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Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1 - October 31

Monday Thru Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 1–April 30:

Only Saturdays: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours

And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President David Notestine 369-5941
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 342-1562
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

Email for the Society is:
franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm

2006-2007
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire/Michelle Loewy
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the 
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Ted Robles and Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The
Mountain Gem.
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August Meeting
Date: August 28
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on 441South
Program: Guest Speaker -

Kim Cochran
              “How Rocks are Formed”

Ted Robles, President
President’s Message August 2008

Well, the Gemboree is now in the past. Fred
Plesner did his usual magnificent job of correlating
the myriad loose ends that have to be tied up to
make the show a reality, although my feeling about
it is that coordinating it is remarkably like trying to
herd cats. We need to think about what it takes. It
doesn’t just happen. At a recent Board Meeting,
Fred reminded us that he could use some executive
type help. I am asking that the membership begin to
think about someone to help him in this capacity.

As everyone is possibly quite well aware, my
contribution to the success of the Gemboree is some
time spent as a demonstrator. Frankly, this used to
be much more pleasant than it is now. This year,
demonstrating felt rather like trying to do a good
job in a broom closet. The locale we are relegated
to is what used to be office space, and once was
quite adequate for much more than we were able to
do this year; over time, as it becomes more and
more a storage place for various impedimenta, there
is less and less room available for demonstrators,
and vastly less room for any interested members of
the Public to watch us at work. I really hope that
something can be done about that; the current venue
is not conducive to impressive endeavors.

As all of you are no doubt aware, August is
election month. Our Nominating Committee has
come up with what I consider to be an impressive
slate of officers to conduct the Society’s business 
during the next year. In case any member believes
that someone else might be a better choice for any
of the positions, nominations from the floor will be
allowed; if there are any, a short time will be

allotted for campaigning, and election will
immediately follow.

As I say, the slate as submitted looks pretty good
to me, but by our Constitution there must be an
opportunity to nominate from the floor, so that no
accusations of “Clique-ism” may be made. There is
some new blood in the current slate, and as I say it
looks pretty good to me, possibly because I’m not
on it! (As “Immediate Past President” I’m on the 
Board next year anyway.) But please be sure to
attend the meeting so that your vote will be
counted.

September Celebrations
Birthdays

2–Rick Baughman
7 -- Eleanor Jankowski
9–Marie Tsacrios
16–James Granato
16 - Henry Stelline
18–Henry Donikowski
20–Edgar Wing
26–Frances Martinelli
30–Denis Bernard

Anniversaries
2–Bill & Carol Messina
Jack & Brenda Jungles

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of July 14, 2008

President Ted Robles called the July 2008 Board
of Directors meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the
Museum Meeting Room.

Present were Ted Robles, John Hayes, Tom
Sterrett, Fred Plesner, Mary Bedrick, Wally Smith,
Ray Behr, Linda Behr, Linda Smith, David
Notestine, Gail Notestine, Bruce Siegfried, and
Sharon John.
1. Treasurers Report: Bruce Siegfried reported

total inflows of $4,027.45, a total outflow
of $2,187.52 and an overall total of
$1,839.93

2. Secretary: Cards were sent out to Rose
Temkin and Belinda McGuire.

3. Curator: Mary Bedrick said she and Ray
Behr are replacing light fixtures wherever
necessary in the museum. She also said that
there are two tables and a book on rocks
and minerals missing. Does any one know
where they are?   (Cont’d to page 2)
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Board Meetingcont’d
4. Workshop: Wally Smith said that there

were 14 people who showed up for craft
night and all seemed to have a good time.
John Hayes will be having a class on the
16th at 6:30 p.m.

5. Museum: Ray Behr said that there is a list
in the Workshop of all the people who are
qualified to use the machines. There is a
piece of poplar wood ready to be installed
upstairs in front of the slammer.

6. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that he
mailed brochures to Mars Hills. The Folk
Festival will be next Saturday and any one
who is interested can set up a table to sell
their crafts. There was a club from
Arkansas who visited the museum. Set up
for the Gemboree will be at 7 a.m. on
Wednesday morning.

7. Field Trips: Tom Sterrett reported that he is
working on a field trip

Business:
Nominating Committee, Fred Plesner, Mary
Bedrick, and Della Samuel presented the
following 2009 slate of officers:

President David Notestine
Vice President Tom Sterrett
Secretary Sharon John
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried
Asst. Treasurer Ray Behr
Director (two years) Gloria Durfey
Director (two years) Elizabeth

Siegfried
Returning Board Members are John Hayes

and Wally Smith. Board Members ending their
term of office as Director are: Linda Smith and
Tom Sterrett.

Ted Robles appointed Gail Notestine to be
the Chairman of the Grant and Funding
Administration Committee.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

Thank you, Debbie Siegfried for
all of your work in coordinating the

“ice cream” social!!!!

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of July 17, 2008

The July 2008 General Meeting of the Gem and
Mineral Society was called to order by President
Ted Robles at 6:30 p.m.
There was an addition to last month’s minutes as 

printed in the Mountain Gem.Sharon John’sname
was omitted as Secretary for “minutes.”

We had 36 members and 13 guests present.
1. Treasurers Report: Bruce Siegfried reported
total inflows of $4,027.45, a total outflow of
$2,187.52 and an overall total of $1,839.93
2. Secretary: Cards were sent to Rose Temkin
and Belinda McGuire.
3. Curator: Mary Bedrick and Ray Behr are
replacing light fixtures that are defective in the
museum. Mary said that there are two tables
missing and a book on rocks and minerals—is
there any one who knows where they are? (All are
now located.)
4. Workshop: Wally Smith reported that the
Craft Nights are going very well. Fourteen
members attended the July Craft/Social night. The
next one will be on August 1st.
5. Museum: Ray Behr said that there is a list in
the workshop of all the people who are qualified to
use the machines. He also said the Heritage Day
will be on Saturday and the Museum will be
opening at 9:30 a.m. We will need extra hosts for
that day. Any one interested in selling their crafts
can set up a table in the parking lot.
6. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that he sent
out about 1,000 brochures to welcome centers.
Hosts are needed for the Gemboree. Food for the
Dealers’ Dinner should be brought to park by 5:30 
p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Door prizes winners were: Jerry Kolle, Wally

Smith, Chester Willette, and Linda Smith.
I think that everybody enjoyed the ice cream

social again this year!
Respectfully submitted:

Sharon John, secretary

We need a committee to organize
the September Installation Banquet.

Please call Ted if you would
consider this opportunity to help

your club
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Buck Creek Field Trip For September 27, 2008
Backup Date September 28, 2008

(For more information, contact Tom and Linda Sterrett, 349-3774 or
lsterrett@rosecreekmine.com

Directions to Buck Creek Meet at Ingles Shopping Lot at 10 a.m.
1. From the Westgate Plaza, Franklin, NC, K-Mart and Ingles Shopping lot, take US 64 West

16.3 miles to Buck Creek Road. Turn right. Watch for the DMC signs.
2. Go 2.0 miles north on the Buck Creek Road. Park out of the road!!!
3. Walk about ¼ mile to the west along the path to the mine dump.
4. Carpool if possible.
5. The mine dump is on National Forest Land. Please conduct yourself accordingly!

WHAT TO BRING:
1. Food and water
2. One shovel for each three people
3. Bucket
4. Screen for washing; ¼ mesh screen works best
5. A wide mouth bottle for your finds. Some corundum pieces can be as big as golf balls. Please do

not use glass containers.
6. Knee boots, or old shoes; water is about 10 inches deep.
7. There are no restroom facilities here, only what Nature provides - thousands of acres of woods.
WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR
1. Rocks, roots and poison ivy
2. Snakes
3. Bees and hornets
4. Tourists, the non rockhound types
WHAT CAN BE FOUND
1. Corundum (sapphire/ruby), sillimanite, rutile, kyanite, mica, garnet, moonstone, soapstone, and

best of all new friends.
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Mineral of the Month–Olivine
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Chemically, Olivine is magnesium iron silicate.
It is a nesosilicate, which means that it is in the

simplest silicate family, with the silicate tetrahedra
isolated. Crystallographically, it is in the
Orthorhombic system, and occurs as stubby crystals
to granular masses or crusts. Mineralogically, it is
hard (6.5-7), and fragile, with conchoidal fracture,
poor cleavage in two directions. Specific gravity
3.75 ± 0.55, transparent to translucent, vitreous
luster, white streak.

Otherwise known as chrysolite, it is actually a
mineralogical series, whose end members are
fayalite (iron silicate) and forsterite, (magnesium
silicate). The colors from the pure minerals would
vary from colorless to deep green, the best known
being forsterite of less than 15% iron content,
possibly containing impurities of nickel and/or
chromium, and familiarly known as “Peridot.” This
variety is quite popular as a gemstone, and is the
traditional birthstone for August. Properly, since the
name is of French origin, the pronunciation would
be “Pair – ih – doe,” but common usage has 
converted it to “Pair –i–dot.” 

Associated minerals are plagioclase feldspars,
hornblende, chromite, diopside, spinel, and
serpentine. It occurs worldwide, notably in
Myanmar (Burma), South Africa, Russia, Norway,
Sweden, France, Germany, Pakistan, Brazil,
Mexico, Australia, Hawaii, New Mexico, North
Carolina, and notoriously on the San Carlos Apache
reservation, Arizona. Commercially, it is an
important ore of magnesium, and a source of
abrasives and refractories, and the lighter varieties
of forsterite are frequently faceted as gemstones;
smaller specimens are tumble-polished and drilled
as beads, mainly baroques. Peridot can be quite a
handsome gemstone, rivaling emerald in beauty,
and more economical.
Sources:
Schumann, Gemstones of the World, New York,
Sterling Publishing Co. 1977
Prinz et al.,Simon and Schuster’s Guide to Rocks and 
Minerals, New York, 1978
http://www.galleries.com/minerals/silicate/olivine/oliv
ine.htm

Workshop News
By Wally Smith

The July Craft/Social Night went very well with
15 members enjoying a night of socializing and
creating various items of jewelry.
John Hayes’ class on “Bullet Tie Tack” went 

off to a great start, with eight members present. A
second class was held on Monday, August 4th. The
first night was spent cleaning, drilling and soldering
the casing. The second night we buffed shell and
made a glass tip by melting a glass tube and cutting
it to size. A third class will be needed to finish the
project. Next we will fill the tube with gems and
seal with wax and glycerin. It will be a great “Show 
and Tell” at one of our meetings.

Joe Muncher will hold a September class on
bevel mounting. A sign-up sheet is posted on the
Museum bulletin board. A tentative date for the
class is September 11th.

Look to the future for a class possibly in October
on a Beaded Bottle, seeds beads by Margie
Sweeney. These are sold in our Gift Shop.

In the waiting room a
patient watches as a
hunched-over gentleman
enters and, with use of a
cane, slowly shuffles to the
doctor’s office. A few 
minutes later the gentleman comes out of the office
walking upright and makes even strides across the
room. The patient cannot believe how well the old
gentleman is walking and asks if the doctor gave
him some kind of miracle cure. “No,” the old fellow 
replies, “he gave me a longer cane.”

A cranky old man invested in a new
hearing aid that was almost invisible. A few
days later, he returned to the store to express
his delight with the device. “I’ll bet your 
family is glad you got the hearing aid,” the 
salesman said. “They don’t know I have it 
and am I having a ball,” the old fellow 
replied. “In the past week, I’ve changed my
will three times!”

Source: the LIGHTER SIDE N.C.
Farm Bureau 4-06


