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** \/oting members on the Board Education

** \/oting members on the Board

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is. (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shal be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM isunder the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.

The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.

The museum is open May 1 through October 31.

Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

November through April: Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gemis $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles written by
members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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January General Meeting

Date: January 29, 2009
Day: Thursday

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where:.  Macon County

Community Center on
441South
Program: Video,
The Gem Hunter in Afghanistan
(Mining Lapis Lazuli)

February Celebrations

Birthdays

4 — Jack Jungles
17 - Rex Larkin
22 — Tom Sterrett
27 - Bill Manning

et

o
Anniversaries

6 —Wally & Doris Smith
19 — Hank & Vivian Donikowski
24 - Jerry & Marilyn Kolle

Life Members please inform
the editor either by email,
phone or mail if you would like
to continue receiving The
Mountain Gem.

| have only heard from afew
Life Members!

Those that were added in 2008
do not need to affirm their wishes of receiving the
newsl etter.

e
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David Notestine, President

Our club is very sad to say that our past President,
Ted Robles, died a couple of days after Christmas,
on December 27, 2008.

Ted’s memory will go on and his contributions, to
the club, will be remembered. He instigated many
positive changes during his time with the Franklin
Gem & Minera Society. Most of the good things
that have happened in our club during the past few
years were Ted’s ideas. He helped to modernize a
lot of our procedures.

| had a lot of respect for Ted; he reminded me
somewhat of my father, who died three years ago.
They had the same gentle spirits. They both had the
desire to impart their extensive knowledge unto
others. They both left a gigantic hole in our lives
when they departed. They both left the earth a better
place for having been here.

Ted cared about the club, and its members, and will
be missed by all who knew him.

There will be Memoria Books donated in his
memory. We have discussed donating one to the
Public Library and oneto our library.

Our End Of Year Party was a lot of fun and we
realy enjoyed seeing everyone. However, it was a
little sparsely attended. I don’t know if it was
because so many members went back to Florida or
that many of you didn’t have interest in coming to
the gathering. We missed seeing the people that
weren’t there; you missed a great time.

The changes in the Gift Shop seem to be going
well. Thank you to everyone that has made the
transition a little easier and to John Hayes and
Bruce Siegfried for simplifying the cash sheets.

With the start of a new year, we should renew our
dedication to our club...perhaps spend a few more
hours, each month, doing something to help the
club. We can aways use more volunteers. This is
the time of year where we start cleaning up the
museum, and doing all the maintenance work that
we don’t have time for during the busy time of the
year. All committee chairmen can use help, so
please contact them to do your part. Mary Bedrick
could use some help with cleaning and inventorying
the displays. Debra Siegfried could use help
inventorying the Gift Shop. Ray Behr could
DEFINITELY wuse some help with museum
mai ntenance.

(Cont’d to next page.)
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President’s Message cont’d

There are lots of jobs to be filled; we now need the
people to fill them. We dtill need an Education
Chairman and a few other positions need filling.
Please contact me if you are interested. None of them
take a lot of time and your help will be greatly
appreciated. Currently, there are too few people filling
too many spots. There is inequity in the time spent on
the club. People like Debra Siegfried and Ray Behr
spend a lot of time wearing many hats, while others
enjoy the benefits of membership and their dedication
and do nothing.

It is time to dedicate some time for YOUR club.
Ted Robles did and he would want you to, also.
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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board M eeting of December 8, 2008

President David Notestine called the December
2008 Board Meeting of the Gem and Minera Society
of Franklin to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Museum
Meeting room.

Present were: David Notestine, Gail Notestine,
Bruce Siegfried, Tom Sterrett, Fred Plesner, Wally
Smith, Gail Anderson, John Hayes, Jan Robles and
Sharon John. Absent were Elizabeth Siegfried,
Gloria Durfey, Ray Behr and Linda Behr.

David Notestine found a book in the library called
Non Profit Organization Management that would be a
good study book for Board members.

1.Treasurer: Bruce Siegfried had nothing to report
because computer was down. The meter to the
Museum was reread and a new bill was sent.

2.Workshop: Wally Smith said that the next
Craft/Social night would be on January 2™, 2009.

3.Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that he gave
more brochures to the Chamber of Commerce. The
tires on the trailer that is used for the Gemboree will
need to be replaced in the future.

4.Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried and Gail Anderson
priced bracelets and necklaces for sae in the Gift
Shop.

5.Grants. Gail Notestine reported that there would
be no grant applications until we are fully compliant
with al requirements. Blue Ridge Pathways will be
coming in to evaluate the Board.

6. Library: No report.

7. Curator: No report.

8. Field Trips: No report.

9.Membership and Publications: No report.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, Secretary

VNMiembexr News:

Thanks go to Andy Clark for
helping to insulate the pipes under
the museum.

Pat Wolfskeil is still suffering

from shingles.

Rex Larkin has been home with kidney stones.
Hopefully he’ll be attending our meetings soon.

We have two new members: Ernest A. Klatt, Jr.
and Bill Brodie.

Frances Martinelli’s arm is still in a cast.

Craft/Social Night will be February 6" at 6:30
p.m. at the Museum... weather permitting.

From Your Editor, Linda

| missed the End of the Y ear
Party because | was with Ray

Behr in  Nashville, Tenn.
attending the SFMS annua
meeting. Ray Behr is the “official” SFMS

Membership Secretary. He received several club
members’ awards which he will be presenting at our
January meeting.

| understand that those who attended the party had
a great time playing Rock Bingo. Our SFMS
representative, Mike Streeter and his wife, Chrissie
not only attended the party but brought three tables of
rocks to give to club members...see what we
absentees missed.
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A Specimen from Our Museum...Carrara Marble
By Sharon John

Carrara is a quaint little town located in the
province of Massa-Carrara, Italy and home to fewer
than 75,000 inhabitants. The town may have some of
the most famous mountains in history. After al, they
are the birthplace of Michelango’s David and
countless other statues created during the Renaissance
period. The Pantheon, Trajan’s Column, and many
monuments, places, and cathedrals throughout the
world all display the product of these unimaginably
beautiful mountains.

The marble quarries, some held for generations by
the same families, continue today to harvest some of
the finest marble in the world. Some of the quarries
allow you to browse through their gift shops fashioned
from rough tents or dilapidated field houses. Some
even offer tours hosted in English by local tour guides.

(Cont’d to page 3)




