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Bulletin Awards
1976, 77, 78, 79, 92, 94,
1995
1996-99 (1st)
2003 2nd New Editor
2004 (2nd), 2005 (2nd)
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Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1 - October 31

Monday Thru Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 1–April 30:

Only Saturdays: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours

And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President David Notestine 369-5941
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 342-1562
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

2006-2007
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire/Michelle Loewy
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Sharon John 369-0161
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562
Email for the Society is: franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm.

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
NC, 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the 
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The
Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles (proof reader and assembler), Elizabeth
Siegfried (proof reader, runs off pages and helps with assembling). Articles written by members of our
club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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May Meeting
Auction Night:

Date May 29
Day Thursday
Time 6:30 p.m.
Where Macon County

Community Facilities
Bldg.

Program Fun and More Fun
(Items for Auction must be
brought to Museum before

Auction Night for Mary Bedrick
to catalog.)

June Celebrations
Birthdays
2–Winnie Ketcham
6–Kay Kennedy
9 - Matt Tari
13–Sandra Moccia
14–Amy Ramer
18–Vivian Donikowski
18–Doris Smith
21–Georgia-Marie

Goldstein
28 - Nate Anderson
28 - William Bell

Anniversaries
10 - Arlon & Sonja Eldridge
12–Joe & Judy Pinkous
24–Lee & Shirley Burley

Ted Robles, President
President’s Message –May

We had a good meeting in April, didn’t we? An
interesting program presented by one of our own
members –who also furnished the refreshments!
We DO have some talent in the organization, over

and above our Lapidary skills. One of the
interesting points Alex presented was the fact that
the very human “Addiction” to the burning of fossil 
fuels has very little to do, if anything, with the
phenomenon called “Global Warming.” In case
anyone still is sold on that egotistical myth (“If 
ANYTHING different happens, people CAUSED
it!”) a short Google search will disabuse him/her. 
Mars is warming, too –so is Triton; so are several
other satellites of old Sol, NONE of which have any
PEOPLE (or “Fossil Fuels”) on them. ("It's the 
SUN!") Also, if one looks at historical records, one
finds that temperatures increase and THEN Carbon
Dioxide increases! That is to say that increased
temperatures precede Carbon Dioxide increase,
rather than the reverse. But –where does the
increase in Carbon Oxides originate? People DO
burn petroleum and coal. Yes. But Mother Earth
has a word of her own; people interested in Earth
Sciences intuitively know the answer;
VOLCANOES! Only three, Krakatau, Katmai, and
Pinatubo, when considered together, produced
MORE of the gas than the entire human output
since humankind has been on the planet! And a
dozen or so volcanoes are active all the time. Our
main contribution to the increase has been
deforestation, which alone accounts for a lot of
atmospheric carbon not being reuptaken - and
Carbon Dioxide is a very poor “Greenhouse Gas” 
anyway. Methane is a lot worse, and so is water
vapor. “It isn’t the heat, it’s the humidity!”

Our Museum is open for business. I reiterate a
time-worn theme. “We NEED hosts!” Those of the
members, who can give a day or so occasionally are
much appreciated,

The May Field trip has been cancelled - don’t 
blame Tom. The property owner has been called
out of town for that date. That’s TWO trips that 
will be rescheduled. Tom’s developing a backlog. 
Wish him better luck – he’s doing as well as he 
can.

‘Bye for now.

May field trip has been
cancelled!!!

Newsletter deadline is
June 10



THE MOUNTAIN GEM MAY 2008

- 2 -

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board of Directors Meeting of April 21, 2008

The April 2008 meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called
to order by President Ted Robles at 6:30 p.m. in the
Museum Meeting Room.

Present were: Ted Robles, Bruce Siegfried, Linda
Smith, Fred Plesner, Mary Bedrick, Ray Behr, Wally
Smith, John Hayes, Sharon John, Linda Behr, and
Tom Sterrett.

Treasurers Report: Bruce reported a total inflow
of $626.48 and a total outflow of $2,916.53. Of that
outflow, $2,007.32 was spent on new tables for the
Gemborees.

Curator: Mary Bedrick said that the States Room
has been cleaned and that there is a little more
cleaning to be done before the Museum opens for the
season.

She is stepping down from the Vice President
position. Is there any of our members who might be
interested in taking over?

Workshop: Linda Smith said that all classes over
the winter went very well. Wally Smith will now be
taking over for the summer.

Museum: Ray Behr said we have a new key
cabinet and it is located behind the meeting room
door. All keys to the museum are in there.

He said that pump kits for the machines are needed
and all the machines need to be checked out to make
sure they are in working order.

Linda Schlott from Main Street of Franklin has
suggested replacing the boxwoods out front with low
maintenance shrubs or flowers. There needs to be a
faucet out side to help water the flowers, etc. We also
need to put lattice around the Air Conditioner and
replace grass area with a flowerbed.

Publicity: Fred Plesner mailed brochures to two
Welcome Centers. He purchased stencil and paint for
the tables.

There are 20 dealers so far lined up for the May
Gemboree. We will have a table there for us to hand
out brochures and sell raffle tickets for the ruby ring.

Linda Behr suggested that we try to get letters out
to the United States Post Office to put birthstones on
stamps. This idea has been published in the newsletter.

New Business:
Wally Smith made a motion to host the quarterly

SFMS meeting in July. Linda Smith seconded the
motion—motion passed.

Ray Behr found a motel and conference room at
the Knights Inn in Dillard, Ga. for the SFMS meeting.

Field Trips: Tom Sterrett said that a Richard Bush
would like the members to come to his place for an
exploratory field trip on May 18th. The only thing he

asks is for the members to let him know what they
find on his land.

May 3rd is going to be our open house with snacks
for all.

June 14th is Taste of Scotland –maybe some of the
members would like to set up tables in the driveway to
sell some of their items.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John Secretary

News from Workshop
From Wally Smith, Workshop Manager

Use of equipment $2.50 per hour for the
use of:

 Saws
Cabochon machines
 Faceting machines
Dopping wax

Honor system…envelope on wall for your 
convenience.

Please leave equipment clean.
Tumblers–no fee–donate tumbled stones
Tumbler grit for sale, prices marked

No cost for instructions only for cost of
materials used:

Beading
 Seed beading
Wire wrapping
Gem trees
Hollow glass tube pendant
Bevel mounting
 Stained glass
 Polymer clay

One-on-one classes (complete one stone):
Cabochon
 Faceting

Cost on these will be $25.00 for course.

Remember the first Friday of each month
is our social/craft night. Do your own
thing, learn from one another and enjoy
fellowship. This is your night! Come and
have fun!
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More Important Information
From Wally, Our Workshop

Manager

We have two trim saws at the
workshop. One is with a fine blade
to be used for soft materials only,
such as opal, most synthetics, etc.

The other trim saw now has a new blade and
should cut well. As always let the blade do the
cutting using only slight pressure.

We have two bent blades hanging on the wall as
a reminder of what not to do.

Our next class will be held on Wednesday, May
21st. David Notestine will teach “how to make a
prong ring." Basic wire wrap skills required. Call
David at 828-369-5941 to attend, class size is
limited and will fill up fast.

On Thursday, June 12th, Doris Smith will have a
class on "how to make a snake ring." Basic wire
wrap skills are required for this class. Call Doris at
369-7695.

There will be a cost for materials, or you can
bring your own.

Our Friday Craft/Social Night was a lot of fun,
just ask, L.B, M.S., L. Sm., D.S., W.S., S.J., G.D.,
M.K., J.K., F.P., D.P., B.S., besides David and Gail
Notestine stopped by and chatted awhile. When you
don't come you miss out on a great time.

See you next time. Wally Smith

Also, there is a sign-up sheet for each of
these classes. Space is limited.

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of April 24, 2008

The April 2008 General Meeting of the Gem and
Mineral Society was called to order by President
Ted Robles at 6:30 p.m.

There were no additions or changes to last
month’s minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.

There were 29 members present and 9 guests.
We had one new member: Eleanor Jankowski.
(WELCOME to the Gem and Mineral Society.)
Treasurer’s Report:Bruce reported a total inflow

of $626.48 and a total outflow of $2,916.53.
$2,007.32 was spent on new tables for the
Gemborees.

Curator: Mary Bedrick said that the States Room
has been cleaned and that there is still a little more
cleaning to be done before the Museum opens on
May 1st.

Museum: Ray Behr said we have a new key
cabinet and it is located behind the meeting room
door. All keys to the museum are in there. Pump
kits for the cabbing machines have been ordered
and all the machines need to be checked out to
make sure they are in working order.

Linda Schlott from Main Street suggests for the
boxwoods to be replaced with low maintenance
shrubs or flowers and replace grass with a
flowerbed. The Air Conditioner needs to have a
lattice around it. Ray says that we need a faucet
outside to help water the flowers.

Workshop: Wally Smith said that new classes
have been lined up and he needs the instructors to
contact him with the dates that they want to teach
their classes.

Museum: Ray introduced the AFMS President
Shirley Gleason and Past President Dee Holland at
our meeting.

Publications: Linda Behr reported that Fran
Rasmusson would be writing the monthly program
reports.

Publicity: Fred Plesner mailed out brochures to
Visitor Centers. He bought 31 new tables for the
Gemborees. He also bought stencils and paint for
the tables

Field Trips: There was a field trip coming up on
May 18th to a Richard Bush’s place, but 
unfortunately he has to be away on a trip.

(Cont’d to page 4)
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General Meeting (cont’d)
Business: Mary Bedrick is stepping down from

the Vice President position and David Notestine
was voted in as Vice President. Congratulations
David!

Vests for Club Members: Fran Rasmusson
would like to know if any of the members need a
new vest, if so please get with her. The cost will be
$10.00

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Alex Solimine gave a talk about “man’s 

beginnings.” He also brought the delicious Italian 
food that he made. Thank you so much Alex!

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, Secretary

Museum Opening Day for 2008
Our Gift Shop Manager provided gifts for

Opening Day, May 3. We put a number in each of
six boxes and the winner chose a box that had a
number in it. The number corresponded with a gift.

The door prize winners were: Mary Gabris,
Henry Stelline, Jr., Ralph Allen, John Merz,
Priscilla Nigrin and Ed Nigrin.

We had a wonderful array of refreshments for
our visitors. Our hosts were great as usual and we
kept very busy with the inflow of people.

Thank you, Sharon John for handling the door
prize gifts and winners.

Member News:
Frances Martinelli had to go to Texas to be

with her very ill sister.
Some club members are slow in returning…a 

65th anniversary cruise for Bob and Pat Wolfskiel
is keeping them away until June…what an excuse.
Also, Pat has had some health issues and is doing
much better. We look forward to seeing them again.

New Members:

Eleanor Jankowski
67 Claude Scott Rd.
Franklin, NC 28734
369-5941

Rex Larkin
57 Chestnut Hill Dr.
Franklin, NC 28734
349-0337

April Program Report
By Fran Rasmusson

Alex Solimine, club member, gave a
very interesting talk on “Paleolithic 
Research pertaining to the Origins of
Man—What Archaeology and the Bible
tells us about our past.”
“Through a study of Indian Artifacts and 

archaeological sites, it is clearly established that the
Indian (or man) in the Western Hemisphere, did not
originate from those sources that have long been
proposed and advocated. There is no known link in
our human lineage with any transition species
between any of the habilines. Homo sapiens stands
alone and is very distinct and unique. Our earliest
beginnings, based on excerpts from recent studies
and insights into where we came from-our true
ancestry, are based on Biblical Archaeology
Research. In the Book of Genesis, God made man
and called him Adam, which in Hebrew means
“human.” He is now the first to have a Soul-the
Spirit of God dwelled in him. Because of this
“Soul” he is now in the image and likeness of God, 
the first creature to be in the exact assemblage of
God Himself. Man was different from the other
creatures that roamed the planet because he had an
intellect and a consciousness. Man was guided by
the Living God. God set him apart from the other
creatures that roamed the earth by giving him
intelligence and the moral law. With this
background, man could cope with anything. The
moral law instilled in man came before the calendar
year 0. Poignantly, the first Adam lived in what is
now called Iraq. The Garden of Eden described in
the Book of Genesis lies between Tigris and
Euphrates River in that ancient country.”

Thank you, Alex, for confirming what we
believe as Christians! The Points (arrowheads) on
display, and other material handouts were very
interesting. Alex’s refreshments of Italian food 
were delicious and plentiful.

Everyone hears what you say.
Friends listen to what you say.
Best friends listen to what you
don’t say.

Unknown


