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2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President David Notestine 369-5941
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 342-1562
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

Email for the Society is
franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm

2006-2007
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire/Michelle Loewy
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Sharon John 369-0161
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Ted Robles and Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The
Mountain Gem.
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July Meeting
Date: July 17
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on 441South
Program: Ice Cream Social and

Repeat of February
Anniversary Celebration

4th Of July 2007
By Milli Romano Dyer

I remember well in the days of ore
When marchers marched on the 4th of July
Men doffed their hats and women smiled

As the red, white and blue went by.

When fireworks lit a path to heaven
And the anthem rang out loud and clear
If you glanced at the faces in the crowd
You’d see more than one shed a tear.

For a long time that patriotism of years ago
Seemed to have been set aside

But the tragedy of September 11th

Brought back that love and that pride

Flags were raised on houses and cars
Waving proudly over our land
Letting the whole world know
We were ready to take a stand

Now it seems we’ve forgotten
That horrible tragedy

The patriotism of a few years ago
No longer seems to be

So let’s join in prayer this 4th of July
And ask God to help us remember

The patriotism we all felt
On that fateful day in September

Let’s call out God’s name
From the mountains to the sea
And ask Him to bless America
And keep us the land of the free

A fellow club member, Shirley Baughman, sent this
to me. With the author’s permission we are allowed
to print it in our newsletter.

August Celebrations
Birthdays
2–Rose Temkin
2 - Chester Willette
6–Ted Robles
6–Linda Smith
25–Bill Kennedy
25–Art Zoeckler
31 - Arlon Eldridge
Anniversaries
3–Tom & Linda Sterrett

14 - James & Peggy Granato
14 - Gary & Susan Gaetano
18 - Howard & Elyse Freedman (Haber)
19–Bruce & Debra Siegfried
29–Sam & Mary Bedrick
30–Fred & Dean Plesner

Ted Robles, President
President’s Message July

Elsewhere in this issue of The Mountain Gem
you will find the report of an accident at the
Museum. I must commend Fred and Dean Plesner
for their cool, efficient handling of the matter. I am
not certain that all of our members could have done
as well. Thank you, Plesners, for your presence of
mind and proper actions during a stressful moment.

We have a lot on our plate this month. As every
year about this time, we have to think about the
Gemboree. Of course, by now you have signed up
for whatever goodies you are bringing to the
Dealers’ Dinner, (thank you!) but have you signed
up with Mary for the hosting that is essential at the
Gemboree? Have you volunteered to do some
demonstrating? Bruce probably doesn’t know what 
all of our members can do, so if you have a lapidary
skill that is not represented in our usual array of
demonstrators, let him know what you’d like to 
show the public. Fred is doing his usual bang-up
job, and Jack Jungles is now available to be his
assistant.

(Cont’d to page 2)
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President’s Message cont’d
Also, we are hosting the Southeastern Federation

meeting, which will be held on Saturday, July26, at
the Knight’s Inn in Dillard, Ga. Any of you who
are curious about what goes on during these
meetings and would like to attend, please contact
Ray Behr, who will be cognizant of the details.
Several SFMS executives may be planning on
visiting the Gemboree and/or the Museum. We
may need extra hosts for the Museum in case their
visit occurs after hours. Ray will know if any extra
hosts are needed, and will inform the membership
at the July meeting.

Some members have started bringing their used
stamps to the Museum. Thank you very much; the
more stamps we get, the greater our chance of being
in the drawing. These are an important means of
financing scholarships for club members. Just a
word; please don’t tear the stamp when you submit 
it, that destroys its value. Don’t try to take the 
stamp off the paper; with the newer glue, you
probably can’t. Just tear or cut it off the envelope,
leaving at least ¼ inch of paper around the stamp. I
will trim them properly before sending them off to
Jim Robinson. (The reason for this notice is that I
have had to throw away several stamps whose value
has been destroyed by well-meaning donors.)

Finally, are you recording your volunteer hours
on the sheets at the museum? I am almost certain
that the time we give to the affairs of the Society is
not accurately shown. I know that I am sometimes
guilty of not recording the hours I put in away from
the Museum, and I am certain that some of you
sometimes forget. These hours are important for
documentation of our volunteer time, and are
essential data for any grants, etc. Please don’t 
forget. Ted

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of June 23, 2008

The June 2008 Board of Directors meeting of
the Franklin Gem and Mineral society was called to
order by President Ted Robles at 6:30 pm in the
Museum meeting room. Present were: Ted Robles,
Bruce Siegfried, Tom Sterrett, Ray Behr, Linda
Smith, Mary Bedrick, David Notestine, Linda Behr
and Sharon John.
Absent: John Hayes and Fred Plesner.
1. Treasurer: Bruce reported total inflows of

$1,617.32. Total outflows of $3,690.94 with an
overall total of -$2,073.62.

2. Secretary: Sharon John sent a Thank You card
to Ronnie Benedict for all the beautiful roses he
planted and for making the outside of the
museum look so nice. Also a sympathy card
was sent to the daughter of Winnie Ketchum.

3. Curator: Mary Bedrick said a Spencer Idaho
opal was donated by Dee Holland.

4. Workshop: Wally Smith said that the next
Social/Craft night will be July the 11.

5. Program Chair: Linda Smith suggested that we
buy a projector for the club’s use. David 
Notestine will look into it.

6. Museum: Ray Behr is checking on getting a
group of high school students called the New
Century Scholars, to work on removing the
grass on the street side of the museum. Ray and
Mary Bedrick are working on Wednesdays to
replace the bad lights in the cases. The Museum
will be closed on July 4th. There is a new water
bib installed outside where the new roses are
planted. The key to turn on the water is in the
key locker behind the meeting room door.

7. Gift shop: Everything is going very good in the
gift shop.

8. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that more
brochures have been sent out to many places.
June 16th Ted and Jan Robles spent an hour
showing an intern from the Franklin Press
around the Museum. On June 19th he received a
call from the Fatz Café; they are interested in
using photos of local tourist attractions for
decorations. Fred is taking our brochures to
William Holland and plans to bring back more
catalogs from WH. Our society will be hosting
the SFMS Board meeting during the Gemboree.
Hosts will be needed for the Gemboree as well
as for the Museum. Fran Rasmusson has agreed
to act as Dealer Dinner Chairman with Della
Samuel as her assistant. Bruce Siegfried will act
as Demonstration Chairman and Jack Jungles
will be Assistant Gemboree Chairman. Set up
for the Dealers’ Dinner will be on Wednesday 
the 23rd of July. Please sign up to bring your
favorite food.

9. Publication: Linda Behr reported that after
much debate, we would not be renewing our
subscription to the Mini Miners newsletter after
this subscription expires. Deadline for The
Mountain Gem is June 30.

(Cont’d to page 3)
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Board Minutes Cont’d
10. Tom Sterrett has no field trips scheduled at this
time.
New Business:

At our Museum, on June 19th a child tripped and
cut her head. She was taken to the Emergency
Room at Angel Hospital. We have not heard from
her parents. Our insurance company has been
alerted.

Gemboree: July 24-27
Thursday-Saturday 10-6 p.m., Sunday 12-5 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of June 26, 2008

The June 2008 General Meeting of the Gem and
Mineral society was called to order by President
Ted Robles at 6:30 pm
There were no changes or additions to the last
month’s minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.
There were 30 members and 9 guests present.

1. Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried 
reported that the total inflows was
$1,617.32, the total outflows was $3,690.94
with overall total of -$2,073.62.

2. Secretary: A thank you card was sent to
Ronnie Benedict for the knockout roses he
planted on the street side of the museum. A
sympathy card was sent to the daughter of
Winnie Ketchum.

3. Curator: Mary Bedrick said that Dee
Holland donated a rough cut Idaho Spencer
opal to the museum.

4. Workshops: Wally Smith said that our next
craft night will not be July 4th—it will be on
July the 11th. Linda Smith said that there is
a need for our own projector for the
museum. David Notestine found one for
$700 at Tiger Direct. Gail Anderson made a
motion that we buy the projector and Wally
Smith seconded it---motion passed.

5. Museum Manager: Ray said he has
replaced several lights in the cases. He also
said that when you host you need to unlock
the rock box out side and secure the lid so it
doesn’t fall on a child.

6. Publicity: Fred Plesner said that he sent
more brochures out to the local Welcome

Centers. On June 16th Ted and Jan Robles
spent time showing an intern from Franklin
Press around the museum. Ray Behr will be
hosting the SFMS Board Meeting in Dillard
Ga.- on Saturday July 26th at 9:00 am.
Hosts will be needed for the Gemboree as
well as for the Museum. The Gemboree
will be July 24th –27 with Fred Plesner as
Chairman and Jack Jungles as Assistant.
Fran Rasmussen has agreed to act as the
Dealers’ Dinner Chairman and Della 
Samuel will be her assistant. Bruce
Siegfried will act as Demonstration
Chairman with. Setup for the Dealers’ 
Dinner will be on Wednesday July the 23.

7. The July deadline for The Mountain Gem
will be August 6.

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Door Prizes were won by: 1) Ida Muncher, 2)
Joe Muncher, 3) David Notestine and 4) Sam
Bedrick.
Snacks were served and Wally Smith gave an
interesting talk on Intarsia.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

Mineral of the month–Kyanite
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Kyanite is aluminum silicate, a nesosilicate,
which means that the tetrahedral silicate groups are
separate, thus being the simplest molecular silicate
structure. Mineralogically, it is in the triclinic
system, occurring mainly in bladed (elongated
tabular) crystals, very rarely terminated. The name
arises from the Greek word kyanos, meaning
“blue,” describing the gem variety of the material, 
which, in the most popular specimens, ranges from
a background color of sky blue to a deep blue streak
in the center of the crystal. It is trimorphic with
sillimanite and andalusite, meaning that it shares
chemical composition with these other two
minerals, but is of differing mineralogical and
optical characteristics. It is also closely related to
staurolite (“Fairy Crosses”), which contains some 
iron in addition to aluminum. (The latter three
minerals will be discussed in future ‘mineral of the 
month' articles.)

(Cont’d to page 4)
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Mineral of the month–Kyanite (cont’d)

Kyanite is unusual in that it possesses two
different hardnesses; “with the grain” (parallel to
the blue streak) it is 4 to 5, and “across the grain” 
(perpendicular to the streak, or transversely to the
major axis), 6 to 7, the dual hardness making it
challenging to the lapidary. Its specific gravity is
3.57. It is transparent to translucent, with white
streak. It has perfect cleavage, vitreous to pearly
luster, and is somewhat flexible rather than brittle;
upon the application of pressure it will bend a trifle
before breaking, yielding a stepped or fibrous
break, rather than a typical fracture. Color ranges
from the described bicolor blue to gray or green
with spots or stripes of color. Single crystals are
common, as are groups or aggregates of crystals. It
occurs in pegmatite, but also in metamorphic rocks,
schists and gneisses, and is associated with garnet,
mica, and frequently staurolite. Industrially, it is a
primary refractory material, used in the
manufacture of high-temperature porcelain (notably
‘spark plugs!’) and other necessarily perfect 
electrical insulators.

Fine specimens are found in Switzerland,
Austria, Italy, and Africa. In the United States it is
found in Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia,
Georgia, and North Carolina. Other locations for
the mineral are Australia and Minas Gerais,
Brazil.

In lapidary practice it is cut en cabochon or
faceted, and yields handsome stones, the bicolor
blue giving a startlingly desirable effect, although
the differing hardnesses are especially challenging
to the artisan. It is attractive to the collector as well
as the lapidary, and any collection worthy of the
name has specimens of the material, as well as of its
cousins in the Silicate kingdom.

Sources:
Prinz et al, eds., Simon and Schuster’s Guide to 
Rocks and Minerals, New York, 1978
Sinkankas, John, Mineralogy, A First Course,
Princeton, NJ, D. van Nostrand, 1967
Dana, E.S., A Textbook of Mineralogy, New York,
Wiley, 1949
http;//www.galleries.com/minerals/silicate/kyanite/
kyanite.htm

“We don't like their sound.
Groups of guitars are on the way out."

Decca Records Rejecting
The Beatles, in 1962

Members and Museum News

Sharon John is still limping
around with her knee problems.
Knee replacement surgery may
be the next course.

Frances Martinelli has
returned from visiting with her ill sister in Texas.

Fred and Dean had a marvelous time at William
Holland. Fred took “mineral identification” and 
Dean took cabochoning.

Fred and Fran Rasmusson just returned from
visiting family.

Dennis Bernard helped out at Taste of Scotland
while he was visiting his second home in Franklin.
The Siegfrieds’ friend installed beautiful shelves 

in our Gift Shop. We paid for the wood and he did
all of the work. What an improvement!

Ronnie Benedict, horticulturist of Acorn
Landscape is doing the improvements on the lawn
area. You have got to see those beautiful roses!
We haven’t seen Belinda McGuire because she 

has been dealing with a blood clot and is on
coumadin that hinders her diabetes shots.

The Kolles went to Louisville, Ky. to visit
family.

What’s That Funny-Looking Agate?

Sagenite: Has needle–or hair-like mineral growths,
often-arranged in fans or sunbursts.
Plume: Fluffy-looking inclusions, soft appearing,
with depth. Like feathers or flowers.
Dendritic: Has thin, two-dimensional tree-like
growths, usually black, red, or brown.
Moss: Inclusions are random in pattern, often
appearing like swirling seaweed or moss.

Source: The Pegmatite 3/2004

Things to Ponder…
Ever wonder why a rounded and domed polished

stone is called a cabochon? One rock book states
that the word “cabochon” is derived from a French 
word meaning bald-headed. The more highly
polished, the more beautiful. Is that why BALD IS
BEAUTIFUL?

Source: Rockhound Ramblings 12/2002;
Via Quarry Quips 4/2003


