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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is. (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are aways welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM isunder the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gemis $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Ted Robles and Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The

Mountain Gem.
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June Mesting
Date: June 26
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on
441South
Program:  Wally Smith will
demonstrate I ntarsia.
Thisis one program you will not
want to miss.

() July Celebrations

Birthdays
Q( 1 - Margie Sweeney
H ( 2 — Fred Plesner

I l 4 — Ina Raye Muncher

5— LeeBurley

15 — Rhoda Haber
15 — Eugene King
16 - Sonja Eldridge
16 — Sharon John
16 — Albert Moccia
18 - Marilyn Kaolle
29 — Nathan Tartak

Anniversaries

10 — Bob & Pat Wolfskeil...
11 -- Nate & Gail Anderson
23 - John & Michelle Loewy
31 - Don & Iris Smith

65th

N e 3 O
N
IE\%']K[

Ted Robles, President
President’s Message — June 2008

Well, we had some fun on Auction Night, didn’t
we? Bruce seems to have missed his calling — he
probably should be an auctioneer by profession —and
Tom Sterrett is coming right along as assistant. Chris
Vendrell made an excellent runner — the only thing
about the evening that was little off was that we could
have used alarger crowd, but we did all right anyway.

Now, for coming events. Sooner than we really
would like, because the fuse is very short, but “Taste
of Scotland” is coming up on the 14th of June, and
we’d like to have a good turnout. The Museum is
going to be open all day, and we’ll need extra hosts to
take care of the expected visitors. Those members
who are artisans are encouraged to come out to
display their wares, and hopefully have a good time
displaying them to the public and making some sales.
Y ou are encouraged to set up in the museum parking
lot, which will NOT be used for parking on that day.
We have a number of real craftspeople, and their
efforts are always well received by the public, so
here’s an opportunity to be seen and even make a bit
of profit.

That will be the first day of our exterior “Kids’

ox.” For many years we have had an area behind the
museum, where we have put surplus stones, excess
from  collections,  not-quite-Museum  quality
specimens, et cetera for the edification of children.
The one difficulty with the area was that it was
occasionaly a mud hole, after a rain. Now we have
constructed an enclosed area in front of the Museum,
and there will be rocks for kids to acquire some
souvenirs — please remember — the areais for the kids,
NOT for adults — theoretically, grownups shouldn’t be
indulging in freebee field trips in the middle of town.
We hope — and expect — that the young people will
enjoy looking through the rocks, bringing home a
specimen or two, and possibly even get turned on to
what we believe to be one of the most fascinating
avocationsin existence!

See you on the 14th!

Just as we wexe going to
press, we heard news of
Winnie Hetchum’s death.
We will have a write-up
alieut this leng-time member in July’s issue.
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The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
Board M eeting of May 26, 2008

The May 2008 meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Franklin Gem and Mineral society
was called to order by President Ted Robles at 6:30
p.m. in the Museum Meeting Room.

Present were Ted Robles, Bruce Siegfried, Tom
Sterrett, Fred Plesner, Mary Bedrick, Ray Behr,
Wally Smith, John Hayes, David Notestine and
Sharon John. Absent was Linda Smith

1. Treasurers Report: Bruce Siegfried reported
a total inflow of $881.50, a total outflow of
$1,052.39 and an over dl total of -$170.89

2. Curator: Mary Bedrick said that there are a
lot of items for the auction

3. Museum: Ray Behr said that the lawn
needs to be mowed and Bruce Siegfried said he
would do it. The rubber strip at the front door
needs to be fixed and the lights in some of the
cases upstairs need to be replaced.

4. Workshop: Wally Smith reported that the
class with David Notestine went very well and
to remember that June 6™ will be our first
Friday Craft Night, so make sure to show up.

5. Publicity: Fred Plesner said he sent notices
to the paper about the auction. He mailed out
more brochures about the Museum.

6. Linda Behr said the deadline for the
Mountain Gem would be June 10"

7. Elizabeth Siegfried received the SFMS for
Y outh Scholarship. (Congratul ations!)

8. This coming Thursday there will be three
school groups coming to visit the Museum and
we will need lots of hosts to help out.

9. Linda Behr said she would look into some
nurseries around town to see if they would be
willing to take care of the Museum ‘s lawn and
flowers.

10. Pickin’ on the Square is going on now so
we will need hosts for Saturday evenings.
Please be sure to sign up.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon John, Secretary

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of May 29, 2008

The May 2008 General Meeting of the Gem and
Mineral Society was caled to order by President
Ted Robles at 6:30 p.m.

There were no additions or changes to last
month’s minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.
We had 30 members and 9 guests present.

1. Treasurers Report: Bruce Siegfried reported
atota inflow of $881.50, tota outflows of
$1,052.39 and an over al total of -$170.89
Secretary. Nothing to report
Workshop: Wally Smith reported a good
turnout for the class given by David
Notestine. First Friday is coming up on
June 6" so be sure to come on by the
museum and have a good time.

4. Museum: Ray Behr said that the rubber
strip at the front door needs to be repaired
and the lights in some of the cases upstairs
need to be replaced. Bruce Siegfried said
that he would mow the lawn before the
Taste of Scotland. There will be tables set
up for members who want to sell some
of their handmade craft items. Ray Behr
with some help will be getting the kids rock
botxh out front for Taste of Scotland on June
14",

5. Fred Plesner said he sent notices to the
local papers about the auction. He mailed
out more brochures about the Museum.
There is a group of school children coming
to the Museum on May 28". We will need
extra hosts that day.

6. Thedeadline for The Mountain Gemis June
10.

7. Elizabeth Siegfried received the SFMS
Y outh Scholarship this year.

8. Pickin’ on the Square is going on again this
year and we need hosts for Saturday
evenings from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Be sure to
sign up—we need your help!!

Meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.

Debra  Siegfried  served
refreshments. Thank you so much.

Thanks to Bruce Siegfried and Tom Sterrett
who made the auction a great success, and of
course to Mary Bedrick. Who ever did not
attend, missed a great time again this year!

w N

wonderful

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, Secretary
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Club Members:
[ & THEC————— Our secretary, Sharon
” %E@W@E@’S John, and your editor
4 L COLUMN  want your opinion on the

new format of “the
minutes”...either pro or con. Hopefully you have
noticed the change.

Important Museum | nformation
The transfer of the Children’s
Rock Picking Area to the
wooden box in front of the
- Museum has been completed.
The box has a wire screen lid
that is locked during the hours
the Museumis closed.

The key for the box isin the key cabinet. Hosts are
to unlock and open the lid during the hours that the
Museum is open, they should be sure to secure the
lid in the open position by wrapping the chain
around a bar and latching it back onto the lid.

Workshop News
By Wally Smith, Workshop Manager

Don’t forget Doris Smith’s class
on making a “Snake” ring on June
12" at 6:30 p.m.

We had 16 club members at the June “Social.” It
looked like a lot of work was accomplished. Listed
are the attendees: Joe and Ginger Nicoletti, Wally
and Doris Smith, Jerry and Marilyn Kolle, Gloria
Durfey, Chester Willette, Margie Sweeney, Fred
and Dean Plesner, Sharon John, Linda Behr, Joe
Foreman, Gary Gaetano and Bruce Siegfried.

Another reminder: our Friday night Craft/Socia
will be on July 11" due to the first Friday is the 4"
of July.

Our next class will be held on Wednesday night,
July 16™ by John Hayes on “Bullet and Gemstone
Earrings.” Sounds readly interesting. A sign-up
sheet is posted in the Museum. John’s class may
take more than one class for completion.

Newsletter deadlineis
JUNE 30

Members’ News

Ginger Nicoletti is having
serious back problems and is
returning to Florida to consult
with several surgeons. She will
bein our prayers.

Have you seen Fred
Plesner’s new teeth?

Marilyn Kolle has been busy keeping the
Museum clean.

Don Smith had knee surgery and is now using a
cane. His back didn’t like the knee surgery so it’s
not cooperating.

A great big THANK YOU to John Hayes for
making the top for the children’s rock box. Thank
you to, Wally Smith, David Notestine, John
Hayes, and Ray Behr for improving the outside
yard and for all the work on the children’s rock box.

From the Constitution By/L aws committee:
An item was omitted from the final version (2007).
Itis Standing Rule 20, Tumblers (add to page
15). Y ou might remember that Ted Robles
presented this addition and both the Board and
Genera membership approved it
Thetypist, Linda Behr omitted this part asit was
LOST but finally found
by Ray Behr in the Workshop!!!

All new copieswill have this correction. This
addition will be available for members to add to
their 2007 copy.

Each member should have a copy of the
Condtitution and By/L aws!!!

MY FRIEND MURPHY
Membership Lists
It is easier to empty the Atlantic Ocean with a
teacup than it isto keep a membership list up to
date.
2008 Membership Lists are available in the
Museum...look for the gold page cover list.

A father is someone you look up to no
matter how tall you are
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May Program Report
By Fran Rasmusson

The auction, which followed the Generd
Meeting of the Gem Society Thursday night, May
19, was fun and enjoyed by all.

Donated items included collectables, household
items, pictures, hand-knit sweaters, Norman
Rockwell collector plates, some interesting rocks,
gemstones, and Dahlonega gold in a small gold pan
tie tack, etc.

Since strawberries are in season, a yummy
dessert of strawberry shortcake was served.

Lodestar News:

Getting Back To Basics
And Workshop Changes

' Do you remember when you first got
mterested in rocks? In the early 50s, when | was about
4, we moved into a new housing development in
Michigan. It was so new the road wasn’t paved yet,
and like most kids, | liked to play in the dirt. |
remember finding a beautiful blue rock in the muddy
road. | was convinced it was a piece of the sky that
had fallen to earth. Looking back, it was probably just
a chunk of glass, but to me, it was magical. | began
looking around for more “pieces of sky,” and came in
with a pocket full of rocks that my mom helped me
clean. My parents weren’t rockhounds, so I never
found out what they were; but | kept them in my
treasure box until a couple years later, when we
moved to Florida. Later on, | became interested in
archaeology and then by extension in geology, but it
wasn’t until a decade ago that I really started learning
anything beyond volcanic, igneous and metamorphic.
And I’'m still learning.

Which brings me to the point of this article: No
matter how long we have been involved in rock
collecting and the lapidary arts, there is aways
something more for us to learn. It never hurts to go
back to the beginning of our studies and see if there is
something we might have missed along the way. If it’s
been a long time since you took Gem ID &
Appreciation, Cabochons, or Opals at one of our
workshops, why not take one of those classes again? |
know what some folks say about old dogs and new
tricks, but I think we’re a bunch of pretty smart
rockhounds, no matter what our age. There’s always
something new we can learn.

As | write this, there are only six more weeks until
our first workshop session, which starts Sunday, June
8 at the William Holland School in Y oung Harris, Ga.

We need a minimum of three students to hold a
class. Although some classes are full, there are a few
that don’t have that many registered. Some classes
may have to be canceled unless more folks sign up.

Register soon!

WORKSHOP CHANGES

Changes almost aways happen in our workshop
schedule, but this year change seemed to come a hit
sooner and in some unexpected ways. There are some
significant changes in the 2008 workshop schedule
that | need to tell you about.

Our workshop director, Kathy Morris, accepted a
full-time position at the William Holland School and
had to withdraw from SFM S workshop activities. We
certainly wish Kathy well, and will till be seeing her
at the June and October workshops, just in a different
capacity.

Pat Davis, aformer William Holland Director, has
agreed to take over for Kathy at William Holland for
the 2008 season.

Please Note Changes To Workshop Schedule. As
of May 10, 2008. Severa classes have been canceled.
The August session of Cold Connection has a different
instructor. The August and September chainmaking
classes will be for both beginning and advanced
students.

Julia Larson, SFM S Education Chair
email: sfms@amfed.org

(Condensed from the June LODESTAR)
Southeaster n Federation of Mineralogical
Societies Summer Board Meeting
July 26, 2008
Knights Inn, Dillard, Georgia
From Steve Henegar, SFMS President

The Gem and Minera Society of Franklin graciously
offered to host our summer Board Meeting. Held in
conjunction with their July Gemboree Show. It offers
a great opportunity to attend their Show as well as the
other Shows that occur a the same time. | am
planning to take time to visit their museum as well.

Humor:
A rockhound is a guy who
Slaps his little boy’s hand
for picking up candy that
has been dropped in the
dirt—then licks a slab of
agate to seeif it will polish.
Source: Goldrush Ledger 8/82;
ViaHigh Country Gleamings 5/2008




