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THE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY OF FRANKLIN, NC, INC,

25 Phillips St.

Franklin, NC 28734

JOIN USFOR A
FUN-FILLED
EVENING WITH
OUR AUCTION
2004 MEETING SCHEDULE

MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 22 (6:00 p.m.) 29 (6:30pm) July 6 (6:00 pm.) *15 (6:30pm)
February 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm) August 17 (6:00 pm.) 26 (6:30pm)
March 16 (6:00 pm.) 25 (6:30pm) September 21 (6:00pam.) BANQUET (7)
April 27 (6:00 pm.) 29 (6:30pm) October 19 (6:00 p.m.) 28 (6:30pm)
May 18 (6:00 p.m.) 27 (6:30pn) November 9 (6:00 pm.) 18 (6:30pm)
June 15 (6:00 pm.) 24 (6:30pm) December  ? (6:00 p.m.)  (Christmas party {?)
Board Meetings: at the museum
General Meetings: at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 5.
*changed due to Gemboree

2004 JULY GEMBOREE

JULY 21—24 10 AM.-6 PM.  JULY 25 NOON-5 P.M.

2004 OCTOBER LEAF LOOKERS GEMBOREE

OCTOBER 14—16 10 AM.-6 P.M.

OCTOBER 17 NOON-5 P.M.
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THE GEM AND MINERAL
SOCIETY WILL MEET ON
THURSDBAY, MAY 297 1N
THE MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY BLDG ON
HWY 4318. AT 6:33 P.M.

THiS MONTH'S PROGRAM
WiLEL BE GUR AUCTION
AN ALSO THE SILERT
AUCTIONS,

BRUCE ANER BEDBRA
SEEGPFRIED WiILL LEAD
Us 1IN THIS PUN PFILLERD
EVENING.

SO BRING YOUR
CHECEDOORS TG
PURCHASE THOSE iTEMS
THAT YOU “JdUST CANT
IAVE WiITHOUT!

WE NEED YOUR HELP
WITH REFRESHMENTS,
PLEASE CHECK  THE
BULLETIN  BOARD  IN
THE MUSEUM AND SIGN
UR TO BRING
SOMETHING.
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ALEXANDRITE — A SCHIZOPHRENIC GEM
By Ted Robles,
The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC Inc.
Jor The Mountain Gem

So you were born in June. You have the
honor to be represented by one of the curiosities of
the Mineral kingdom. Alexandrite, properly a
variety of Chrysoberyl, may rightly be considered

as an oddity, because it is pleochroic; that is to say,
if you look at it in the daylight, it 1s emerald green,
but red by artificial light. The colors are caused by
the presence of minute amounts of Chromium in
the crystal, which may be thought of as a mixture
of Oxides, Glucina (Beryllium Oxide) and
Alumina (Corundum; Aluminum Oxide). Tt is,
however, wusually referred to as Beryllium
Aluminate, which is to say “The Beryllium salt of
Aluminic Acid,” which is an oddity in and of
itself. It occurs in the orthorhombic system,
usually in crystals, mainly twinned. It is heavy,
Sp. Gr. 3.67 £ 17, and is midway in hardness
between Topaz and Corundum.  Like other
Beryllium gems, it is brittle. First found in Russia,
it was named for Tsar Alexander 1. It is frequently
imitated, by a wvariety of synthetic Corundum
known as “Alexandrium,” which has the same
pleochroic  characteristic, but contains no
Beryllium, and has the added advantage of not
being brittle. Since it was discovered in fairly

recent times, Alexandrite has no large amount of
legendary lore attached to it; but legend is really
not necessary; it is a good-looking stone and,
because of its rarity, quite valuable. Once cut and
polished it is, because of its hardness, quite durable
if not hammered upon. It will wear well, so wear
it in good health!

BIRTHDAYS

2 — Winnie Ketchum

6 — Kay Kennedy

9 — Mat Tari

13 — Bill Bahruth

13 — Sandra Moccia

14 — Lara Jackson

14 — Amy Ramer

18 —Vivian Donikowski
21 — Jenna Smith

23 — Marrtha D1 Angelo
25 — Chuck Roof

25 — Gaye White

ANNIVERSARIES

10 — Arlon & Sonja Eldridge
24 — Lee & Shirley Burley
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

Fred Plesner did a fantastic job of overseeing the
May Gemboree. I wonder how many miles he
walks during a day at the Gemboree. Jack Jungles
1s his assistant and was there for their 6 am
arrival. Now those of you who know Jack, know
that this was a BIG sacrifice. John Hayes assisted
during the closing as Jack was out of town. Even
though we do not actively work the Show, we need
to supervise the set up and takedown.

We sold a good many tickets on our ring raffle and
introduced people to wire-wrapping, and how to
facet a stone. Thanks to all the hosts and
demonstrators!

Several past members stopped by our booth and
visited with us. One of them was Sylvia Edwards.
It was great seeing her again.

We've been quite busy with the school children
and May is scheduled with several other classes
visiting our museum. Debra Siegfried does a great
job of steering the students in an orderly fashion so
each child gets to see every room.

Have vou noticed our new cigarette butt container?
Our thanks go to Nancy Stalcup for obtaining
it...free!

It was great seeing the Baughmans on our May 1
opening day. Shirley will be in our thoughts and
prayers for her knee surgeries.

This information is a little early but please mark
yvou calendars for the July meeting to be held on
the 15™ and not the last Thursday of the month.
We changed this date so we could prepare for the
July Gemboree. We will need lots of hosts for the
Show and for the Dealers’ Dinner!

Humorous Guidelines for Enlightenment
(by Swami Beyondananda)

I know great earth changes have been predicted for
the future, so if youre looking to avoid
earthquakes, my advice is simple. When you find a
fault, just don't dwell on it.

Are You:
A Reason A Season, Or A Lifetime?

People come into your life for a reason, a season or
a lifetime. When vou figure out which one it is,
you will know what to do for each person.

When someone is in vour life for a REASON. Tt is
usually to meet a need you have expressed. They
have come to assist you through a difficulty, to
provide you with guidance and support, to aid you
physically, emotionally, or spiritually. They may
seem like a godsend, and they are! They are there
for the reason you need them to be. Then, without
any wrongdoing on vyour part, or at an
nconvenient time, this person will say or do
something to bring the relationship to an end.
Sometimes they die. Sometimes they walk away.
Sometimes they act up and force you to take a
stand. What we must realize is that our need has
been met, our desire fulfilled, their work is done.
The prayer you sent up has been answered. And
now it is time to move on.

Then people come into your life for a SEASOIN.
Because vour turn has come to share, grow, or
learn. They bring you an experience of peace, or
make vou laugh. They may teach you something
you have never done. They usually give you an
unbelievable amount of joy. Believe it! It 1s real!
But, only for a season.

LIFETIME relationships  teach vyou lifetime
lessons: things you must build upon in order to
have a solid emotional foundation. Your job is to
accept the lesson, love the person, and put what
yvou have learned to use in all other relationships
and areas of vyour life. Tt is said that love is blind
but friendship is clairvoyant.

Work like you don't need the money.
Love like you've never been hurt.
And dance like no one is watching.

Via Internet




THE MOUNTAIN GEM

MAY 2004

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING APRIL 27, 2004

The April meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called to
order by President Linda Behr, at 6:10 pm. on
April 27, 2004, in the museum Meeting Room.
Present were: Ray Behr, Claire Miller, Dean
Plesner, Barbara Wing, Jack Jungles and Fred
Plesner. Absent: Molly Miller, Ted Robles, Linda
Smith.

There being no changes or corrections to the
minutes, they were accepted as published in The
Mountain Gem.

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: Club deficit
(8$677.17);, Museum total deficit ($1,968.02). Total
deficit ($2644.71) that includes $.48 interest. Most
of expenses were for gift shop purchases and for
brochures. Detailed quarterly report and six-month
budget report on file.

We put in for a grant from the Tourist
Development Commission and we received a
check for $1200 to be applied for our brochures.

Ray received a letter from the SFMS insurance
coordinator. There was a problem with getting
mnsurance for shows and field trips. This has been
resolved. Cost for shows went from $30 to $175
per show. We have gone with our current
insurance company and have taken a $100 rider
that will cover both Gemboree shows, cost $100
rather than $350.

THE MOUNTAIN GEM Deadline is May 7th,
2004.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner
sent cards to: Catherine Neely for memorial
donation for Eleanor Davis, sympathy card to
Debra Siegfried on the death of her mother;
sympathy card to Robert Durrance on the death of
his father, thank-you to Ray Behr.

Linda reported that Robert Durrance, our librarian
has ordered a book at the Macon Public Library in
memory of Eleanor Davis.

Linda reported for Debra Siegfried, education
chairman that we received a thank you note from
the Rabun Gap Nacoochee freshman class for the
week they were here.

MUSEUM Jack Jungles: *Thank-you to helpers
for preparations for the May 1st Open House.

*New glass in display case. *Two new signs.
*New door chime. *Graves facet machine
repaired. *Slop sinks taken out. *New faucet in
downstairs bath. *Track lights.

*Auction is May 27™ at monthly meeting.

*Scheduled schools to visit museum on May 3™
May 5%, May 15™ May 17™

*For Mother's Day Gemboree we will have a booth
area (May 6, 7 and 8, 10.amto 6 p.m.). Shifts: 4
hour shifts; will need 12 people.

OLD BUSINESS
Ray Behr stated that our web page as of yesterday
had had 225 hits.

Linda Behr: Tim Rhodes has resigned as Assistant
Treasurer.

Fred Plesner: Submitted press release to the paper
but has not seen it vet regarding seasonal opening
of May 1

Fred attended luncheon for Macon Program for
Progress and received certificate of appreciation,
which was for our involvement in the
Burningtown-Head Start Christmas parties run for
many vears by Eleanor Davis. Dorothy Crawford
was given special recognition for initiating the
Program for Progress Board.

NEW BUSINESS

On Saturday June 12th during Taste of Scotland
Day, members will be permitted to set up in our
parking lot, their own tables, to demonstrate and
sell their lapidary-related items This is provided
that we have enough museum hosts.

There being no further business,

adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

meeting

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary

Our Membership Chairman, Mary Bedrick is
working on compiling an addendum of new
current

members and  updating members’
information. You will be
able to add this to the
previous 2004-membership

list.







