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ON THURSDAY. JANVARY 27", AT

6:30 PM, WE WILL HAVE OUR
MONTHLY MEETING AT THE
MACON COMMUNITY CENTER
ON HIGHWAY 441 SOVTH.
YOU WILL GET TO MEET
MICHAEL STREETER,

THE SFMS REPRESENTATIVE
FOR NORTH CAROLINA,

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED.

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYD
4 Jack Jungles
12 Judy Phipps

ANNIVERDARIED
L Wally and Doris Smith
19 Henry & Vivian DonikowsKi

/
i

FEBRUARY’S BIRTHSTONE - AMETHYST
by Ted Robles for THE MOUNTAIN GEM

While not, properly speaking, a “Gemstone,” being
merely 7 in Moh’s hardness, scarcely harder than
glass and being, after all, “Only” a variety of
Quartz, without the richness of Ruby, the obduracy
of Topaz, or the brilliance of Diamond, why
should it be so popular?

“Why indeed?” Or, perhaps, “Why not?” It is
unquestionably one of the more beautiful varieties
of mineral, and while plentiful, still rare enough, in
some of its variations, to have the wvalue of
scarcity. Also, it carries the somewhat “Holy”
imprimatur of having been the ninth stone in the
breastplate of the High Priest Aaron, inscribed
with the symbol of the tribe of Dan. It has the
esoteric properties of good judgment, justice, and
courage, and legendarily was supposed to be proof
against witchcrafl, protective against lightning, and

preventive of drunkenness, especially if wine was
drunk from a goblet made of the stone.

More prosaically, Amethyst 1s alpha-Quartz,
transparent to translucent, Silicon Dioxide
crystallized in the Hexagonal system, with a
portion of the Silicon replaced by Iron. The
intensity of color depends on the amount of such
replacement. Even the deepest colors represent
only a few parts per million iron.

Very lightly replaced specimens are valued as
“Rose de France,” or as “Vera Cruz Amethyst,”
while the deeper-colored varieties, notably those
from Minas Gerais, Brazil, are given gemstone
rank because of their sheer beauty.

Physically, it is quartz; specific gravity, 2.65,
vitreous (glassy) luster, color pale violet to deep
purple. Refractive Index 1.55, 7.0 hardness,
conchoidal fracture, no cleavage.

It 1s found worldwide, as would be expected from
the fact that its components, (Quartz and iron) are
prevalent. It can be formed as a derivative of
magma, having crystallized in molten rock, but
more usually from the action of water seeping
through the voids in silicon and iron rich igneous
or metamorphic rock. Hence the prevalence of
Amethyst inside of geodes and altered volcanic
ash. It has also been found in Marble.

Regardless of its source, when well cut, it can be a
handsome gem, well worth wearing. While it
requires more care than harder stones, it 1s still
beautiful, and deserves a place in anyone’s “Jewel
Box.” Wear it in good health, no matter when you
were born, but do not depend on its ability to
protect you from lightning.

Sources; Gaines et als., Dana’s New Mineralogy, Wiley
and Sons, New York, 1997

Prinz et als., Simon and Schuster’s Guide to
Rocks and Minerals, New York, 1978

Verrll, A. H., Minerals, Metals, and Gems,
Grossett and Dunlap, New York, 1939

Sinkankas, John, Minecralogy, A First Course,
Van Nostrand, Princeton, NJ, 1966

During the past few months, a couple of past

club members passed away:
Trudy Miller (Claire Miller’s sister-in- laW)
and also Carol Kuhns.







