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December meeting will be

Tuesday not Thursday.

Refer to page 1.
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**End of Year Party and Covered Dish

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities

Building HWY 441 S.

Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last
Thursday of each month!
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December Meeting:
End of Year Party
Date:  December 6™, Tuesday

Time: 6 p.m. NOT 6:30 p.m.
Location: The Party Zone
Address: 163 Holly Springs Park,
Drive (near Comfort Inn Motel)

PROGRAM: Fun, fun and more
fun and lots of food. Bring a
covered dish to share with others.
Ham and turkey are provided.

January Celebrations

Birthdays
1 — Maggie Vendrell

2 —Celia Fox

4 — Jack Jungles

5 — Dave Snyder

7 — Joan Klosinski {
13 — Penny-Lynn Goldstein
18 — Christopher Vendrell /
20 — John Crawford
21 — Mary Bedrick
23 — Claire Miller
24 — Judy Pinkous
27 — Violette Ruffley
31 — Barbara Wing
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Anniversaries
7 — Frank & Joan Klosinski
20 — Marty & Becky Martinez
26 — Art & Mary Anne Zoeckler
27 — Quinton & Mittie King
30 — Alfred & Maggie Vendrell

2006 dues are now due. If your name
is highlighted, this will be your last
issue. Please send dues to the
museum, with attention Mary
Bedrick, membership chairman.
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Birthstones of the Zodiac
Capricorn - December 22 — .January 20

By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Recently, there has been a groundswell of opinion
among Rockhounds that there “Should be” a series of
postage stamps dedicated to “Birthstones.” While
one might think that this is a laudable enterprise,
worthy of support, the question arises, “Just what
Birthstones do vou mean?” As we have demonstrated
during the past two years, there are not only
“Conventional” Birthstones, but there are equally
acceptable “Alternates” as well. The dedication of
particular stones does not stop there, however. There
are “Mystical” Birthstones, “Ayurvedic™ Birthstones,
and “Birthstones of the Zodiac,” which is the subject
we will tackie in the next twelve issues. Of all the
groups of Birthstones, this is the most confising
because only the Aryan has a single dedicated
“Zodiacal” Birthstone, which we will get to in the
appropriate place. All the rest of the signs of the
Zodiac have from four to six associated gems.
Naturally, space prohibits descriptions of ol of them,
but we will name them, and choose one from each
group to describe. We hope that this procedure will
not be too confusing.

The list of Birthstones for Capricorn includes
Ruby, Agate, Garnet, and Black Onyx. Of these, our
choice this time is “Black Onyx.”

Mineralogically, Onyx 1s Cryptocrystalline
Quartz, the color being caused by Hematite, (Iron
Oxide), Pyrolusite, (Manganese Oxide) or both. 1t 1s
hard (7.0), and reasonably light (Sp. Gr. 2.5) Luster
waxy to vitreous, smooth conchoidal fracture, no
cleavage. Microscopically, it 1s in the Hexagonal
system, since it is largely composed of Silicon
Dioxide.

Gemmy varieties are often used in carving, the
famous “Trojan Warrior’'s Head” being ubiquitous.
The name “Onyx” comes from the Greek “Onych,”
which means “Fingernail.” The belief was that
Aphrodite’s’ fingernails were clipped in her sleep by
Eros, and the clippings scattered, giving rise to all
sorts of chalcedony. If worn as a pendant, it was
believed to cool amorous tendencies; it was also
believed to be capable of causing discord or
disagreement between friends or lovers, and
frequently to cause bad dreams. These unfortunate
characteristics could be neutralized by combining the
gem with Carnelian in the same piece of jewelry.

(cont’d to page 2)



THE MOUNTAIN GEM

Birthstones of the Zodiac (cont’d)

It can be quite handsome, and if a “Black Jewel”
1s desired, it 1s considerably lighter than Hematite, and
much less expensive than black Sapphire, neither of
which are Capricorn’s birthstones, anyway. If one
desires to wear a stone symbolic of the sign, Black
Onyx is an excellent choice, since it is well-nigh
indestructible.

Of the choices offered, it is certainly worthy of
consideration.

Ted Robles
Sources:

Prinz et als: Simon and Schuster’s Guide to Rocks and
Minerals, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1977

Verrill, A. H.: Minerals, Metals and Gems; Grossett &
Dunlap, New York, 1939

Kuntz, G. F.: The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Dover,
New York, 1941
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Report On November’s Rock Swap And Trade
By Linda Behr, editor

From the looks of the club members, everyone
had a great time at the November meeting. Some were
able to sell to other members that needed that
“wonderful” rock. T ended up buying several small
cabochons and a bead container. Some members were
buying slabs of rock for future classes in the hope of
learning different lapidary crafts such as cabochon.
We agreed that we would like to do this again when
the “summer” members return.

MISSING???
A Board Member’s biography

for this newsletter!!!!
Contact Linda Behr for help!!!
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Fred Plesner, President

When I agreed to take the position of society
president I made the statement that I would be glad
when October and the Gemboree where gone. The
idea was that things would slow down a bit and I
could settle into a less intense and somewhat slower
winter period. That has not happened.

DECEMBER 2005

The museum has vet to be winterized. We have
however ordered five new oil heaters that are to be
placed in the museum to take the chill off for those
who are coming and going as well as to protect our
specimens. There are plans to be made to air condition
the building for summer and to upgrade the wiring.
There will certainly be a winter’s worth of work
involved in this project.

As this is being written, classes are being
conducted at the museum in wire wrapping by Linda
Smith. The workshop room has seven boxes of rocks
sitting in the middle of the floor. These rocks were
donated by Macon County Historical Society and will
have to be gone over by our Curator, Education and
Gift Shop Managers. Hopefully some useful material
will be found in this conglomeration of rocks from the
Leatherman Gap area of the county.

Window Wonderland will be here in a couple
of weeks (December 2 and 9). If you have not
volunteered to host at the museum on these days
please reconsider so that those who are hosting can get
a chance to get out and enjoy the music, lights, and
fun. Even if vou don't want to host, come on
downtown and enjoy some old fashioned fun as it
used to be.

We cannot forget the End of Year Party. This
will be our December Meeting. Be there at 6:00
p.-m. on the 6th of December at The Party Zone on
the hill above Wall-Mart. We have ordered a turkey
and a spiral cut ham. Just bring something to go with
it. Games and favors are planned and an evening of
fun.

Elizabeth Siegfried has come a long way 1n just a
few years. She has gone from a somewhat shy young
lady to a jewelry designer and gem show producer.
She now designs and sells her jewelry in Highlands
and over the Internet and just organized her first gem
show on November 5th at the Community Building.
Congratulations, Elizabeth.

Thanksgiving is upon us, so let us all do just that.
May you have at least as much as 1 plan on and we
will wish our enemies at least twice as much.

Fred Plesner
Newsletter N
deadline is
January 6™, ‘
|






