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SAVE STAMPS

2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September 20 22
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S.
Junior Member meetings: 6 p.m. before the General Meeting
Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last Thursday of each month!
The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Gemboree Show Dates:
July 27-31, Wednesday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday noon-5 p.m.
Vendors” Dinner July 26 Tuesday

Leaf Lookers” Gemboree Dates:
October 21-23 Friday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday noon-5 p.m.
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ON THURSDAY, JUNE 30,
AT 6:30 PM. WE WILL HAVE
OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT
THE MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY CENTER ON
HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH.
THIS WILL BE OUR ANNUAL
ICE CREAM SOCIAL.
GLORIA DURFEY WILL
BRING HER “OOSIK.”
WHALE'S TEETH, ALASKAN
JEWELRY AND OTHER IVORY
ITEMS BESIDES PICTURES

This Is Our First Membership Drive
If You Bring A Friend You Will
Receive A Ticket For Yourself And
One For Each Person That Comes
With You. We Will Have
Gaye White’s Rocks As Giveaways.
Junior Members Will Get
Three Tickets Just For Attending
The Meeting.

July Birthdays

2 - Fred Plesner
4 - Ina Kaye Munhcer
\ 5 - Lee Burley
/ % - Marly Martinez
15 - Ehoda Haber
W - Sonja Eldridge
W - Virginia Phillips
W, - Albert Moccia
29 - Nathan Tarfak

July Anniversaries

10 - Pob & Pat Wolfskeil
31 - Don % lris Dmith

July’s Alternate Birthstone; Sardonyx
By Ted Robles for THE MOUNTAIN GEM

“Sardonyx;” a handsome stone. The name arises
from the pairing of two varieties of cryptocrystalline
quartz. These are “Onyx,” which 1s banded chalcedony,
the ground color being usually milky or white, and
“Sard,” which is brown chalcedony, the color being
caused by a larger concentration of iron oxide than is
present in carnelian. Biblically, it 1s the fifth stone in the
foundation of the Holy City, as found in Revelations
21:20. It is a tough material and can be quite “Gemmy,”
taking on a good polish. Chemically, it 1s silicon
dioxide, physically, specific gravity 2.6, refractive index
1.55. Mineralogically, hardness 7, no cleavage,
conchoidal fracture, vitreous to greasy luster. While not
observably crystalline, the material 1s in the hexagonal
system, as can be verified under the microscope.
Optically, it 1s sub-translucent to opaque; while it might
be faceted as a curiosity, as a lapidary item, advantage
is usually taken of the banding; quite handsome cameo
and intaglio jewelry can be made by cutting the stone
parallel to the band, and carving away the unwanted
material. Stones thus cut are far more durable than the
customary cameos, which are cut from seashell. It will,
depending on the angle at which it is cut, yield quite
attractive patterns in cabochons and/or ornamental items
such as paperweights or bookends, and there are any
number of belt buckles and bolo ties sporting Sardonyx
as the stone.

It can be cut to yield stripes or bullseyes, and in the
hands of craftsmen with imagination and patience can
be outstandingly attractive.

As an alternative to Ruby 1t i1s certainly more
economical, and 1s an attractive stone on its own merits.
It deserves a place in anyone’s collection, no matter
what the birth month.

Sources:

Sinkankas John, Mineralogy, A First Course, Princeton, NJ,
Dvan Nostrand, 1966

Verrill A. Hyatt, Minerals, Metals, and Gems, New York,
Grossett and Dunlap, 1939

Kunz George F., The Curious Love of Precious Stones, New
York, Dover Publications, 1941

The Holy Bible
New Member: Correction
Belinda McGuire Arlon & Sonja Fldridge

1462 Fulcher

Franklin, NC 28734
369-0433

New Franklin Address:
Joe and Ina Raye Muncher
158 Tall Timber Drive
Franklin, NC 28734

telephone: 369-5271
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

First of all, T have some sad news to share with our
members. Mel Haber passed away recently. In next
month’s newsletter, we hope to have a little written
about him.

I hope that vou have noticed all the work being
done in the museum and around the museum. Bruce
Siegfried placed rocks around the comer plant by the
parking lot. It looks so clean, besides keeping the
parking lot water from running down to the sidewalk in
front of the museum door.

Jack Jungles has had his hands full with the
replacing of fans, lights, etc. He has been working on
redesigning our museum meeting room to accommodate
the “bulletin” awards and placing the notice board in a
strategic location for members to look over.

Wally Smith has been planning and renovating the
workshop. There’s always work to be done in this room.
There are a lot of “behind” the scenes work that goes
on to maintain a museum. If you are a member and
can donate any time whatsoever, please help out.

Ray Behr, Ted Robles, Wally

and Doris Smith participated in the
u =3 150 Celebration Parade. We all had
\-\ a great time and were so proud to
\\ /:ﬁ represent our club. Ray was a good
N driver and neither Wally, Doris nor
DEADLINE myself fell out of the truck. Claire
FORTHE JULY | p e e the masearn on
BULLETIN

Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. What
WILL BE ON a very hectic day!

JULY d4th,
MONDAY PP P Py P DAL DAL A PN

SAFETY FIRST
by Bill Klose EFMLS Safety Chairman
February 2000 EFMLS News

The wearing of safety shoes is not only required
throughout U.S. industry, mines, quarries, and gravel
pits, but is just plain common sense. This point was
driven home for me many years ago when a young man
on my production team had an eleven hundred pound
steel roll from a toilet paper rewinder fall on his foot.
The resulting blow caused his safety shoe protective cap
to explode and thus expend the momentum from the
roll, and produced a nasty looking and painful set of
blood blisters and black and blue marks on the top of
his foot, but no broken bones or loss of toes.

Today's safety shoes are available for many
functions, in many styles, and are quite affordable. In
selecting a pair of safety shoes, consider what you will
be doing in pursuit of our wonderful hobby. If your
passion is the art of the lapidary, slabbing rocks, or the
sale or display of rocks, minerals, or fossils, a nice pair
of low cut safety shoes with protective tips (steel or
nonmetallic), such as sneakers, oxfords, penny loafers,
even slip-ons, may provide you with the protection you
need from a dropped specimen or hand tool. If you
attend field trips or walk over rugged terrain, you
should consider safety shoes that support the ankles and
provide protection from sharp sticks, thorns, stones,
abrasion, temperature, moisture, and walking impact. A
pair of waterproof boots that lace over the ankles would
be ideal for this purpose. Higher lacing boots would be
advised for areas where thorn bushes, cactus, or snakes
are found. Full grain leather or waterproof safety shoes
will provide moisture protection for normal weather
encountered, however for extensive wear in water, such
as creeks, beaches, snow, mud, etc., I strongly
recommend that overboots or waders be used over the
safety shoes. The soles of safety shoes should provide
solid grip traction, but not clog or chew up the trail. A
properly fitted set of safety shoes with a liner and
footbed inside will provide ventilation, insulation from
heat or cold, protection from rubbing, and absorption of
walking impact, and all day comfort.

The wearing of wool socks (or other materials
recommended by the manufacturer) in the safety shoes
will wick perspiration away and protect the feet from
extreme temperatures and disease. Tucking the bottoms
of your trousers and shoelaces into the top of the boots
will keep insects, stones and other undesirable items
from getting up your pant legs and down into your
safety shoes, and will reduce the chance of you tripping
over your shoe laces. Please note that general issue
army boots do not have protective tips and thus are not
safety shoes. Only certain army personnel, like
mechanics, are issued safety shoes.

Today safety shoes are available from most shoe
stores. Tell your shoe store salesperson what your needs
are, and find the style that you like. You may find that
you are wearing them evervday for safety.

Articles from EFMLS
http://www.amfed.org/a_safetvEFMLS htm

A Little Sense of Humor
Sign in a Laundromat on the washing machine:
PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN
THE LIGHT GOES OUT.

Source: ROCKYTIER 8/01; via THE ROADRUNNER 01/03
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The Franklin Gem And Mineral Society Board Meeting Ot May 24 2005 (condensed for publication)

This meeting of the Board of Directors of the Franklin
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by
president Linda Behr at 6:30 p.m. on May 24, 2005, in
the museum Meeting Room. Present were: Ray Behr,
Ted Robles, Bruce Siegfried, Mary Bedrick, Jack
Jungles, Claire Miller, Linda Smith and Barbara Wing,
Absent were Dean and Fred Plesner.

Before the official business meeting, Karen Loetzer,
advertising rep for The Franklin Press Karen spoke
regarding the “Macon County Guide,” which has
printed inserts in The Franklin Press and the Highlander
and distributes 18,000 copies. There 1s an article about
the Old Jail and Museum in the present copy. JTuly Ist is
when the new one will come out. A 1/8-page ad is
$125.00; index listing in back of magazine 1s $25.00.

Board meeting minutes for April 26, 2005 were handed
out for approval. No additions or corrections were noted

Treasurer's Report: Ray Behr reported a club deficit
of $168.81, museum deficit of $959.27 for an overall
deficit of $1,127.65. (See detailed summary report and
transaction report on file.)

Museum: Jack Jungles: Waiting for a nice evening to
paint the parking area. Still need a bench for outside.
Will check with Streets of Franklin to see if we can get
one from them.

Ray has sent acknowledgment and thanks for the
display cases.

Working on utilizing space under steps.

Chip Sackman putting old jail key in case and Jack will
mount on the wall.

Will do some bush trimming Saturday and removal of
weeds. Jack will replace the two outside signs that are
bolted on the wall.

OLD BUSINESS:

Linda Behr passed around the banner plan done by
Gooder Grafix, for approval We will go ahead with
banner.

Mike Streeter will attend our installation banquet.

Need volunteers for the parade Saturday, May 28th.
Have agreed to advertise one year with the Smoky

Mountain Visitors Center.

NEW BUSINESS:

Our club will be sponsoring the DMC Field Trip to
Rose Creek Mine on July 23rd. (Refer to page 9.)

Molly Miller spoke with a dealer from the May Gem
Show who is a member of the Huntsville Gem &
Mineral Society, Marsha Stone. Molly, (speaking for
our club) offered to provide housing for their members
not to exceed 10, if they wanted to attend the July
Gemboree. They in turn would reciprocate for their
show. Marsha will speak to her president, Susan Burch
and will get back with Molly or me by June 15th. Molly
can take two. Please think about it.

Received correspondence from Lewis Rathburn Center
asking for money donations, sample shampoos and
soaps. (See Barbara Wing).

Ray Behr spoke on getting a new copier. Received six
different quotes. After hearing the various prices and
Ray's recommendation of the purchase of the Toshiba
model, Ted Robles made a motion that we present this
recommendation to the General Meeting. (The cost will
be almost offset by the pavment for May’s rental of the
tables by the Chamber of Commerce.) Jack Jungles
seconded motion. All in favor and motion passed. Ray
will present at General Meeting.

Ray Behr ran figures on the museum meeting room
copier: copies made from October 1st to November,
showed a $47.00 deficit. Linda Smith suggested we
charge 15 cents for black and 50 cents for color copies.

Regarding the Information Please (Franklin Press), it
was noted that we are covered in an article and we
should pay for a directory listing of $25.00. Bruce
Siegfried made the motion that we go with the $25.00
directory listing; Linda Smith seconded the motion;
motion passed.

Linda Smith spoke on the need of getting new members.
She suggested a “membership drive.” As an incentive
for the June meeting we would have a disbursement of
the donated items, with junior members getting to
choose three items.

We will need extra hosts for The Taste of Scotland,
Saturday June 18th.

Meeting adjourned 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society General Meeting of Thursday, May 26, 2005
{Condensed for publication)

The May general meeting of the Franklin Gem and
Mineral Society was held on Thursday, May 26, 2005 at
the Community Center, at 6:30 p.m., called to order by
President Linda Behr. Members could come early to
look over the items to be sold at auction and silent
auction.

There were no changes or corrections to April’s minutes
in the Mountain Gem.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr: reported a club deficit
of $169.81 for April, and museum deficit of $959.27
making a total deficit for the month of April of
$1127.65 Major items were gift shop purchases of
$695.00. Gift shop sales were $323.70. Maintenance
(museum) were 3$158.14, supplies $179.24, utilities
$244 85 (See detailed report on file).

At the Board meeting, a motion was passed to present a
proposal for a new copier (analog). Six different copier
makers were contacted, which the Board wviewed.
Recommendation was made for the purchase of a
Toshiba copier for $1125, delivered. This would be
used for the newsletter and mass copies. Toner is $40
and should print 8,000 copies. Ted Robles pointed out
that with a commercial copier, you are lucky to get a
sheet per minute, this one is a sheet every five seconds.
Keep in mind that although this was not in the budget,
we will not have a monthly service fee, and our having
rented our tables to the Chamber of Commerce
($900.00), will make up a great portion of this purchase.
Wally Smith made a motion to purchase this copier.
Debra Siegfried seconded; motion passed.

Curator Bruce Siegfried: We have two new specimens
of aquamarine (See case 44).

Museum Jack Jungles: We are going to paint spaces for
parking. Looking into a bench for outside. We may be
able to get one from the Streets of Franklin.

Passed around museum hosting calendar for June and
July.

This  Saturday, May 28th, for the 150th
sesquicentennial, we will be opening the museum
earlier. We need two hosts in the morning and two in
the afternoon.

Will also have the museum open for The Taste of
Scotland, June 18th. If you want to set up a booth
outside vou can do so. This is just for club members
only.

Gift shop Debra Siegfried: Everything going very well.
We have two new display cases, instead of just the one.

They are connected to the on-off light switch and so
will go off and on with that. Eventually, they will be
filled! The bench has been moved to the Indian Room.

Education Linda Smith: Had several school groups at
the museum in May. Participated in Heritage Day at
Macon Middle School and Smoky Mountain. Received
several thank-you cards.

Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner: sent get-well
to Mel Haber. (Mel has since passed away.)

Membership Mary Bedrick: we have 30 members
present, plus nine guests: June Taft, Judy and Peter
Zimmerman, Rick and Lunnie Medeiros, Al and Donna
Sizeman, Gail Kerr, and Charlene Justice.

If members bring one guest next month, they will
receive two door prize tickets each.

OLD BUSINESS

Displaved the banner which we are going to use for the
Parade on Saturday.

Vest material has arrived and Fran Rasmussen has
volunteered to make them. Fabric will cost $4.00 per
yard; it should take at least two vards for per vest. If
you buy the vest made, it will cost $10.00. If you buy
the fabric and make it yourself, it will cost $8.00 per
vest. Contact Debra Siegfried.

New Business

Still looking for people to run for 2006 Office,
contact Debra Siegfried or Mary Bedrick.

June monthly meeting will be the membership drive and
Ice Cream Social. Gloria Durfey will have some
Alaskan items to show us. Instead of the usual door
prizes, Junior members will choose three items from the
giveaways donated, adults choose one.

Molly Miller spoke with a dealer who is a member of
the Huntsville, Al. Gem Club. Some of the members
would like to attend the July Gemboree and Molly (on
behave of our club) suggested we could accommodate
10 of their members. They would reciprocate for their
show. So far, we have accommodations for 4 people.
Let us know if you can participate.

Next meeting will be June 30th.
(cont’d)






