the purpose of working on cuticles
and 1s available in all cosmetic departments. The
orangewood stick 1s soft enough to not mar gold or
silver, yet is hard enough to use as a pushing tool
in setting prongs. It will not scratch gems and
reaches into impossible places.

Tools won’t rust if vou spray them with PAM ® or
WD-40® then wipe them with a dry clean cloth.

From T-TOWN ROCKHOUND January 2003;
via QUARRY QUIPS March 2003

"Rockhounds, I'd assume."
From Sooner Rockologist 11/96
via T-Town Rockhound 2/98 & others
From SCRIBE CD 2003
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The New Year
By B. L. Bruce in CEDAR VALLEY GEMS

Remember the days that were sunny,
In the year that now is through,
Treasure the best it brought you
And take it along with you.

Carry each cherished friendship
Into the year that’s new,

Along with the dear-bought lessons
The old year fashioned for you.

Leave your failures behind you,
There still is promise true

For all who have the faith to try
And the will within to do.

via THE ROADRUNNER 01/03
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There are three kinds of people in the world.
Those who make things happen. Those who
watch things happen. And those who
wonder what happened. Where are you in
this list?






