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Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

Located on Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION

Monday-Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

May 1 - October 31
Winter Months: Sat.: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Open Year Round For Tours
And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 369-8383
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 369-8383
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms

2006-2007
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire & Michelle Loewy
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Sharon John 369-0161
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 369-8383

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
NC, 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. The schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the 
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The
Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles (proof reader and assembler), Elizabeth
Siegfried (proof reader, runs off pages and helps with assembling. Articles written by members of our
club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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February Meeting:
Date: February 28
Day Thursday
Time 6:30 P.M.
Where: MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY FACILITIES BLDG.
36th Anniversary Celebration
John Hayes will give the history of
the Museum’s 2 ¼ pound ruby;
Tom Sterrett will talk about the first
field trip that our club made.

Ted Robles, President

I think apologies are in order, both to our
members and the guests for the shambles of the
January meeting. We are usually much better, and I
sincerely hope that no one will judge us by the fact
that the famous Murphy ruled that night. First, of
course, was the fact that a scheduling mix-up
deprived us of our regular meeting room, and as a
result we had no P.A. system, so we all had to talk
loudly in order to be heard. Then there was the fact
that my carefully prepared agenda had been left at
home, so I had to “Wing it,” resulting in several 
things not being in their customary order (although
I think I got nearly everything in.) Of course the
fact that I blew my knee out and was in
considerable pain throughout the evening was not
conducive to running a taut ship. Then it turned out
that our door prize chairman has been having health
problems and did not show up. I have been harping
on the idea that “Committees of ONE” are not the 
optimal way to run a Society. I think (hope) that
that particular problem has been solved. And then
to cap the climax, the equipment that was supposed
to be used to present our program (which was to
have been a video “Gemstones of America”) failed, 
so that the only thing that was in addition to the
regular business meeting was the drawing for the
annual reward for service, this time won by our
immediate past President, Fred Plesner, who
certainly deserves it if anyone does!
Congratulations, Fred! One bright spot of the

evening was John Hayes’display of a new kind of

doublet - definitely an innovation, and I shall ask
John to explain how he did it, so that the
membership may, if they so desire, duplicate the
rather handsome (and definitely unique) gems he
created. (A hint; new technology sometimes bears
unexpected fruit.) John also, in the absence of our
Secretary (and refreshment chairman) prepared the
refreshments –at least they came off without a
hitch! (I think –I took my knee home early!)
Again, apologies –I promise we’ll do better. At
least we can hardly do worse!

Remember –our February meeting is our
Anniversary Party; I hope you will all remember
to come help celebrate.

Now–we are initiating a new project. This has
been asked of our membership before, and some
members have obliged, but most of the membership
has not yet done so. We REALLY need short
biographies of the members! First, because we’d 
like to know everyone, but even more importantly,
so that when said member leaves the planet
permanently, we can prepare a proper obituary. It
is sad, but true, that in the last few years we have
lost a large number of our long-time members, and
have had to scurry ‘round to try to find someone 
who knew them well enough to honor them. It is
true that most of us do not like to “Toot our own 
horns,” but please –face it, people, no one knows
you better than you do! (A few years back, I met a
man –a native of Hayesville, no less, who had, in
his nearly 60-year lifetime, never been as far East as
Franklin, nor as far West as Murphy! Yet, in his
own way, he was quite an interesting individual. So
–do not think that your life is not worth the time of
others to get to know you.) We will publish bios,
and keep them on file for remembrance. Please
give this some serious thought. Don’t worry about 
lack of literary skill –we have a VERY talented
Editor!
And that’s enough for this time. Keep well,

everyone, and don’t let the weather get you down –
“sumer is I-cumen in!”

Newsletter deadline is
March 7, 2008



THE MOUNTAIN GEM February 2008

- 2 -

March
Birthdays

2–Shirley Burley
12 - Elyse Haber Freedman
14–John Speer
24 - Gary Gaetano
27–Gloria Durfey

Anniversaries
12–John & Dorothy Crawford
27–John & Nancy Speer

About our Members:

Sharon John has a torn meniscus
in her knee. Her surgery is
scheduled on the 19th in
Gainesville, Ga.
Ted Robles is experiencing knee
problems.
Joe Muncher has recently had heart surgery and is
doing much better.
Rhoda Haber is in New Zealand for a month.

AFMS CONVENTION
2008 June 27-29
Ventura, CA

AFMS Club Rockhounds
Of The Year

First, an introduction...
My name is Loretta Ogden

and I am your new Rockhound of the Year
chairperson. My husband Don Ogden and I have
belonged to North Orange County Gem & Mineral
Society for about 15 years now. We are both active
with the CFMS. He is the original Webmaster for
the Federation website <cfmsinc.org>. I have
served as Chairperson for Bulletin Aids and what
we call Education Through Sharing (the CFMS
equivalent of the AFMS ACROY Program).
I am a silversmith, lapidary and bead stringer, along
with collecting face rocks, pretty rocks, ugly rocks,
strange rocks and a variety of other rocks.

Feel free to send any samples along with your
regional nominations. I would appreciate that they
be sent to me E-mail at <donogden@aol.com> with
Loretta/AFMS in the subject.

I'm looking forward to hearing from you all.

Ted Robles has spoken about “Rockhound of 
the Year” in one of his president’s messages. The 
SFMS has a representative to whom we send our
recommendation. The recommendations come from
club members and go before the Board to discern
which member should be selected. If you want to
see a recommendation letter, you can go to any
AFMS newsletter or visit www.amfed.org and
retrieve a newsletter. Please consider submitting a
nomination to our Board.

Condensed from the AFMS President,
Shirley Leeson

The plan to get Mineral Heritage/Birthstone
Stamps has had a huge boost! For those of you who
have seen the February, 2008 Rock & Gem Magazine,
on page 104 & 105. Our own Bob Jones has a
wonderful article on our AFMS project.

Contact your Senators and Congressman and ask
for their help, especially those clubs in states who
have the beautiful gemstones we want to see on the
stamps. Here are the birthstones and those states
where many of them are found:
January Garnet: Maine, New York,

Pennsylvania, North Carolina,
Nevada, Idaho, Georgia, Montana,
California

February Amethyst: Arizona, Colorado,
Georgia, Nevada

March Aquamarine: Colorado,
California, Idaho

April Diamond: Arkansas, Colorado
May Emerald: North Carolina
June Pearl Tennessee, Arkansas,

Alabama, Louisiana
July Ruby: North Carolina, Montana
August Peridot: Arizona
September Sapphire: Montana,

North Carolina
October Opal: Nevada, Idaho
November Topaz: California, New

Hampshire, Colorado, Texas,
Utah

December Turquoise: Arizona, Colorado,
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah.

WRITE LETTERS YOURSELF. Individual letters
(a petition letter is only counted as one letter, no
matter how many signatures –also mention your
birthstone in your letter and that we are way behind
other countries who have already issued gemstone
stamps, but that ours would be spectacular!) send to:
Citizen’s Stamp Advisory Committee, Stamps
Development, U.S. Postal Service, 1735 N. Lynn
St. Room 5013, Arlington, VA 22209-6432.
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The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of January 28, 2008

The January 2008 Board Meeting was called to
order by President Ted Robles at 6:30 pm in the
Museum meeting room.
Present were: Ted Robles, Mary Bedrick, Fred
Plesner, Bruce Siegfried, Linda Behr, Ray Behr,
John Hayes, and Tom Sterrett. Absent were Linda
Smith and Sharon John
Treasurer’s Report:Bruce Siegfried reported Total
Inflows of $3,435.74, Total Outflows of $1,800.89.
and an Overall Total of $1,634.85.
Curator: Mary Bedrick had nothing to report as of
this time.
Museum Report: Ray Behr is still working to get
heating unit repaired.
Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried trying to get some new
purchases.
Education: On April 16th we will need
demonstrators to go to the Macon Middle School
for their Heritage Day.
Publications: Linda Behr reported newsletter’s 
deadline is February 7th.
Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that the Earth
Science Dept at the High school removed the large
display case.
Gemboree: Fred Plesner reported that he would be
spending $2000.00 for new replacement tables.
Field Trips: Tom Sterrett suggested that a form be
sent around to see where the members would like to
go on a field trip.

The Phone Tree is complete and has been given
to the Board Members.

February 1st is Craft Night. Come on out and
have some fun and learn some new skills.

Business:
Winnie Ketcham is ill. If you want to send a card
her address is:

Winifred Ketcham
30887 Webb Loop,
Stover, MO 65078

A recommendation letter for a SFMS scholarship
will be submitted for Elizabeth Siegfried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, Secretary

(Thank you, Sharon for preparing both minutes
from the tape player!!!!)

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of January 31, 2008

The January 2008 General Meeting was called to
order by President Ted Robles at 6:30 p.m.
There were28 members present and 5 guests.
Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried reported total
inflows of $3,435.75, total outflows of $1,800.89
and an over all total of $1,634.85
Education: April 11th will be Heritage Day in
Cherokee and April 16th will be Heritage Day at the
Macon Middle School. Please come help both
days if you are able and demonstrate your skills
for the children. Call Debbie Siegfried at 349-
3877 to volunteer.
Curator: Mary Bedrick had nothing to report.
Museum Report: Ray Behr reported that the heat is
finally fixed. The museum has been getting between
6-12 visitors on Saturdays. We need hosts for
February 19.
Workshop: Linda Smith reported that Feb 1st is
Craft night. Come on out and have some fun. If you
are going to use the machines, make sure that you
are checked out to use them.
Library: Dean Plesner had nothing to report
Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that a gem and
mineral club in Arkansas may be making a field trip
to Franklin. Also one of the members sent a box of
mineral specimens to our club and is interested in
exchanging minerals and such with some of our
members.
Gemboree: Fred Plesner reported that the dates of
the Gemboree have been fixed. They will be
Thursday through Sunday, which is July 24-27th.

Linda Behr needs someone to write monthly
program reviews for the newsletter.

Next month is the 36th Anniversary of our
club.

Fred Plesner is the winner for the William
Holland scholarship. The alternate winner is
Fred Rasmusson and John Hayes is the third.

We accepted new members Margie Sweeney
and Chester Willette.
(Please read President’s Message as to what 

happened for the Program and the rest of the
evening.------Editor)
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
Refreshments were served thanks to John Hayes,
Marie Tsacrios, and the Loewy family.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary
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SFMS Education Chair Report
The new year is upon us, and it’s 

time to make changes and resolutions. I
hope one of your resolutions is to send in

your application for a SFMS workshop class in 2008.
We are offering some new classes along with the old
favorites, and some new instructors as well. Kathy
Morris, Workshop Director, is working on updating
the web site that will list 2008 classes, instructor
biographies, and instructor contact information. The
site is www.kathylmorris.com. The updated
information should be available soon. Any changes or
additions to the schedule will also be listed there as
well as in the Lodestar, so please bookmark the site
and check it often.

Workshop applications will be accepted
beginning February 1st. Some of the classes are very
popular, so register early to save your spot.
If you are new to our hobby, or even if you’re an 

“old hand”, remember that classes such as Cabochons 
and Mineral and Gem ID/Appreciation are basic to the
craft. They provide a working knowledge that is
crucial to success in the lapidary arts. Our instructors
in these classes have a wealth of information and
experience to share. If you’ve never taken these 
classes, or if it’s been a long time, please consider 
signing up for them.

Those of you who attended the June 2007 session
at William Holland saw a demonstration of gourd
carving and decoration by Pat Davis. This is a craft
that is very popular these days, and the finished
products are truly amazing. Pat will be teaching a
class at William Holland in October 2008, passing
along some techniques she has learned over the past
several years. Among other things, students will be
using cabochons in their gourd designs.

A few words about students under age 18: Our
usual policy is that students must be at least 16 to take
a class. Lately, we have had some younger students
who have knocked the socks off some of our adults. If
you know a young person who is at least 13, is
committed to the hobby, and is interested in taking an
adult class, please contact the instructor to talk about
it. We need to get their talent on board at an early age.
They are the future geologists, archeologists, artists,
jewelers, and teachers who will carry the lapidary arts
into the new century.

As always, if you have any questions or
suggestions for classes you’d like to see offered at our 
workshops, please let me know.

Julia Larson, SFMS Education Chairman
Via: Lodestar January 2008

Be Safe–Be Well
Safety Committee–Don Monroe, Chairman

Help from Members
More and more I receive suggestions and

assistance with our safety articles. At the recent SFMS
annual meeting in Biloxi several people came up with
great subjects for future articles. I also read a large
number of bulletins from many sources and I want to
share one with you that was published in the
Rockhounds Tale from the Panama City Gem &
Mineral Society.

“Vegas On your Mind?” 
Would you guess one of our club

members would end up needing eight
stitches from a shard knocked of a
boulder with his own sledgehammer?
Odds are, it was bound to happen sooner

or later. What are the odds of another club member
being peppered with three tiny, sharp & dangerous
shards immediately ABOVE his eye (some bleeding,
needed pressure to stop it) just three weeks later at
another sledgehammer party at a different location?
Personal safety begins to invade your conscious mind
and makes you wonder, “Well, it’s possible, not 
necessarily probable”. Then guess the likely odds of 
the first injured club member having bought some shin
protectors, failing to wear them on dig #2 and ending
up with ANOTHER large cut from yet another sharp
flake – finally, you can decide the odds of this
happening again. If anyone gives you mere even odds
this will happen a third time to “scar leg,” JUMP on 
this bet without delay. I’ll be dragging my knuckles on 
the ground before I’ll ever put my eyes or legs at risk 
on a rock dig again. You can take that to the bank
while my wife says, “well it is about time.”

This safety issue is noteworthy only because we
now all know someone who has been seriously hurt
during a dig. Many times over the years had I not been
wearing glasses that were badly scratched at a dig by
flying chips and pebbles, the alternative might have
been an eye loss. It was only a matter of time. Safety
will one day become a paramount issue to our hobby
as it grows, leading to more digs and the inevitable
injuries; that is a sure bet!”
By Herb Whittington

At the recent SFMS meeting, I met Herb
Whittington and we discussed his story and I saw the
scars. They were real and it was scary.
As Paul Harvey would say “and that is the rest of 

the story.”

Tip on beading from Margie Sweeney, club member:
Place warm-not hot-iron on a beaded piece to get it
to lie flat. Place a cloth between iron and piece.


