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American Federation
Bulletin Awards

1994 (7th), 1995 (2nd),
1996 (2nd), 1997 (5th),
1998 (5th), 1999 (3rd),
2000 (5th), 2004 (7th),
2005 (2nd) 2006 (10th)
2008 (5th)

Southeast Federation
Bulletin Awards

1976, 77, 78, 79, 92, 94,
1995
1996-99 (1st)
2003 2nd New Editor
2004 (2nd), 2005 (2nd)
2006 (1st) 2008 (2nd)

Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1 - October 31

Monday Thru Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 1–April 30:

Only Saturdays: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours

And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Vice President Fred Plesner 342-4224
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (2009) Wally Smith 369-7695
Director (2009) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (2010) Gloria Durfey 524-9913
Director (2010) Elizabeth Siegfried 349-3877

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. Rick Sweeney 369-0588
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Sharon John 369-0161

Marilyn Kolle 407-462-3311
**Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Gail Anderson 369-8313
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

** Voting members on the Board

American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org
Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

Email for the Society is:
franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm

2008-2009
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws OPEN
Door Prizes OPEN
Field Trips John Hayes 524-8062
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles 369-6664
Historian Sharon John 369-0161
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562
Refreshments Frances Martinelli 349-9182
Scholarships Henry Stelline 332-0881
Education Debra Siegfried 349-8377
** Voting members on the Board

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the 
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Assistant: Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles written by
members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.



THE MOUNTAIN GEM
MARCH 2009

- 1 -

General Meeting
Date: March 26, 2009
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on
441South

Program: Video on Russian
Gemstones

April Celebrations

Birthdays
2–Roy Ramsey
4–David Smith
12–Dean Plesner
14–Gail Anderson
17–Michelle Lowey
21–Gail Notestine
24–Dorothy Crawford
27–Jamie Loewy
30–Frances Rasmusson

Anniversaries
15–Bill & Kay Kennedy
15–Marvin & Harriet Manning

Tom Sterrett, President

March 2009, President’s Letter

As we approach spring and the return of both
tourists and seasonal residents, I am looking
forward to a great year at the museum, shows and
other activities. Things have been moving along at
the museum and we are almost finished with the
physical inventory and cleaning of all our displays
and specimens. Thanks again to Sharon, Mary,
Debra, Bruce, Ray and everyone else who helped
to get this arduous task completed.

Thanks to Fred Plesner for agreeing to step in
as Vice President this year. He will lead the
Gemboree activities and take the leadership role
during the summer months. Thanks also to Debra
Siegfried who has agreed to continue as Education
Committee chairperson. We need everyone to
volunteer for hosting duties at the museum this
year. You can team up with an experienced host to
ease into the role. It is fun and exciting to meet so
many people with an interest in rocks and minerals.
We guarantee you won’t be bored!  If hosting does 
not appeal to you, we also need volunteers to:

Represent the club at various town
functions

 Provide refreshments for our club meetings
 Provide covered dishes for the dealer dinner

at the July Gemboree.
Demonstrate lapidary arts at area schools,

the Gemborees, and other functions.
Repair and maintain the museum.
 Provide articles for our Mountain Gem.

With our focus on education this year, I’d like to 
hear from you on how your interest in rocks and
minerals developed. Was there a particular person
or area that sparked your interest? What skills and
knowledge would you like to share with others or
learn from others? Hopefully, we can expand our
club and generate greater interest by learning from
each other.

Again, heartfelt thanks to all current volunteers
for all you do and an urgent plea to those members
not yet volunteering –Get involved! Together we
can do great things!

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Special Board Meeting of February 9, 2009

A special Board meeting was called to order at
6:35 p.m. by President Tom Sterrett. The purpose
of this meeting was to review a letter written by our
attorney. After a brief discussion only one change
was made.

Tom Sterrett said he would donate 100 bags of
Cowee Valley enriched dirt to the museum, to be
sold at $5.00 a bag. After that Tom will sell us bags
at his cost. All Board members agreed.

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Bedrick.
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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
February 24, 2009 Board Meeting

The February 2009 Board Meeting was called to
order at 6:30 p.m. in the Museum meeting room by
Bruce Siegfried for absent president, Tom Sterrett.
Present were: Bruce Siegfried, Fred Plesner, Mary
Bedrick, Gloria Durfey, Elizabeth Siegfried, Gail
Anderson, Linda Behr, Ray Behr, John Hayes and
Sharon John.
1. Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried had

nothing to report at this time, as we are changing over
to a new computer and going from Quicken® to
Quick Books®. He did say that the new cash sheets
are working very well. Also that he has put together a
new reimbursement sheet for members to fill out if
they have bought supplies, food, etc. in excess of the
normal petty cash. Bruce also looked into insurance to
protect Board Members from liability. The Board
decided to table it for now to find out what would the
Board be liable for.

2.Secretary: Sharon John had nothing to report.
3.Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that the

inventory for the fixture and equipment was done and
the total for that is $51,800 The Seagul Case lights
have been installed. Quick Books® has been installed
on the new computer. If there is any member that
knows how to work with this new program, would
you please contact Ray.

4.Curator: Mary Bedrick reported that the
inventory with all the cases is coming along just fine
and it should be finished before we open this spring.

5.Gift Shop: Gail Anderson is now the assistant
gift shop manager and the inventory is going along
fine.

6.Library: Dean Plesner reported that a book was
donated to the Macon County Library in memory of
Ted Robles.

7.Publications: Linda Behr said that the deadline
for the Mountain Gem is March 9th.

8.Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that Teresa
Dalton of Blue Water Media would be coming this
Thursday to film the Museum. The Faceters Guild will
be coming back in July for the Gemboree. Also there
will be new Dealers at the Gemboree this year. The
Department of Tourism needs 900 more brochures to
be sent out. Fred had a demonstration for the BS troop
112 and there will be a demonstration given to the
Garden Club.

9.Field Trips: John Hayes reported that he is
working on a field trip to the Mincey Mine, which
may eventually be open to private groups.

10. Programs: Linda Smith is working on a
special program for March.

The General Meeting for October has been
changed to the 29. Note change in newsletter.

Our Board Meetings will be moved to Tuesdays.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Sharon John, secretary

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of February 26, 2009

The February General Meeting was called to order
by Bruce Siegfried at 6:35 p.m.

There were no changes or additions to the minutes
printed in the Mountain Gem.

There were 8 guests and 22 members present.
Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried reported

there is no report for this month as there is a new
computer and Quick Books® has been installed
and help is needed to learn how to use it. The new
cash sheets are easy to use and hosts need to cut
off bottom of form when done and put in register.

Secretary: Sharon John had nothing to report.
Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that the

fixture and equipment inventory was finished.
There are brand new lights in the gift shop and the
lights in the Seagul case upstairs are fixed. We
need hosts for Saturdays. We need to remember
that our main focus is “education” for the people 
who visit the Museum.

Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried reported that the gift
shop inventory should be completed by spring and
that the new lights are great. The person who built
the new bookshelves will be building more shelves
shortly. Gail Anderson is her new assistant and is
doing a great job. Remember the 10% members
discount—it is set at $10 increments. Debra is
now in charge of Education; she will be in charge
of scheduling school tours, etc. She will also be
setting up display cases in the library and in April
at Macon Bank. Any one with any ideas will be
greatly appreciated. Also she needs supplies for the
children that come to the museum—does any one
have any tumbled stones?

Curator: Mary Bedrick reported that the
specimen inventory should be completed by
spring.
 (Cont’d to page 3)


