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THE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY OF FRANKLIN, NC, INC,

25 Phillips St.
Franklin, NC 28734

2004 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 22 (6:00 pam.) 29 (6:30pm) July 1{5:30pm.) *15 (6:30pm)
February 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm) August 17 (6:00 p.m.) 26 {6:30pm)
March 16 (6:00 p.m.) 25 (6:30pm) September 21 (6:00 p.m.) (Banquet 30) 6:30 p.m.
April 27 (6:00 pam ) 29 (6:30pm) October 19 (6:00 p.m.) 28 (6:30pm)
May 18 (6:00 pm.) 27 (6:30pm) November 9 {6:00 p.m.) 18 (6:30pm)
June 15 (6:00 pm.) 24 (6:30pm) December  ? (6:00pm.)  End of Year Party(7)

Board Meetings: at the museum

*changed due to Gemboree

General Meetings: at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 5.

JULY 21—24 10 A.M.-6 P.M.

OCTOBER 14—16 10 AM.-6 P.M.

2004 JULY GEMBOREE

JULY 2511 AM--5P.M.

2004 OCTOBER LEAF LOOKERS GEMBOREE

OCTOBER 17 NOON-5 P.M.




THE MOUNTAIN GEM

THE GEM ANID MINERAL
SOGOIETY WILL MEET ON
THURSDAY, JULY 10 IN THE
MACON COUNTY COMMUNITY
BLBG, ON HIGHWAY 4471 SOUTH
AT G:30 P,

THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM WILL
BE PRESENTED 8Y FELLOW
CLUD MEMBER, JOE MUNCEHER.
HE WILL DEMONSTRATE
BEVEL-MOUNTING GEMSTONES
iIN STERLING., THIS PROCESS I8
IBEAL FOR FREE FORM
MOUNTING AND ALL TYPES OF
STONES,

A£UGUST

BIRTHDAYS

2 - Rose Temkin

0 - Ted Robles

6 - Linda Smith

15 - Philip Fruitstone
: 25 - Bill Kennedy
/ 25 - Art Zoeckler

31 - Arlon Eldridge

C)? 31 - Valerie Harrison

ANNIVERSARIES
14 - James & Peggy Granato
19 - Bruce & Debra Siegfried
23 - Lewis & Alice Pomerantz
29 - Sam & Mary Bedrick
30 - Fred & Dean Plesner

JULY, 2004

Peridot — August’s Birthstone

By Ted Robles, member of The Gem & Mineral Society of
Franklin, NC for The Mountain Gem

So you were bomn in August, and have a stone which
really does not exist as a birthstone. “Whoa!” vou say —
“I have a very nice Peridot ring, and some Peridot
cufflinks — and I think they’re as pretty as Emeralds,
and a good sight cheaper!”

All true — and beside the point. Olivine, or Chrysolite,
which are the family names for Peridot, are the names
of a group of minerals which can be fairly represented
as “Mongrel Silicates.” One end member of the group is
Forsterite, which is Magnesium Silicate, the other end
member 1s Fayalite, which is Iron Silicate, neither of
which, properly, i1s Peridot, which contains both Iron
and Magnesium, not necessarily in equal quantities.

The color varies from yellowish green to greenish
yellow; the hardness is 6.5 to 7. The Specific Gravity
varies from 3.27 to 4.2, and the refractive index from
1.65 to 1.69 Crystals are tabular, striated, the crystal
structure being Orthorhombic.

Peridots are found in Egypt, Norway, Germany, Russia,
Myanmar, and Arizona.

Interestingly enough, many “Peridots” are not Peridot at
all; Brazilian or Sri Lankan “Peridot” is actually
vellowish-green (or greenish-yellow) tourmaline.

Olivine, per se, 1s an important rock-forming mineral,
being essential in Dunite and Peridotite. It is to be found
in many igneous rocks; if conditions were right for the
formation of crystals, “Peridot” formed, and it is
sometimes outstandingly beautiful. Tt is also an easy
stone to cut, and takes a nice polish. All in all, it is an
attractive stone, whether it “Really” exists or not.

Sources:

John Sinkankeas; Mineralogy

Edward 8. Dana; A Textbook on Mineralogy
Mottano, Cresoi, and Laborio, Rocks and Minevals

Notice that this
month’s meeting 1s
not the last
Thursday of the month.






