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The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogica Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
NC, 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. The schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The
Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.

The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.

The museum is open May 1 through October 31.

Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

November through April: Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gemis $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles (proof reader and assembler), Elizabeth
Siegfried (proof reader, runs off pages and helps with assembling. Articles written by members of our
club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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January Meeting:

Date:  January 31
Day Thursday
Time 6:30P.M.

Wheree MACON COUNTY

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

BLDG. (smaller room)

Program: Gemstones of America
(video)

February Birthdays
4 — Jack Jungles
21— Don Smith

22 — Tom Sterrett

._

February Anniversaries

6 — Wally & Doris Smith
19— Hank & Vivian Donikowski
24 - Jerry & Marilyn Kolle

Y
IE'%.""\ »

[ |
Ted Robles, President

We did have a good time at the end of year
Party, didn’t we? Sharon John, as our new
refreshment Chairman, did a magnificent job
rounding up the victuallers, Mary Bedrick did her
usual excellent cookery on the turkey, and if it was
less than neatly cut up, blame it on me — and the
fact that it was amost too tender to be carved
artigtically. There is a lot of work involved in a
party, and smilarly it is no easy task to prepare for
the refreshments in our monthly meetings. There is
preliminary planning, the actual food purchase, a
certain amount of preparation, carrying the food and
drink to the meeting place, displaying it, a limited
amount of serving, clean-up, carrying the leftovers
away, and storing them in the museum’s
refrigerator in the case of items that can be used a
month hence, or otherwise disposed of. All this
takes manpower, and we cannot expect one person,
male or female, to do it all. So if Sharon asks you

to help, fed flattered to think that she is willing to
rely on you for the accomplishment of a necessary
task. That, of course, goes for al the myriad tasks
that need to be done to insure that an organization is
a successful one.

And so it comes down to this. An organization
Isonly asstrong asits committees. If acommittee
chairman asks you to help, it is because he or she
believes that you can do the job.

Similarly, and this is | mportant, there must be
persons ready, willing, and able to undertake the
leadership positions including committee chairmen
and the Presidency itself. I’ve said this before, and
I’ll repeat it for those who weren’t aware, there are,
at present, only two individuals in the Society who
arewilling to take the job!

This fact is dangerous for the continued viability
of the organization. Please — every one of you,
THINK what you might like to see done if you were
President, and remember that no one has a
monopoly on good ideas. I’'m always willing to
listen to ideas to improve the organization.

On that topic, the new Constitution and By-
Laws have now been massaged, proofread, and are
in process of fina printing. | do hope that every
member will read them. Since they are the
foundation of the Society, they are living
documents, having undergone extensive revision
several times during the life of the organization up
to now, and will probably see even more revisions
as they become necessary or useful. It behooves
every member to know what isin the document.

One more thing before | close. Every year,
every Society can name one of its members for
the title of “Rockhound of the Year.” While the
Board of Directors has to decide on the actua
submission to the AFMS, ANY member may make
the nomination. If you know of a member who has
made a signal contribution to the success of the
Society, please submit the name and the reason for
the submission to one of the Board members, or in
person at a Board meeting. The Board of Directors
is not omniscient, and it is possible, even probable,
that a member will be worthy of the honor and the
Board entirely unaware of it! If you know someone
who is worthy, do not be backward about coming
forward! We need severa nominations so that we
can choose. If we don’t get any, we may feel that
no one deserves the honor, and surely there is at
least ONE member who did something worthwhile
during the preceding year! Please think about it.
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TheGem & Mineral Society of Franklin
Board M eeting of December 10, 2007

The December 2007 Board Meeting was called to
order by President Ted Roblesin the Meeting Room
a 6:30 p.m. Present were: Linda Behr, Bruce
Siegfried, Fred Plesner, Linda Smith, Mary
Bedrick, Ray Behr, John Hayes, Tom Sterrett, and
Sharon John.
Treasurers Report: Bruce Siegfried reported that the
total inflows were $314.00, the total outflows were
$1,458.48. The net total was -$1,144.48. Getting the
Facetron® repaired cost $350.00
Museum Report: Ray Behr reported that the holiday
lights are up and that the missing brass plates are
being updated and will be re-mounted after the first
of the year.
Secretary: Sharon John—nothing to report
Field Trips: Tom Sterrett reported that there would
be field trips to other museums planned for after the
holidays.
Curator: Mary Bedrick had nothing to report.
Gift Shop: Purchased bracel ets and gem trees.
Library: Dean Plesner purchased a book for our
library on wire wrapping in the memory of Phil
Fruitstone
Editor: Linda Behr will get together 2007 articles
for competition in the SFMS and AFMS writers’
competition.
Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that East Franklin
Elementary no longer wants the rock/mineral case
and needs it to be removed. Macon Middle School
has alot of room and would like the display case.
Business:
The phonetreeis complete.
“Thinking of you” card will be sent to Loretta
Martin.
End of the Y ear Party: Start setting up at 1 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

Newsl| et t er
deadline iIs
February 7

Member News

Shirley Baughman is
experiencing serious eye
problems from her recent
eye surgery.

Francis Martinelli’s sister had a stroke in January.
Sharon John is having problems with her knees
which is keeping her off her feet.

Doris Smith didn’t make it back in the Fall because
of having tests on her heart. All isal right, now.
Dean Plesner is again visiting her mother in
Florida.

Ray and Linda Behr just returned from a
Caribbean cruise.

Dave and Linda Smith and their two “young
adults™ have also returned from a Caribbean cruise.
Gloria Durfey went to Florida for Franklinites’
winter three-day pinochle competition.

The Siegfrieds enjoyed a week visit from their
daughter (Elizabeth’s older sister) and family from
Washington.

Linda Smith had oral surgery. Ugh!

(A little more about our town and the Old
Jail by our resident historian, Fred
Plesner.)

Of All The Places To Pick A Fight!!
By Fred Plesner for The Mountain Gem

Franklin, North Carolinais a quiet place so most
of the Old Jails guests were there for mostly minor
offenses. This one though was asking for it.

On Tuesday, January 31, 1950 a trio, George
Guest, his estranged wife, and her father Byrd
Collins were exiting the sheriff’s office at the
County Court House. Justice of the Peace John M.
Moore had dismissed two cases in which Mr. Guest
had charged Mrs. Guest with theft. Mrs. Guest
made a sudden lunge for her husband and he
quickly entered the fray. Mr. Collins then joined in
to defend his daughter.

The uproar then spilled over into the courthouse
hall and then into the Register of Deeds’ office
before they were separated by Patrolman Vincent
Bryson and Police Chief C.D. Baird and others.
They were then escorted to the Old Jail, charged
with simple affray and allowed to cool off for a
while.

The fight cost them a few bruises, a little blood,
and in Mrs. Guest's case, a pair of black eyes.
Eventually it also included court costs and fine of
$7.20 apiece.
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A New Project
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

| suspect that, having been subjected to the
various and sundry types of “Birthstones” for
several years, the membership knows al it really
wants to know about the subject, and, quite frankly,
| think | have gone on and on about birthstones of
various categories quite long enough. So | have an
idea. 1think I’'ll write a column about “The Mineral
of the Month,” picking out minerals (or maybe even
rocks) for no other reason than that something about
them is interesting or even fascinating. It might be
their behavior, as in the case of Zeadlites, or their
composition, like Tourmaline — or maybe | just find
the name fascinating, as in the cases of
Arfvedsonite and Skutterudite. Before | do that,
though, | shall offer a first course in Minera
Identification, so that we’re all on the same page to
start out with. (And, if anyone has a particular
mineral he/she’d like to see discussed, just let me
know.) I'm not either a Mineralogist or a
Geologist, athough | do have a nodding
acquaintance with both disciplines, so I’ll try not to
be too technical. | hope you will enjoy reading the
pieces as much as | will enjoy writing them.

Don’t Lift That Way!!!!

e
i
As | write this article, |

am sitting here on our hilltop wishing I could
get up and do things that | really need to do. It
is only a couple of days until Christmas and |
am “chair — bound” because I did something
extremely stupid. If we are going to publish
articles telling you about all of the things that we
should not do, then we must tell you about the
things that we did and should not have.

We live on a fairly high hilltop in the Blue
Ridge Mountains and my neighbors and | have been
installing gates and barricades because we have
burglars visiting our neighborhood. Ann and | were
installing what is known up here as a Forest Service
Gate which is a pipe barricade blocking access and
we were lifting the pipe section which is a 4”
diameter heavy stedl pipe and is 16’ long. You can
see this coming can’t you?

Yes, | lifted with my back, not with my legs and
suffered a muscle strain about two weeks ago and it

Be Safe— Be Wl
Safety Committee — Don
Monroe, Chairman

is s-1-0-w-I-y improving. | know better but | was in
ahurry and did not stop to think.

We al have been taught that we lift with our
legs, not our back. But, the question is, do we
aways do what we know we should do? Thisisjust
one example of the type of injury that many of us
suffer needlessly. Let’s take a minute to think about
other things that we do that are, at best, ill
conceived and, at worst, stupid.

Here at the beginning of a new year, we should
resolve that we would avoid those basic mistakes
that we tend to make when we just do not stop to
think. Let me give you a short checklist:

« Areyou using the right tool for the job? A knifeis
not apry bar or achisel.

* Are your tools in good shape? Dull knives,

chisels, saws and punches will only bring you grief.

Hammers with loose handles or mushroomed heads

are not reliable (read that as not safe).

» Some power tools are downright scary. All power
saws will bite you. We al have horror stories
involving folks that we know. We visited good
friends in Scotland recently and could not find
them. It seems that he was cutting a tree and when
his wife walked up beside him and spoke, he swung
around and dapped her in the head with his chain
saw that was running. We can’t find out what
finally happened but we know it was really bad.

» Are you faithfully using eye protection? | fed
confident that a majority of you are not using safety
glasses when you know you should.

| could turn this list into a book but would you
read it? I know I am “preaching to the choir” and
you al know all of the things that | am saying; but
the question is, are you willing to stop and think?

Humor:

A father was reading bible
stories to his young son.
He read, “The man named
Lot was warned to take his
wife and flee out of the
city, but his wife looked back and was turned to
salt.” His son asked, “What happened to the flea?”
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Club members,

Have you ever wondered about our Elizabeth
Siegfried receiving a lapidary scholarship? If
you read December’s newsletter and Elizabeth’s
article, you just might be asking “How did she
receive it?” Each year our club considers which
youth has worked towards this scholarship.
Below you will find information from the SFMS
chairman.

Y outh scholar ships?

Y outh scholarships? Yes! Each year the Federation
generoudly offers scholarships to deserving junior
(ages 12-18) club members of a Federation club.
These scholarships are for the SFM S workshops at
Wildacres or William Holland. However, few
juniors apply for these scholarships. So we are
asking each of the Federation clubs to encourage
their junior members to apply for one of these
scholarships.

Emphasize that the requirements are not difficult to
meet!

Requirements for Junior Scholarships for SFMS
Workshops:

* President of the sponsoring adult club submits the
junior’s name with an explanation of the club’s
qualifications considered in recommending this
youth.

* Youth submits a short essay explaining his or her
interest in the hobby and reason for wanting to
attend a workshop.

+ After attending the workshop of choice, the
scholarship recipient is encouraged to write a
Lodestar article about the experience.

» Responsible adult must accompany the youth to
the workshop.

» Permission must be obtained from the workshop
director and the class teacher. Usually, thisis not a
problem.

+ Deadline for applying for the scholarship is April
30, 2008.

Recommendations should be sent to:

BonitaL. Harris

SFMS Y outh Resources

12520 Jeff Hamilton Road

Mobile, AL 36695

251.865.9157

Tsurprisel
Summarized from an article by Anne Casselmanin
Discover magazine, vol. 26, no. 4, April 2005
For The Pegmatite

Remember that devastating tsunami that struck
southern Asia in December 20047 It had a strange
and unexpected side benefit: the huge waves
brought ashore tons and tons of titanium dioxide,
depositing ore on top of dunes one mile idand,
along 300 miles of shoreline in India. Some of the
deposits were 10 feet thick. There may be as much
as 40,000,000 tons of new material, and at $4.98
per ton, you do the math!

Spinel vs Corundum
Author unknown

Spinel crystalizes in the cubic system, like
diamond, and often forms as octahedrons.
Sometimes it occurs as flat-twinned crystals or
dodecahedrons. On the other hand, corundum is in
the trigonal system, and crystals are typicaly
hexagonal prisms or bipyramids. Water-worn spinel
can be separated from corundum by pleochroism:
careful  examination of transparent colored
corundum will show two colors, spinel, one.

Source: The Pegmatite January 2006

Murphy's L esser-Known Laws
Forwarded By B. Jay Bowman for
The AFMS Newsl etter 2-2008

1. Light travels faster than sound. Thisis why some
people appear bright until you hear them speak.
2. Change isinevitable, except from avending
machine.
3. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who
don’t.
4. Nothing is fool proof to a sufficiently talented fool.
5. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50
chance of getting something right, there’s a 90%
probability you’ll get it wrong.
6. If you lined up all the carsin the world end to end,
someone would be stupid enough to try to pass them,
five or six at atime, on ahill, in the fog.
7. The things that come to those who wait will be the
scraggly junk left by those who got there first.
8. The shin bone is a device for finding furniturein a
dark room.
9. A fineisatax for doing wrong. A tax isafine for
doing well.
10. When you go into court, you are putting yoursel f
into the hands of 12 people who weren’t smart enough
to get out of jury duty.
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From your editor: Thesetwo articlesarefrom a
“youth” newsletter. I thought that some of his
suggestions could educate some of us “older”

folks.

K eeping a Catalogue of
Your Mineral Collection
By Darryl Powell
Mini Miners October 2007

What do you do after you take a mineral
specimen home? There are a few things that you
should do to take good care of your specimens.

When you add a specimen to your mineral
collection, it is important to write down as much
information about the specimen as you possibly
can. Mineral dedlers from all over the world tell me
that a specimen that has information with it is much
more valuable than a specimen without any
information.

On the next page is a simple two-page catal ogue
you can use for your specimens.

Let’s go through it.
1. When you get a new specimen, give it a number.
Keep alist of your numbers and the specimen that
goes with each. It is easiest to number them 1, 2, 3,
4, and so on.
2. Write down the name of the mineral on the long
line.
3. If there are other minerals with it, list those next.
4. In the next section, record how you came to own
the specimen. Did you buy it? If so, from whom and
for how much? Was it a gift? Who gave it to you?
Is it an old specimen that was owned by another
collector? Who was it? Do you know who actualy
dug it out of the ground? When was it found?
5. Then measure it with a metric ruler and describe
the crystalsif there are any.
6. On the second page, add any other specia
information you may have. | like to mention
magazine articles about the specimen or the place
where it was found. | also make comments about
anything special that happened or that | learned
when | received the specimen. If it reminds you of a
specia event or person, make a note about this. |
even make personal comments like, “This is one of
my favorite minerals!” or “This is ok, but someday
I’ll buy a better specimen.” Anything you want to
write hereis ok.
7. Save any labels that came with the specimen,
including the dealer’s label. Labels are very

collectible by themselves. Also, a specimen with all
its labels is worth more money.

You can copy the following pages as much as you
want to for your own collection.

If you would like some mineral catal ogue pages
that are printed in full color, contact us at Diamond
Dan Publications. They are available in packages of
100 sheets. The cost is $20/100 sheets. We know
this is a bit expensive, but we believe you
will find the bright, color printing makes for
a very good-looking catalogue page. You
can reach us at P.O. Box 143, Manchester,
New York 14504, or give us a call at 585-
289-4936. Ask for me, Darryl Powell.

Source: Mini MinersisaDiamond Dan
Publications. Permission has been granted for
publication in The Mountain Gem.

Mini Miners October 2007
Mineral Names
Where Do They Come From?
What Do They Mean?
By Darryl Powell

Many minerals were named after their chemical
formulas or a specific element. Every minera is
made up of one or more elements that combine into
compounds. Some, like sulfur and gold, contain
only one element (for these two,
sulfur and gold). Some contain many
elements and compounds.

Here are some minerals named after
their chemistry.
Uraninite was named after the
element uranium. The chemical
formulafor uraniniteis UO2 (uranium and oxygen).
Right: A dark gray uraninite crystal from Canada.
Cavansite was discovered for the first time in 1973.
Its name came from its chemical composition:
calcium (CA), vanadyl (VAN), silicate (SI),
hydrate. Hydrate means it has water inits crystal
structure. It wasfirst officially studied in 1973.
Magnesite was named after the element
magnesium. Zincite was named after

the element zinc.
Left: A deep red zincite crystal.
Below: Zincite “fingers” growing in

calcite from Franklin,
New Jersey.
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2.67 Carat Yellow Diamond Found
By Linda Behr for The Mountain Gem

Jm Gatliff found a 2.67-carat dodecahedral
shaped yellow diamond in February 2007 at the
Crater of Diamonds State Park. The park that
opened in 1972 is the world's only diamond-
producing site open to the public.

The park located in Murfreesboro, Ark. offers
visitors the opportunity to prospect for real
diamonds and keep any gems regardiess of their
value. Diamonds come in al colors of the rainbow.
The three most common colors found at the Crater
of Diamonds are white, brown and yellow, in that
order. On average, two diamonds are found each
day at the park.

Mr. Gatliff was digging in the West Drain of the
park’s 37-%2 acre diamond search area. A large
plowed field, it is the eroded surface of an ancient,
gem-bearing pipethe world's eighth largest
diamond-bearing deposit in surface area. A trench
was dug in the West Drain area by the park in mid-
September (2006) to open up new levels of dirt for
park prospectors to search. Gatliff says that he has
been visiting the park since he was seven years old.
According to Parks Superintendent Tom Stolarz,
“Mr. QGatliff's yellow diamond is a beautiful,
dodecahedral shaped stone. It's somewhat oval
shaped and about the size of an English pea. In fact,
in shape it looks like a smaller version of the
flawless canary, 4.21-carat Okie Dokie Diamond
that was found at the park last March by Oklahoma
State Trooper Marvin Culver." He continued, “This
diamond has an inclusion-a natural birthmark on
one side, the center of the gemisvery clear.

In total, over 75,000 diamonds have been
unearthed at Arkansas’s diamond site since those
first found in 1906 by John Huddleston, the farmer
who at that time owned the land long before the site
became an Arkansas state park. The largest
diamond ever discovered in the United States was
unearthed here in 1924 during an early mining
operation. Named the "Uncle Sam," this white
diamond with a pink cast weighed 40.23 carats.
Other large notable finds from the Crater include
the "Star of Murfreesboro" (34.25 carats) and the
"Star of Arkansas' (15.33 carats).

The largest diamond of the 25,000 discovered by
park visitors since the Crater became an Arkansas
state park in 1972 was the 16.37-carat "Amarillo
Starlight." W. W. Johnson of Amarillo, Texas found
this gem-quality white diamond in 1975. In June

1981, the 8.82-carat "Star of Shreveport" was added
to the growing list of large valuable stones found at
the Crater.

Other semi-precious gems and minerals found at
the Crater of Diamonds include amethyst, garnet,
peridot, jasper, agate, calcite, barite and quartz.
Over 40 different rocks and minerals are unearthed
at the Crater making it arock hound's delight.

Sources:
http://www.craterofdiamondsstatepark.com/digging-for-
diamonds/find-02-07-07.asp
www.foxnews.com

The following information was obtained via
different sources of the news.

Would any of you want this size diamond?
Linda, editor for The Mountain Gem

On November 14, 2007, Guess
Clothing Founder, Georges Marciano bought an
84.37 carat white diamond for just under $16.2
million at an auction in Geneva.

The jewel — the largest top-quality, brilliant-cut
white diamond ever to appear at auction — had
been valued by Sotheby's at between $13.3 million
and $17.8 million.

Marciano's winning bid, made by telephone,
came to $16,189,769 including the buyer's
premium. It was just short of the all-time auction
record for a stone or piece of jewelry, arecord held
by the same Sotheby's branch in Geneva for a
100.1-carat diamond that fetched $16.5 million in
1995.

"In my 32-year career, this stone ranks among
the most beautiful diamonds | have ever seen,” said
David Bennett, the auction house's chairman of
jewelry for Europe and the Middle East. He called it
a"magnificent and unique stone."

The diamond has received the highest possible
grading, Sotheby's said. It is D-color, or finest
white, has flawless clarity, and its cut, polish and
symmetry have all been graded excellent, it said.
The white diamond already has been showcased in
Hong Kong, Paris, New York, Rome, Los Angeles,
London, Dubai and Bahrain. The auction aso
featured other diamonds, colored stones and gems
from the world's leading jewel ers.



