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Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION

Monday-Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

May 1 - October 31
Winter Months: Sat.: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Open Year Round For Tours
And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 342-1562
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. WorkshopMgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms

2006-2007
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire/Michelle Loewy
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Sharon John 369-0161
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
NC, 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. The schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The
Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles (proof reader and assembler), Elizabeth
Siegfried (proof reader, runs off pages and helps with assembling). Articles written by members of our
club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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March Meeting:
Date: March 27
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Facilities Bldg.
Program: To be given by David Watters on
“The Piezo Electric Properties of Quartz Crystals”

David Watters, the Guest speaker for March,
was raised in Raleigh, NC. He graduated from
Georgia Tech with a degree in Electrical
Engineering. From there he went on to work for
Pan Electronics, a manufacturer of Quartz Crystals
for industrial uses in Atlanta, GA. His career
eventually took him to the Goddard Space Flight
Center in Washington, DC as an Aero Space
Engineer.

We are quite fortunate that David came to the
Museum in February and struck up a conversation
with Ray Behr. It is Ray who realized that Mr.
Watters would make a great guest speaker. The
topic of David’s program is The Piezo Electric 
Properties of Quartz Crystals. It should be quite an
interesting program!

The moral of this story is - you never know
when or where you will meet someone who has
something to contribute to this club! If you know
of someone, or even yourself, who has something
rock, gem, geologic, or fossil related or even
something out of this world such as meteors or the
like, who would be willing to present a program for
us, please contact Linda Smith (342-1562) or Linda
Behr (349-0827).

Ted Robles, President

As a dynamic leader of the Society, I feel
remarkably like a total loss with no insurance. As a
person who prides himself on normally good health,
I feel like I have been beaten all over with little
sticks - and as one who has small patience for the
ills of other people, I feel somewhat like a
hypocrite! At the risk of boring everyone
terminally, I’ll tell you what has been with me, and 
hope that you will forgive the narrative–but– “The 
President has to say something!” Basically, what
happened is that a body that is usually fairly

functional decided to betray its operator. Just
before the January meeting, I blew out my left knee.
I have no idea how; the Sartorius muscle went into
spasm, and I experienced considerable difficulty
standing, never mind walking. The worst of it is
that there is still considerable pain in the muscle, so
normal activity is out of the question. But – that’s 
not all! (Wish it were.) A week later, I came down
with the “Walking Pneumonia” that has infested the 
town. My grandmother used to call an infection
like this: “The galloping never-get-overs” and I 
guess she had a point. No way could I have
presided over a Board Meeting nor a General
Meeting; fortunately we have a cadre of excellent
people, and both meetings came off in at least
adequate shape. Thanks, Mary and Linda.

I seem to be coming out of the worst of it –and
Sharon sent me a very nice “Get Well Soon” card, 
which was most welcome. So–I guess the worst is
over, and it is time to get on with the springtime
activities of the Society.

Among these is the sad necessity to write an
obituary for our long-time member, Gaye White.
As I mentioned last month, we need biographies of
members, so when we lose one, we can take note of
same in decent style. Who knew Gaye well enough
to write a last note? About all I knew of her was
that she was an expert micro-mounter. I most
sincerely hope that someone has enough
information to fill the gap. Please, people, write us
at least thumbnail sketches of your existence on this
planet, so we can say “Goodbye” properly when 
you leave us!
And that’s enough, both of the miseries and 

exhortation. I hope to do better soon. See you
later.

The May Auction is our annual
fundraiser. PLEASE see what items
you would be able to donate for the
auction. Contact Mary Bedrick 369-
1696 for more information. You may

bring good, saleable items to the
Museum—mark “for the auction.”

Newsletter deadline is April 8, 2008
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April Celebrations
Birthdays
2 -- Roy Ramsey
4–David Smith
11 - David Mills
12–Dean Plesner
14 - Gail Anderson
17–Michelle Lowey
21 - Gail Notestine
24–Dorothy Crawford

27 - Jamie Loewy
30–Frances Rasmusson

Anniversary
15–Bill & Kay Kennedy

About our Members:

Ted Robles has been sick with
his knee and now he has “walking 
pneumonia.”

Previous member, Frances
“Gaye” Whitepassed away on
Saturday, March 1, 2008. Gay and
her deceased husband, Jim White

were once quite active in our club. (Hopefully we’ll 
have more to write in April’s issue.)

Previous member, Mary Thornal, age 90,
passed away on March 3, 2008.

Shirley Baughman is doing much better with
her eye complications.

Fran Rasmusson has agreed to sew more vests
for our members when she returns next month.
Thank You!!! Fran.

Name Tags!
Do you need a nametag?

If so, let Linda Behr know and she
will inform our nametag maker,

Linda Smith.
When wearing a nametag to a
meeting, you will receive two

tickets for a door prize.
It let’s the newer members know who we are

when we wear a nametag.
Also, each member needs to have a membership

card to attend SFMS field trips. See the
membership chairmen at a meeting to ask for yours.

The Gem & Mineral Society Of Franklin, NC
Is Having a Field Trip,
Saturday, March 22, 2008

The club will meet at the
museum 8 a.m. and proceed
together to Elf School Rd (Old
Behr Mine) at Lake Chatuge in
Clay County. We will be
collecting ruby, sapphire, apatite
crystals in matrix and quartz. Bring shovel, trowel,
screen, bucket, boots, bag lunch and water.
Directions: 64 West towards Hayesville. Turn left
onto Hwy 175 then right onto Elf School Road (SR
1153). Site is 1/3 mile from Hwy 175.

Tom & Linda Sterrett
Rose Creek Mine
Franklin, NC 28734
www.rosecreekmine.com
Warning! Mining can be addictive!

(You must be a paid member to attend this or any
SFMS -- DMC field trip.)

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of February 25, 2008

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Franklin gem and Mineral Society was called to
order by Vice President Mary Bedrick at 6:30 p.m.
on February 25th, 2008, in the Museum Meeting
Room. Present were Bruce Siegfried, Ray Behr,
Sharon John, Fred Plesner, Linda Behr, John Hayes
and Tom Sterrett. Absent were Linda Smith and
Ted Robles.
Treasurer’s ReportBruce Siegfried reported total
outflows were $881.60 with inflows of $149.00.
Museum Ray Behr with the help of Tom Sterrett are
getting the front of the building finished. There are
double roll tissue dispensers installed in the
bathrooms upstairs and the museum received a
donation of a paper shredder, which I am sure is
greatly appreciated.

David Smith helped with a display case light.
Also replaced the old chair in the office for a much
more comfortable one.
Secretary I sent a Thank You letter to Petr Oberdink
for the rocks and minerals he sent last month.
Gemboree Fred Plesner reported that he will need to
eliminate some of the old tables to make room in
the trailer for the new ones. He has 6’ and 8’ ones 
that members might want. Go to page 3
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Board Minutes cont’d

Membership Linda Behr has prepared membership
cards for all the members so make sure you get
yours.
Field Trips Tom Sterrett is working on a field
trip to Lake Chatuge on March 22nd. (Refer to
page 2 for details).

Mary Bedrick is accepting donations for our
spring auction. We need lots of items to make
our auction a success this year.

On Friday, April 11th we need hosts at the
Museum as there will be 42 students that are in the
4th grade coming from Murphy, NC from 12:00-
1:30 p.m.

New Business:

We need to re-route the water flow from where
the kids pick through the rocks and minerals.

Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of February 28, 2008

The February 28, 2008 General Meeting was
called to order at 6:30 p.m. by acting president,
Linda Behr.

There were no changes or corrections to the
minutes printed in the January issue of The
Mountain Gem.

We had 23 members and 4 guests present.
Treasurer’s Report January’s inflow was $149.61 
with the outflow of $881.60.
Education Debra Siegfried reported that on April
11th there will be 42 students coming to the museum
from 1:30-2:30 pm and we will need at least 8 hosts
to help out. On April 16th, help is need at Macon
Middle School for their Heritage Day. If you can
demonstrate like cabbing, etc. or in general just be
there for the kids, it will be much appreciated.
Gift Shop Debra redecorated the glass case in the
gift shop.
Curator Mary Bedrick is putting out many new
specimens for out guests to see.

Dean Plesner needs help in the Library typing
out titles and authors of the books. Is there anybody
out there that can help her?

Linda Behr in Publications also needs some one
to write a program report each month. She has extra
newsletters and exchange newsletters if you are
interested.

Fred Plesner received a wonderful thank you
letter from the parents of the children that we
donated rock related items in December through
Belinda McGuire.

Fred has several tables he would like to get rid
of before the new tables come in. If there are any
members out there that can use a table please call
Fred.

Mary Bedrick is in the process of cleaning the
museum and can use a lot of help to get it ready for
our opening. Please contact her if you can help.

Remember Friday, March 7th is our Craft night!
Tom Sterrett is working on a field trip to Lake

Chatuge on March 22nd. Make sure you contact him
if you are interested in going.

New Business
We have a new refreshment chairman—

Debbie Siegfried—she will need help every month
with the food and drinks and the setting up and
taking down of everything at the end of the
meeting. Just remember that one person cannot do
this all the time and your help is
needed.

Mary Bedrick is accepting
small household items and
any rocks, minerals and
jewelry that you would like to
donate to our auction.

Check out the February issue of the Mountain
Gem—there are classes scheduled that might
interest you.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Door prizes were won by: David Notestine, Joe

Foreman, David Watters and Molly Miller.
A hardy thanks goes to Tom Sterrett for the star

garnets that everyone received and the door prizes.
This was our 36th Anniversary. Linda Behr

brought a wonderfully decorated cake, which we all
enjoyed. Debra Siegfried and Tammi Robinson
provided the rest of the refreshment plus doing a
great job in the set-up. (Refer to pictures.)

Tom Sterrett talked on the first field trip taken
by the club and John Hayes talked about the 2-¼
pound ruby that is in the museum. Molly Miller
spoke about Charles Ramer and the Gemborees.

Respectfully submitted
Sharon John, secretary

Craft Night is April 4, Friday at 7 p.m.
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Mineral of the Month: Halite
by Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Sodium Chloride, NaCl (Rock Salt) (Halides)
Hardness, 2.0
Color, clear, white, pink, blue, purple, yellow, gray
Luster. Vitreous
Specific Gravity, 2.15±0.05
Crystal System, isometric, perfect cubes,
occasionally “Hopper” shaped
Associations: several other “Evaporates,” such as 
other halides
(Sylvite) Borates, and sulfates.
“Feel” - granular
Cleavage perfect, fracture conchoidal
Inclusions; occasional oxides or hydroxides
Occasionally fluorescent, depending on inclusions
Streak; white

Notable occurrences near Great Salt Lake, Utah,
Searles Lake, California, Mulhouse, France. There
are several “Fossil” deposits worldwide, occasioned 
by evaporation of ancient seas; notably the cities of
Detroit and Cleveland sit atop of deep salt deposits,
which are frequently mined to spread on icy roads
during winter to aid in melting the ice. An
interesting story concerning the Searles Lake
deposit is that Ferric Oxide inclusions used to result
in brick red cubes; Rockhounds of the time were
frequently careless in caring for the collecting
grounds, leaving gates open, and contributing to
loss of livestock. This behavior resulted in
annoyance on the part of the property owner, who
turned water in to the collecting grounds, thus
destroying the specimens. Several decades later,
the owner having died, his heirs allowed the water
to evaporate, and Searles Lake is once again “Dry.” 
Now, the Halite specimens to be found are a

beautifully delicate pink–and it is to be hoped that
collectors pay more attention to the Rockhound’s 
code of ethics.

Sources: Prinz et al, eds Simon and Schuster's
Guide to Rocks and Minerals, New York, 1978
http://www.galleries.com/minerals/halides/halite/ha
lite.htm
Personal conversation with knowledgeable
rockhound

2008 Rockhound of the Year

What is a Rockhound of the Year?

Rockhound of the Year is an honor given to club
members by their peers in recognition of their
contributions and/or sacrifices involved with our
hobby.

What is the time frame on the nomination deadline?

Nominations must be received by the Coordinator
no later than June 30, 2008. Each year, every SFMS
club is allowed one Rockhound of the Year
nomination, to which a certificate will be awarded.
From all the nominations, a Federation Committee
will determine which nominee is most deserving of
the SFMS Rockhound of the Year award. A plaque
will be given for this SFMS award.

This committee will be assembled at the next
SFMS quarterly meeting in Nashville this March.
Committee names will be listed in the SFMS
newsletter (Lodestar) following this meeting.

Is there a limit on the number of nominations allowed
each year from each club?

Yes, each club is allowed to submit only one
Rockhound of the Year nomination every year.

Based on the previous question, would it be wise to
suggest a consensus among club members prior to
submission to the Federation?

Yes, this is something clubs should decide on as a
body--either a committee or the entire membership.
They may want to make it a local competition with
service points earned or something similar.

How will the club know that a nomination has been
received for the current year?

Each club will be notified by the Coordinator once
its nominations have been received.

When will be SFMS award be given?

At the annual fall SFMS meeting. Details will be
printed in Lodestar.

We look forward to and encourage all clubs to
participate this year. These recognitions are an
excellent way for your club to recognize those who
have done so much for the good of our beloved hobby.
Thanks,
Herb Whittington
SFMS Rockhound of the Year Coordinator
alarocks@graceba.net

Gem & Mineral Society
Members: Please submit your
nominations to the Board.


