THE MOUNTAIN GEM

THE GEM ANID MINERAL
SOCIETY WiIiLli MEEYT ON
THURSDAY JUNE 24 IN THE
MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY Blile, GN HWY
4418
AT G:30 P,

TS MONTHE WE WiILL BAVE
A ViISITOR FROM GEORGIA
GIVE U8 A RGCHE AND
MINERAL IDENTIFICATION
PROGRAM .

SG BRING THGSE 777
QUESTIONABLE
ROCHS/MINERALS
TO THE MEETING.

WE NEED HELP WITH
REFRESHEMENTS 80 PLEASE
CHECH THE REFRESHMENT

SiGN UP SHEEYT IN THE

MUSEUM MEETING ROOM
ANT BRING SOMETHING TG
SHARE WIiITH GTHERS,

JULY
BIRTHDAYS
2 - Fred Plesner
4 - Ina Raye Muncher
5 - Lee Burley
8 - Marty Martinez
16 - Sonja Eldridge
16 - Albert Moccia
16 - Virginia Phillips
29 - Nathan Tartak

ANNIVERSARIES

10 - Bob & Pat Wolfskeil
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Ruby - July’s Birthstone
By Ted Robles,
The Gem & Minerdl Society of Frankling NC Inc.
Jor The Mountain Gem

Aluminum Oxide, with just a touch of
Chromium; Red Sapphire — or just Corundum
with a nice purplish-red color. That’s Ruby, surely
one of the most desired, fought over, and filled
with legend of all the gemstones known to exist. If
yvou were born in July, it’s your birthstone, but
unless you have been fortunate enough to mine one
yourself, the odds are very good that vou can’t
afford to wear one! A flawless ruby is nearly
always more valuable than a diamond of the same
weight, and in fact, many of the World’s most
famous “Rubies” are actually something else; for
example, the “Black Prince’s Ruby,” which graces
the crown jewels of the British Empire, is actually
a Spinel.

It has been called “The Gem of Gems” by
Hindu romantics, and was believed to guard the
wearer from all danger, whether human or animal;
indeed, if danger approached, the ruby would
become dark and lose its luster. It was actually
believed to carry light within it, large rubies being
set in the heads of statues of Gods and Goddesses,
lighting up their entire temples, while an FEast
Indian tale informs us that the home of the gods is
illuminated by huge rubies.

More prosaically, the Ruby is in the
Hexagonal System, and may appear, if crystalline,
as striated hexagonal bipyramids, rhombohedrons,
or tabular, usually with triagonal indentations on
the basal faces. It is both hard and tough,
possessing a Mohs® hardness of 9, and no
cleavage, heavy, with a specific gravity of around
4.0 and brilliant, having a refractive index of
nearly 1.78; while not as bright as Diamond’s 2.4,
it is superior to Quartz’s 1.55 and Topaz™ 1.62.

The most valuable rubies are those which
are termed “Pigeon Blood” rubies, being of the
same color as the blood of a freshly slaughtered
pigeon, while many “Rubies” are merely red
Corundum; indeed, it has been said, “If you're
buying 1it, it’s Corundum; if you're selling it, 1t’s a
Ruby!” Most of the really valuable rubies have
come from the Mogok walley in Myanmar
(Burma), and, interestingly enough, from the
Cowee Valley near Franklin, North Carolina.
Translucent to opaque varieties are found in India,
Sri Lanka, Australia, and elsewhere in the United
States. {cont’d)
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Ruby - .July’s Birthstone (con’t)

But no matter where found, or how cut, it
is a beautiful stone, and worn with pride not only
by those born in July, but also by anyone fortunate
enough to have wvisited Franklin in the “Glory
days;” when the “Native BStone” mines were
producing magnificent specimens of gem quality
Corundum, largely Sapphire, but occasionally a
Ruby of outstanding beauty, giving rise to
Franklin’s referring to itself as “The Gem Capitol
of the World.” Those days are gone, but the gems
are still there, waiting for a fortunate prospector or
amateur miner to unearth.

Whether truly a “Guardian,” a source of
light, or “Merely” another gemstone, the Ruby,
rich in lore and attractiveness is worth the wearing,
no matter what month contains the birthday of the
owner!

Sources; John Sinkankas, Mineralogy; D. Van
Nostrand, Princeton, N.J.
A. Hyatt Verrill, Minerals, Metals, and
Gems; Grossett & Dunlap, New York
E. 8. Dana, 4 Textbook of Mineralogy,
John Wiley and Sons, New York
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

The July Board meeting has been changed to July
1%

There is a very well written article on page 8 that
all our members are encouraged to read.. seasoned
members as well as our newer members.

We thought that we were going to loose “owr”
Molly Miller, but she has decided to stay in
Franklin and continue to be an active member by
hosting in the museum. Molly has held many
positions with the club and 1s one of our cherished
members.

A couple of our summer members have returned
and 1t 1s great having them back and helping with
hosting 1n the museum. Filling the dates with hosts
is a big job. Lori Sackman is the new calendar
chairman. If you have problems meeting your
commitment, please contact Lori (369-1765) or
Jack Jungles (369-0433).

At the July meeting the new slate of officers will
be presented, please try to attend.

After having attended the many meetings of the
Heritage Tourism for Macon County, the group is
winding down and one of their focuses is the gem
industry in Franklin. Our next project will be to get
the mine owners and rock shops to meet to discuss
future plans.

Coming Events

July 16-18 — Boone, North Carolina: 10th annual
show; Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry
Shows;, Boone National Guard Armory, 274
Hunting Hills Ln., Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5;
subject to cancellation during a state or national
emergency, call or check our Web site; contact
Van Wimmer, 5273 Bradshaw Rd., Salem, VA
24153, (540) 384-6047, e-mail:
van{@toteshows.com, Web site:
www.toteshows.com.

July 21-25 — Franklin, North Carolina: 39th
annual show, “Macon County Gemboree”
Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, Gem &
Mineral Society of Frankliny Community
Facilities Bldg., Hwy. 23/4418; Wed. 10-6, Thu.
10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $2,
children 12 and under free; sales, special
exhibits, equipment, supplies, demonstrations,
jewelry, jewelry repairs, custom mounting,
cutting; contact Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce, 425 Porter St., Franklin, NC 28734,
(888) 510-4367; Web site: www.franklin-
chamber.com

July 26-27 — Marietta, Georgia: Show, “Dixie
Classic Intergalactic Bead Festival” North Georgia
Fairgrounds, Iim R. Miller Park, 2245 Callaway
Rd., SW; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $8 Sat., $5
Sun., children 0-12 free; contact Intergalactic Bead
Shows, (888) 729-6904; e-mail:
ibsi@beadshows.com.

July — August 25-1 — SPRUCE PINE, NORTH
CAROLINA: 20th Annual Show; Parkway Fire &
Rescue; Hwy. 2263; Sun. 12-6, Mon. 10-6, Tue.
10-6, Wed. 10-6, Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 12-6; free admission; contact Donna Collis,
(828) 765-6884; e-mail: collisrescue@aol.com.

AFMS AND EFMLS convention date:
July 7-11
For more info: www.amfed.org
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board Of Directors Meeting May 18, 2004

The May meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called to
order by President Linda Behr, at 6:00 pm. on
May 18, 2004, in the museum Meeting Room.
Present were: Ray Behr, Dean Plesner, Ted
Robles, Jack Jungles, Linda Smith, Bruce
Siegfried, Barbara Wing, and Fred Plesner.
Absent: Claire Miller (had eye surgery).

There being no changes or corrections to the
minutes, they were accepted as published in The
Mountain Gem.

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: Club deficit
($108.18); Museum deficit ($782.66), total deficit
($890.84). Much of the expenses were for
brochures. Grant of $1200 received. Detailed
treasury reports on file.

Ray reported that instead of taking show insurance
for $100 with the SFMS, he got a rider with our
own insurance and we are not charged extra for it.

THE MOUNTAIN GEM Deadline 1s June 4th,
2004,

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner
sent a sympathy card to Linda Smith and a thank-
you card to Linda Harbuck, Chamber of
Commerce, for her help in obtaining the grant.

MUSEUM Jack Jungles: *Water leak in guests’
restroom, getting it fixed, restroom presently
closed. *Had many school kids in the last couple
of weeks. *Auction is May 27th. Setup at 5 p.m.
for Silent Auction to start at 6 p.m. *Any
problems/repairs at museum, contact Jack.
*Gift shop sales are good; raffle tickets are good.
Have sold 3200 worth. *Laurie Sackman is
calendar chairman; our calendar is almost half-full.
*Coming events include a field trip to Chunky Gal.
*Next committee meeting is June 10™ at 4 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS

Taste of Scotland, June 12th; members supply own
tables and set up lapidary items only in museum
parking lot. Museum has several scheduled hosts
for day.

NEW BUSINESS
Robert Durrance has resigned as librarian. Let us
know if you have any suggestions for this position.

Molly Miller has resigned as a Board Member
(Director) effective April 28, 2004. Nominations
will be taken at the May General Meeting.

Macon Co. Library has obtained a book in memory
of Eleanor Davis, titled "Turtles, Tortoises &
Terrapins" by Orenstein.

Asked by Tony Angel to set up a display on
Saturday June 19th, for us to participate in Folk
Festival at the Burrel Building. Bruce Siegfried
will set up the "old" facet machine. Will have a
new machine with museum member demonstrating
current method. Ray and Linda Behr will host. If
anyone has any items pertaining to old folk
history, please contact the Behrs.

Ted Robles made motion that we purchase a new
printer to replace the current one (HP preferred).
Linda Smith seconded; all in favor, motion passed
unanimously.

GEMBOREE Fred Plesner reported that the
Recreation Park Pavilion has been reserved for
Dealer's Dinner. Fred will check with Della
Samuels to see if she can coordinate again. John
Haves may grill meat; Chamber of Commerce will
buy the meat. *Fred made motion that our society
work with Chamber of Commerce and arrange for
“chits” to be coordinated with the café at the
Community Center Building during the Gemboree
for club hosts. Motion seconded by Barbara Wing;
all in favor and motion passed unanimously.

INSTALLATION BANQUET Linda Behr will
reserve the Macon County Community Building’s
large room for September 30" Club will supply
the meat and members will bring covered dishes
according to a signup sheet.

Fred Plesner noted that the Historical Society is
publishing a 206 page book for which they are
looking for old photos regarding churches,
cemeteries, schools, organizations, street scenes,
commercial buildings, old homes, transportation,
quilting, etc. They would like to have the book
published by February 2005, so need photos etc.
by end of summer.

There being no further business,

adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

meeting

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary

Installation Banquet scheduled for September 30 at
6:30 p.m. in the Macon County Community Bldg.
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society General Meeting May 27, 2004

The May general meeting of the Franklin Gem and
Mineral Society was held on Thursday, May 27,
2004 at the Community Center, at 6:30 p.m., called
to order by President Linda Behr. Membership
chairperson Mary Bedrick advised there were 23
members present and 9 visitors.

As there being no changes or corrections in The
Mountain Gem, it was accepted as printed.

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: Deficit for
the month of April ($108.18) Museum ($782.66),
total deficit for April ($890.84) which is normal
for this time of year. Since the museum is now
open the numbers should be different for the
month of May.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner:
Sent get well cards to Claire Miller who had eye
surgery; will have the other eye done Wednesday;
and to Shirley Baughman who had knee
replacement. Card also sent to Wally Smith who
had surgery in Florida.

CURATOR Bruce Siegfried: all specimens are out
and the cases are clean.

MUSEUM MANAGER Jack Jungles: We do have
a new calendar chairlady, Lorie Sackman;
Tuesdays and Saturdays are open and a couple of
Wednesdays. *The water leak has been repaired.
GIFT SHOP Debra Siegfried: A few changes have
been made. * For the old and new members alike,
the books on the wall of museum are now all for
sale. * The magazines on floor are 50 cents per
issue. *Specimens in milk crates do not have to be
listed separately on sale sheet. *Active members
(with dues paid) receive 10% discount on gift shop
items. *3till no sales tax. *Hosts are requested to
draw attention to the garnet and diamond ring for
the raffle when visitors arrive. *The Opening and
Closing lists are going to be reprinted.

EDUCATION Debra Siegfried. Gem club
participated during Heritage Day at Macon Middle
School.

GEMBOREE Fred Plesner: July Gemboree will be
July 21-25, Wednesday through Sunday. Set up is
Tuesday, July 20" 7 a.m., followed by the Dealers
Dinner in the evening. John Hayes has agreed to
grill the meat for us instead of our purchasing meat
already cooked. Trailer has been relocated to the G

& LW property behind fencing. You must have the
combination to get into property. ¥*The Chamber of
Commerce requested that instead of them and our
club supplying the finger foods (coffee, donuts,
etc.) during the show, there be chits issued to
hosts. They in turn would use them to purchase
food at the concession stand in the Community
Center.

OLD BUSINESS

Ted Robles spoke on stamp scholarship program to
the lapidary schools. The stamps are weighed and
sold by the pound to dealers. The money goes to
the scholarship fund for Willilam Holland and
Wildacres. The more stamps we send in the more
chances our club has. This is done in the fall and
an announcement 1s made at the executive meeting
in December.

Taste of Scotland Saturday June 12th. Members
only can set up tables in our driveway.

NEW BUSINESS
Deadline for The Mountain Gem 1s June 5th.

Molly Miller has resigned as Board member due to
health problems. There is a vacancy on the Board.
Term expires September 2005. Nominations from
the floor: Ted Robles n nominated Mary Bedrick.
Seconded, motion passed all in favor. Mary
Bedrick 1s the new Board member.

Folk Festival June 19th. We will have a display at
the Burrel Building.

We need hosts to sign up at the museum. We
need 4 hours a day once a month to fill our
calendar.

Please look at the bulletin board in the meeting
room when you are hosting, which indicates many
things, such as field trips and SFMS and AFMS
nformation, etc.

There were windows left open in the hosts'
restroom and the upstairs hallway. After unlocking
the lock for upstairs window, please close window.

We need people to be responsible for handling the
sighup sheet for refreshments and bringing the
paper products to the meetings.

There 1s a new Franklin Chamber of Commerce
magazine; check the head table.  (cont’d)
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General Meeting May 27, 2004 (Cont’d)

Fred Plesner noted that Ray Behr received a phone
call from Southern Living magazine. It is Ray's
understanding that the August issue will feature
the Museum.

Claire Miller awarded door prizes to winners:
Lonnie Stalcup; LaNea Willison, Adriana
Beauvry, Darren Kennedy, Sam Bedrick and
Marty Martinez.

The business portion of the meeting adjourned at 7
p.m.

Bruce Siegfried took over to present the auction
and silent auction. We had refreshments in
between these activities; all supplied by Board
members and several club members.

Both auctions appeared to be quite successtul and
were fun. Bruce was the auctioneer and also gave
us time to put our names and bids down in the
silent auction

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary

A Field Trip to Graves Mountain

By Debra Siegfried, member of The Gem & Mineral Society of
Frankiin, NC Inc.

We had several club members attend the Graves
Mountain “Rock Swap and Dig,” in May 2004
Mary Bedrick was very proud to find her own
rocks. Bruce Siegfried was happy finding his own,
but just as thrilled to have a good choice of
swapping buddies. Dillon (11 years old) and Lori
Sackman, new club members, enjoyed the
experience of their first official rock field trip. I
met a friend from my trip to William Holland from
last fall. Elizabeth Siegfried complained because it
was hot but found a really good assortment of
minerals. And Mr. Bedrick--1 guess he patiently
waited on Mary. I hope he had a good time; he is
also a new club member.

Submitted by Debra in the absence of Wally
Smith, our field trip chairman. Hope to have you
back in Franklin soon, Wally. DS

Refreshment chairman
needed!!!!

SAFETY NOTE:
Is It A Stroke?
For all youngsters 45 and older.

This might be a lifesaver if we can remember the
three questions! Is It a Stroke? This was published
in a monthly newsletter where a friend of mine
lives and he sent it on I had never heard this
advice before and hadn't a clue.

Perhaps vou hadn't either and would like to file it
away in the back of your head.

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to
identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness
spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer
braindamage when people nearby fail to recognize
the symptoms of a stroke. Now doctors say any
bystander can recognize a stroke asking three
simple questions:

* ask the individual to smile.

* ask him or her to raise both arms.

* ask the person to speak a simple sentence.

If he or she has trouble with any of these tasks, call
9-1-1 immediately and describe the symptoms to
the dispatcher. After discovering that a group of
non-medical volunteers could identify facial
weakness, arm weakness and speech problems,
researchers urged the general public to learn the
three questions. They presented their conclusions
at the American Stroke Association's annual
meeting last February. Widespread use of this test
could result in prompt diagnosis and treatment of
the stroke and prevent brain damage.”

PASSITON..............
(Via the Internet)

KID'S THEOLOGY

2. Dear Cod, Maybe
Cain and Abel would nof
kill each ofther so much if
fhey esach had heir awn
raoms. IFworks out OK
wifh me and my brofher.







