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THE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY OF FRANKLIN, NC, INC,

25 Phillips St.
Franklin, NC 28734

2004 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 22 (6:00 pam.) 29 (6:30pm) July 1{5:30pm.) *15 (6:30pm)
February 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm) August 17 (6:00 p.m.) 26 {6:30pm)
March 16 (6:00 p.m.) 25 (6:30pm) September 21 (6:00 p.m.) (Banquet 30) 6:30 p.m.
April 27 (6:00 pam ) 29 (6:30pm) October 19 (6:00 p.m.) 28 (6:30pm)
May 18 (6:00 pm.) 27 (6:30pm) November 9 {6:00 p.m.) 18 (6:30pm)
June 15 (6:00 pm.) 24 (6:30pm) December  ? (6:00pm.)  End of Year Party(7)

Board Meetings: at the museum

*changed due to Gemboree

General Meetings: at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 5.

JULY 21—24 10 A.M.-6 P.M.

OCTOBER 14—16 10 AM.-6 P.M.

2004 JULY GEMBOREE

JULY 2511 AM--5P.M.

2004 OCTOBER LEAF LOOKERS GEMBOREE

OCTOBER 17 NOON-5 P.M.
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THE GEM ANID MINERAL
SOGOIETY WILL MEET ON
THURSDAY, JULY 10 IN THE
MACON COUNTY COMMUNITY
BLBG, ON HIGHWAY 4471 SOUTH
AT G:30 P,

THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM WILL
BE PRESENTED 8Y FELLOW
CLUD MEMBER, JOE MUNCEHER.
HE WILL DEMONSTRATE
BEVEL-MOUNTING GEMSTONES
iIN STERLING., THIS PROCESS I8
IBEAL FOR FREE FORM
MOUNTING AND ALL TYPES OF
STONES,

A£UGUST

BIRTHDAYS

2 - Rose Temkin

0 - Ted Robles

6 - Linda Smith

15 - Philip Fruitstone
: 25 - Bill Kennedy
/ 25 - Art Zoeckler

31 - Arlon Eldridge

C)? 31 - Valerie Harrison

ANNIVERSARIES
14 - James & Peggy Granato
19 - Bruce & Debra Siegfried
23 - Lewis & Alice Pomerantz
29 - Sam & Mary Bedrick
30 - Fred & Dean Plesner

JULY, 2004

Peridot — August’s Birthstone

By Ted Robles, member of The Gem & Mineral Society of
Franklin, NC for The Mountain Gem

So you were bomn in August, and have a stone which
really does not exist as a birthstone. “Whoa!” vou say —
“I have a very nice Peridot ring, and some Peridot
cufflinks — and I think they’re as pretty as Emeralds,
and a good sight cheaper!”

All true — and beside the point. Olivine, or Chrysolite,
which are the family names for Peridot, are the names
of a group of minerals which can be fairly represented
as “Mongrel Silicates.” One end member of the group is
Forsterite, which is Magnesium Silicate, the other end
member 1s Fayalite, which is Iron Silicate, neither of
which, properly, i1s Peridot, which contains both Iron
and Magnesium, not necessarily in equal quantities.

The color varies from yellowish green to greenish
yellow; the hardness is 6.5 to 7. The Specific Gravity
varies from 3.27 to 4.2, and the refractive index from
1.65 to 1.69 Crystals are tabular, striated, the crystal
structure being Orthorhombic.

Peridots are found in Egypt, Norway, Germany, Russia,
Myanmar, and Arizona.

Interestingly enough, many “Peridots” are not Peridot at
all; Brazilian or Sri Lankan “Peridot” is actually
vellowish-green (or greenish-yellow) tourmaline.

Olivine, per se, 1s an important rock-forming mineral,
being essential in Dunite and Peridotite. It is to be found
in many igneous rocks; if conditions were right for the
formation of crystals, “Peridot” formed, and it is
sometimes outstandingly beautiful. Tt is also an easy
stone to cut, and takes a nice polish. All in all, it is an
attractive stone, whether it “Really” exists or not.

Sources:

John Sinkankeas; Mineralogy

Edward 8. Dana; A Textbook on Mineralogy
Mottano, Cresoi, and Laborio, Rocks and Minevals

Notice that this
month’s meeting 1s
not the last
Thursday of the month.
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2004 Gemboree
From: Fredrik H. Plesner,

The 2004 Gemboree is scheduled for July 21-25.
The hours of operation will be from 10:00 am. to
6:00 p.m. except the last day, which 1s a Sunday
and will be from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Lots of help will be needed to make this vear’s
Gemboree function like it should. Help is needed
for set up and take down at the community center,
the dealers’ dinner, hosting and demonstrating.

Jack Jungles will be the Assistant Gemboree
Chairman, Chip Sackman will be Chairman of the
dealers’ dinner, Dean Plesner will be Hostess
Chairman, and Bruce Siegfried will be
Demonstration Chairman. If you have any
concerns or suggestions please bring them to either
my attention or the appropriate chairman’s
attention.

Set up will be on Tuesday, July 20™ at 7 a.m. and
will be more complicated than usual this vear due
to some unanticipated changes. The back room of
the community building will be in use for an
election and cannot be set up until after the polls
close. The front room, our normal demonstration
room will be used for dealer booths.

This change will limit our host area to the table
just inside the foyer and eliminate our display
boxes. The space usually reserved for our display
boxes will then be used for our demonstration area.
By moving our demonstration area to the
gymnasium our artisans should receive more
attention and be in the center of all the activity.

The Dealers” Dinner is scheduled for 6 p.m. after
the dealers have set up their merchandise. After the
dealers” dinner we should be able to then set up the
back room.

I encourage all our junior members to sign up and
participate in any activity you have the time for. It
1s an excellent opportunity to meet with and
mingle with others that have an interest in
minerals.

Since we eliminated our host and demonstration
room we have made another change. Those of you,
who are participating as hosts or demonstrators
will be allowed to make a charge at the snack shop
for coffee, lunch, snack, etc. if you are wearing a

Gemboree Chairman

host or demonstrator badge, this will be your
identification at the cafeteria. The club and the
Chamber of Commerce will cover these costs.

Your participation is both needed and wanted. T am

looking forward to working with you as your new
Gemboree Chairman.

I B
lEI%‘)n s

1Y
Linda Behr, President and Editor

Nominations for 2005 will be presented at the July
meeting. If you are interested in any position of an
officer or director, please call David Smith (369-
8383). Elections take place in  August
Nominations may also be accepted from the floor.

Della Samuel taught a gem tree class to four
members recently. We all had a great time and
learned so much. We are hoping to have a group
get together and make trees for our gift shop.

Have you noticed how bright our host’s restroom
area 1s now? Thank vou to all our painters!

Members who are assigned to host are requested
not to use the workshop equipment during their
time for hosting. At other times, you may use the
equipment if vou are cleared by Jack. Please
remember to pay the appropriate fee to help defray
any future replacement parts.

I would like to take this space to say how much I
appreciate Ted Robles’ support and assistance in
getting out the newsletter each month. I thoroughly
enjoy being editor and watching the newsletter
come together each month.

If you are able to help with any work or repairs
with the museum, would you consider helping Jack
Jungles, our museum manager? There are always
minor repairs...just like your home.

Another request, please remove the contents of any
wastebaskets in the museum that are ready to be

taken to the waste centers.

Thank you for all your support and enthusiasm
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board of Directors Meeting June 15, 2004

The June meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called to order
by President Linda Behr, at 6:00 p.m. on June 15, 2004,
in the museum Meeting Room. Present were: Ray Behr,
Claire Miller, Mary Bedrick, Linda Smith, Dean
Plesner, Jack Jungles, Fred Plesner. Absent: Ted
Robles, Bruce Siegfried, and Barbara Wing.

As there being no changes or corrections to the minutes,
they were accepted as published in The Mountain Gem.

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: Club income
($1,892.59), Museum deficit ($2,897.48); total deficit
($1004.89). Detailed treasury reports on file.

THE MOUNTAIN GEM Deadline is July 5th, 2004,

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner sent a
get-well card to Molly Miller. She hurt her back.

MUSEUM Jack Jungles: We are starting classes at the
museum. In order to take a class you must be active in
the club prior to classes. The classes must be paid in
advance. Prices are: WIRE WRAPPING $10.00 plus
cost of materials; SILVERSMITH $25.00 plus cost of
materials, FACETING $25.00 plus cost of materials;
CABBING $25.00 plus cost of materials; GEM TREES
$10.00 plus cost of matenials.

Della Samuel will teach a Gem Tree Class on Tuesday,
June 22, 2004 at 9:45a.m.

The other classes will be held when we have enough
people enrolled for them.

OLD BUSINESS

Received a letter from Representative Charles Taylor
regarding Ted Robles® letter about federal bill H.R.
2416. Representative Taylor is looking into it.

GEMBOREE Fred Plesner reports that he will be
talking to Linda Harbuck regarding purchasing Dealer
Ribbons. Chip Sackman will be our dealers” dinner co-
coordinator after he becomes a member at our June
meeting. Della Samuel and Mary Bedrick will help.

Our Demo room may be rented to more dealers.
Therefore, those demonstrating will be n a different
location. We will not have display cases due to limited
electric circuits. The Hosts will be given a "chit" to use
at the Cafe for drinks and food at the Gemboree.

NEW BUSINESS
Dean Plesner has agreed to be librarian.

David Smith will head up the nominating committee.

Mary Bedrick has completed the addendum of
members; pick it up at the museum.

A decision was made to send a card with a Gift
Certificate to the non-member, Jimmy Blanton, for his
work on the museum plumbing. This was a unanimous
vote. Ray Behr will purchase the Gift Certificate.

Jan Robles 1s forming her Constitution By-Laws
committee. She would like any suggestions to be
submitted in writing and the reason for the suggestion.
(A folder in the president’s mailbox is available for you
to place vour suggestions.) Turn these in to her as soon
as possible.

Linda Behr suggested that we host an "After Hours"
with the Chamber of Commerce. Fred Plesner will talk
to Linda Harbuck regarding this suggestion.

Since the members who were active with the
Burningtown Head Start program are no longer active
with the club it was decided that it be discontinued at
this time. This was not a club project but rather handled
by club members.

We renewed our membership in the Streets of Franklin.

We received the final grades of our scholarship student.
He had excellent grades.

Our July Board meeting will be on July 1st, 2004 at
5:30p.m.

In our August general meeting we will be celebrating
the octogenarians with an ice cream social.

There were no further business, meeting adjourned at
7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dean Plesner, Corresponding Secretary

Loeok for our museum and local mines to be featured on

The Travel Channel:

America’s Best Places for Cash & Treasure
July 12 10 a.m. and 1:00 a.m.
Tuly 17 2:00 am.

July 18 3:00 pm

August issue of Southern Living Magazine will
feature an article on our museum and Franklin.
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society General Meeting June 24, 2004

The general meeting of the Franklin Gem and Mineral
Society was held on Thursday, June 24, 2004, at the
Community Center. The meeting was called to order by
President Linda Behr. She recognized and welcomed
our returning Florida people for the summer.
Membership chairperson, Mary Bedrick reported we
had 26 members and 4 guests.

There were no changes or corrections to last month’s
minutes in The Mountain Gem. It was accepted as
printed.

TREASURER’S REPORT Ray Behlr reported at the
auction we made $485.00. The ring raffle brought in
$276.00. We are in the black on the ring raffle.

TOTAL  CLUB: income of $1,901.22. TOTAL
MUSEUM: deficit of $2,897.61. After transferring
funds from CD interest the TOTAL DEFICIT WAS
$902.04.

ASST. CURATOR Mary Bedrick will be supplying
brochures to businesses and Rest Areas.

GIFT SHOP Debra Siegfried introduced Doris Smith as
assistant gift shop manager.

Debra asked for our suggestions or complaints
regarding our displays. She also asked that no one
change the displays ourselves. Let Debra or Doris do
that.

Wally and Doris have been painting in the gift shop. All
the books that are in the rack on the wall are for sale.

We have a new cash register, but you still need to
record vour sales and raffle tickets as before. For the
month of May, we had 473 visitors at the museum.

MUSEUM MANAGER: Jack Jungles reports that
everything is going well We've had two classes and
plan to have more. If anyone is interested in taking a
class, please talk to Jack.

Lori Sackman is our calendar chairperson and 1is
working on the July calendar. If you can work please let
her know or sign-up at the museum.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner sent a
Get Well card to Molly Miller, who had hurt her back.
A Get Well card was sent to Trudy Miller, a former
member, who is in the hospital in Atlanta, Ga.

LIBRARIAN Dean Plesner purchased a new book for
our library, ROCKS, GEMS, AND MINERAL
COLLECTING SITES IN WESTERN NORTH
CAROLINA.

FIELD TRIP: Wally Smith reports a field trip has been
set up for July 10™ in Hiawassee. This is a good location
to find Fairy Crosses. Please contact Wally if you want
to attend. (Editor’s note: refer to article in newsletter
regarding this field trip.)

GEMBOREE Fred Plesner: The July Gemboree will be
21-25, with set up on the 20th, 7 a.m,, followed by the
Dealers Dinner in the evening at 6p.m. We will need
plenty of help.

Chip Sackman will be in charge of setting up for the
Dinner. He will have lists for sign up at the July 15™
meeting. We will need lots of food.

Dean Plesner will be Host Chairperson. We will need
lots of hosts. If you can host, contact Dean. Bruce
Siegfried will be Demonstration Chairperson. If you are
interested in helping with demonstrating, contact Bruce.
There have been changes. Our demonstration room will
be rented to dealers. There will be no display boxes.
Our club demonstrators will be where the display boxes
would normally be located.

All the host and demos will have a “chit” to use for food
and refreshments at the Café.

The deadline for The Mountain Gem is Tuly 5™
No other committee reports.

OLD BUSINESS:
None.

NEW BUSINESS:

At our August meeting, we will be celebrating with our
octogenarians who are the gems of our society. We will
have an ice cream social.

We needed a chairperson for refreshments and Valerie
Harrison volunteered for the job.

Joe Muncher will be in charge of next month’s program.
He will demonstrate bevel mounting the easy way. It
can be done in 15-20 minutes. He will be using silver to
freeform, round or any shape. He has ordered some
torches to sale for $15.00.

Next General meeting 1s July 15.
Board meeting is July 1%

Door Prizes were won by Sam Bedrick, Wally Smith,
Kayla Pettie, Della Samuels.

The 50050 ticket drawing was a total of $40.00. Half of
that went to Joan Giafaglione and the other half to the
museum. (cont’d)






