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American Federation
Bulletin Awards

1994 (7th), 1995 (2nd),
1996 (2nd), 1997 (5th),
1998 (5th), 1999 (3rd),
2000 (5th), 2004 (7th),
2005 (2nd) 2006 (10th)
2008 (5th)

Southeast Federation
Bulletin Awards

1976, 77, 78, 79, 92, 94,
1995
1996-99 (1st)
2003 2nd New Editor
2004 (2nd), 2005 (2nd)
2006 (1st)

Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1 - October 31

Monday Thru Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 1–April 30:

Only Saturdays: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours

And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President David Notestine 369-5941
Past Pres Ted Robles 524-8153
Vice President Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (2009) Wally Smith 369-7695
Director (2009) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (2010) Gloria Durfey 524-9913
Director (2010) Elizabeth Siegfried 349-3877
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. Rick Sweeney 369-0588
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Marilyn Kolle 407-462-3311
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Gail Anderson 369-8313
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

Email for the Society is:
franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm

2008-2009
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Gail Notestine 369-5941
Field Trips John Hayes 524-8062
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Grant & Funding Gail Notestine 369-5941
Historian Sharon John 369-0161
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562
Refreshments OPEN
Scholarships OPEN
Education OPEN

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Ted Robles and Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The
Mountain Gem.
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November General Meeting
Date: November 17, 2008
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on
441South

Program: video,
Gemstones of America

Note that this is NOT
the last Thursday of the month!!!

Because the December End of the
Year Party will be held BEFORE

you receive the December
newsletter, I’m including important 
information with this newsletter.

December End of the Year
Party/Covered Dish

Date: December 13, 2008
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on
441South
Linda Sterrett (349-3774) is
chairman for the party. Gloria
Durfey (524- 9913) will handle
the food sign-up sheet.
This is OUR CLUB’S PARTY! 
We will be playing “rock bingo.”

Note that this is NOT the last
Thursday of the month!!!

The ruby ring raffle was won by Jane
Castor of Noblesville, Indiana.

December Celebrations
Birthdays
4–Nancy Stalcup
8–Sam Bedrick
8–Linda Sterrett
17 - JoDawn Loewy
20–Ray Behr
22–Linda Behr
27 - William Hatch
Anniversaries
4–Albert & Sandra Moccia
8–David & Linda Smith
15–Tom & Diane Aiello
15 - David & Gail Notestine
21–Ted & Jan Robles
23-- Edgar & Barbara Wing
25–Matt & Dottie Tari
29–B.J. & Sharon John

David Notestine, President
Letter From The President

Winter is finally here and it’s a time of rest for 
our club and the hard-working volunteers that have
dedicated so much time and energy this past tourist
season. I've never belonged to such a great group of
hard working people.

This winter will be a time of change for the club,
as we want to try a few new ideas while it's slow.
Many members have contributed these ideas and I
appreciate and thank each and every one of you.
Our first step, as a club, is to get over the idea that
change is bad. As long as change doesn't take a lot
of extra work, time, or money, the concept of
change can be a good thing, especially if it makes
the club more money or saves the club money.
Change can add new social events, perhaps for
fund-raising, with fun for our members and
increased presence in the community. Worst case, if
something doesn't work, we stop doing it. Just
because things have always been done the same
way for decades, doesn't mean we can't try
something new. (Cont’d to page 2)
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President’s message cont’d
If it doesn't work, we stop it, try something else or
leave it the way it was as long as the way it was
follows proper guidelines we have to follow.

In these bad economic times, change can mean
survival. Our club spends as much as we bring in so
it’s important we do something to increase our income 
or save money. Those are the two basic goals of any
group that uses money as a way to reach the
organization's goals and aspirations. It’s also the basic 
algorithm of any business or corporation.

I've been told we are just a club, to have fun, and
enjoy ourselves. That's very true, BUT we are
franchised as a corporation by the State of North
Carolina and licensed as a non-profit 501(C)(3) by the
Internal Revenue Service. This means that there has to
be proper business structure, behind the scenes,
perhaps unknown by the common club member. Our
basic structure is controlled by the state of North
Carolina, the federal government and common basic
accounting practices. There are licenses involved,
proper accounting procedures, records to keep, forms
and papers that have to be sent in on a timely basis.

Businesses, corporations and groups like ours are
getting ready to have many more regulations forced on
them. With our changing population's views of small
business and corporations, we need to be ready.

The club's Board also has to do things correctly, if
we wish to keep liability for each and every Board
member to a minimum or to make that liability non-
existent. This is easy to do; we just need to do it.

Everyone has heard of Enron and the stories of
other companies who handled their financial practices
in a lax manner. Their CEO and Financial Officer are
in jail. A CEO is the equivalent of our President and
the Chief Financial Officer is the same as our
Treasurer. The same rules that govern the large
companies govern our small, fun club that we all
joined for social and entertainment reasons.

This message is not meant to frighten anyone, I am
just trying to let the membership know that we have
some things that need to be corrected, in order to keep
our small club fun and in business. Because, the day
we incorporated, we became a business, with all the
attendant rules and regulations that govern a
corporation.

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of October 20, 2008

The October 2008 Board of Directors’ Meeting of 
the Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin was called
to order by President David Notestine at 6:30 p.m. in
the Museum meeting room.

Present were: David Notestine, Gail Notestine,
Fred Plesner, Ray Behr, Bruce Siegfried, Elizabeth
Siegfried, Gloria Durfey, John Hayes, Linda Behr,
Tom Sterrett and Sharon John. Absent were: Mary
Bedrick and Wally Smith.

1. President: David Notestine reported that as
President, he hopes to increase membership,
donations, Gift Shop sales and introduce sales on
consignment.

2. Vice President: Tom Sterrett had nothing to report at
this time.

3. Treasurer: Bruce Siegfried reported total inflows of
$6,364.72, total outflows of $1,204.70 and an
overall income of $5,160.02.

4. Secretary: Sharon John reported that she sent get-
well cards to Penny-Lynn Goldstein, Doris Smith
and Ginger Nicoletti and a thank-you card to
Dorothy Crawford for installing the new officers.

5. Museum Manager: Ray Behr said that Pumpkin Fest
is Saturday and we will need hosts from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tents will be set up for those members who
would like to sell some of their wares. The ring
raffle will be later that evening. November 1st will
start the Museum’s winter hours. We will need hosts 
only on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Next
year’s raffle will be a  27.37 carat dark citrine in a 
14 kt. gold pendant.

6. Publications: Linda Behr said that the deadline for
the newsletter would be November 3rd.

7. Gemboree: Fred Plesner reported that the October
Leaf Lookers Gemboree went very well. Don
Pentico donated a box full of slabs and Mr. and Mrs.
Hightower donated 2 polished slabs of onyx.*

8. Field Trip: John Hayes said there were 42 people at
Chunky Gal and that the field trip was a success.
There will be a spring field trip planned for later.

9. Membership: Linda Behr said that she has sticky
nametags for members who come to the General
Meetings without their nametags and also nametags
for guests so that everybody will know each other’s 
name. (Cont’d to page 3)
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Board Minutes cont’d
Grants and Fund Raising: Gail Notestine reported that
a Grant was submitted for maintenance for the
museum. We will also need a Federal Id tax number to
put on donation slips as well as all correspondence.

Gail Notestine and Linda Sterrett will do the
audit on the Museum’s bookkeeping records.

Ray Behr presented the 2009 Proposed Budget.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Sharon John, secretary

*Don Pentico is owner of CFC Jewelry Supplies
from Fowlerville, Michigan.
Mr. And Mrs. Richard Hightower of The Stones &
Bones Collection is from Lizzella, Georgia.

The Gem and Mineral
Society of Franklin

General Meeting of October 23 2008

The October 2008 General Meeting of the Gem
and Mineral Society was called to order by
President David Notestine at 6:35 p.m. There were
20 members and five guests present including one
new member. Welcome, Andy Clark!

There were no changes or additions to last
month’s minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.
1. Presidents report: David said he would like to

see an increase in membership, increase of
donations, increase of gift shop sales and give the
members a chance to sell what they make.

2. Treasurer: Ray Behr reported a total inflow of
$6,364.72, total outflows of $1,204.70 and an
over all total of $5,160.02

3. Secretary: Get-well cards went out to Penny-
Lynn Goldstein, Doris Smith and Ginger
Nicoletti. A “thank you” card was sent to 
Dorothy Crawford for presiding over installation
of the new officers.

4. Museum Manager: Ray Behr asks for hosts at
the museum during Pumpkin Fest. The museum
will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tents will be
set up for members who wish to come to sell
their jewelry. The ring raffle will be later on that
evening. November 1st starts our winter hours
and we will only be open on Saturdays from 11-
3. We will need hosts on those days. Please sign
up and help us out!

5. Publications: Linda said the deadline for the
newsletter would be November 3rd. The
Decembers’ newsletter will not go out until after 
the End of the Year Party. She also said that the
guests that come to the General Meetings would
be presented with self-adhesive nametags.

6. Gemboree: Fred Plesner said the Leaf Lookers
Gemboree was a success even though they were
short one dealer. He said the Macon News took
pictures and some one from Clay County was
there to interview the people and dealers.

7. Publicity: Fred reported that he has requests for
more brochures from the Museum. The
attendance is up at the Museum this year. The
Museum is being shown on The Treasurer
Hunters 3 on television.

8. The budget was read and Linda Smith made a
motion to approve it. Fred Rasmusson seconded
the motion and the motion was passed.

9. There will be a Mineral Identification class on
Thursday, November13th at 7 p.m. to be given
by Fred Plesner and Mary Bedrick.

10. There is a sheet in the meeting room: Please put
down your mileage or whatever you give to the
museum—it helps with the grants. This would
include any donated time and items for the Gift
Shop and Museum.

11. Grants and Fund Raising: Gail Notestine
reported that a grant was submitted for
maintenance for the museum. We will need to
put on donation slips as well as all
correspondence a Federal Identification tax
number.
Tonight we had a “Show and Tell of crafts the 

members made.
Door Prizes went to: 1. Marilyn Kolle, 2. Diane
Leipertz, 3. Ina Muncher, 4. Fred Plesner, and 5.
Art Zoeckler.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

Bulletin deadline is
December 11, Thursday
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Member News

Eleanor Jankowski has not
been attending our meetings
because of illness. We hope
to see her soon.
Our beloved Secretary,
Sharon John was in an
automobile accident in front
of Bi-Lo. She is fine but her
car is totaled.

Chester Willette had a stroke and has had to have
therapy on walking. We look forward to seeing him
with his cane…very soon.
Doris Smith gave us a scare. She too spent time in our
local hospital checking out her heart. This doctor
knows her heart doctor in Florida. It’s a SMALL 
world.
Alex Solimine is biding us farewell. He will no longer
make trips to visit Franklin and us. Cost of living is
too high!
Sandra Moccia injured her shoulder.
Penny-Lynn Goldstein will have had her surgery by
the time this newsletter is sent. This is major surgery
and she may require follow-up treatment. She needs
our prayers!
Fred Plesner as Rockhound of the Year was
published in the November issue of the AFMS
newsletter. Congratulations on this well-earned
recognition.

Murder in Oak Grove
By Fred Plesner, the famous archivist for The

Mountain Gem and Franklin Residents

Late April spells spring and with it comes a lot of
happiness and joy. But late April 1965 brought more
than a fair share of sadness and despair to the Oak
Grove Community of Macon County. April 25th had
been wet enough; for the county received over three
inches of rain that day and it may have helped to
contribute to Frederick Gibson's death.

Frederick Gibson, was a 40 year old black family
man and the father of six sons, Tom, Lee, Charles,
Billy, Earl and Harold and husband of Luvenia.
Frederick was shot and killed in a bedroom of his own
home by his 19-year-old son, Harold. A single shot
from a .22 caliber rifle struck him in the chest at about
10:15 p.m. and created bedlam in the family home.
Whether a long day cooped up in a small house was a

contributing factor was not discussed by press reports
of the day nor were any allegations of alcohol brought
up or mentioned. Whatever the circumstances that led
to this tragic argument, young Harold had the final
say.

One thing was certain and that was that Frederick
Gibson lay dead in his own home. One of Harold's
brothers alerted Sheriff Brice Rowland and Harold
met him upon his arrival at the Gibson home. Harold
was questioned and then transported to the Macon
County Jail where he was charged with murder. Bail
was latter set at $2,000 and a trial date set.

Grants and Fundraising
By Gail Notestine, Chairman

We have some paperwork to get in order before we
file for any more grants from government or private
philanthropic organizations. However, I am working
on getting this done with Bruce.

We have a few really good grants in the offing,
and could possible get funding for the rehabilitation
and refurbishment of the entire museum. ACT and the
Governor's office have funding available for entities
that help the economies of small WESTERN North
Carolina towns. With the addition of consignment
jewelry to the Museum Gift Shop, we will then qualify
to receive funding from them, on the basis of helping
people to start their own small businesses.

Senator Elizabeth Dole's office called me and they
said they would write letters of recommendation for
our club whenever we need them, so that we can get
grants a little more easily.

I have many ideas for fundraising events, but I
cannot do it all by myself. I need volunteers for the
Grants and Funding Committee. We can do anything
from Bar B Qs to a charity ball, but we need the
committee people to be able to achieve these goals. If
you like party planning, garage sales, flea marketing,
cooking, auctions, dances, festivals or just want to
help, I can use you on my committee. Give me a call.

It is time for some new blood. The same fifteen
people have been saddled with all the work, for years.
They are getting tired. We need ALL our members to
contribute their time to our club. If you don't want to
work on Grants and Funding, call the chair of another
committee and help out there.
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We need 2009 Chairmen for Education,
Refreshment and Scholarship.

Please contact David Notestine if you are able to hold
any of these positions.

The job descriptions are listed below.

Education Committee
Shall be responsible for arranging programs and/or

exhibits as requested by schools or organizations.
Shall work closely with the Museum

Manager in setting up visits to the Museum.
Shall be responsible for changing and maintaining

display cases in the Public Library, the Chamber of
Commerce and any other locations approved by the
Board of Directors.

For the past few years a display case was set up in
the Macon County Bank in April or May in their
lobby area to advertise the opening of the Museum.
This display has contained lapidary work by Society
members.

There is also a display in the Macon County Court
House.

Refreshment Committee
Is responsible for the refreshments to be served

after the General Meeting for all months except
September and December. September is the
Installation Banquet (covered dish). December is the
End of the Year party (covered dish).

Light refreshments are to be served. Money is
allocated from the yearly budget to pay for the
refreshments. This budget is set-up in October for the
year.

Ice is obtained in the Community Building.
Sometimes, members are requested to make

deserts or dishes for special occasions.

Scholarship Committee
Shall be responsible for administrating the

society’s scholarship program and maintaining a 
listing of scholarships awarded. This list is to include
the name of student, amount of scholarship, name of
school, and date given. This information is to be
maintained in the files at the Museum.

To obtain a recipient, the committee must contact
colleges to offer information on the requirements for
the student.
October Craft/Social night had the following attendees:
Jerry and Marilyn Kolle, Jerry and Clinta Robinette,
Alex Solimine, Chester Willette, Gloria Durfey, Sharon
John, Gary Gaetano, Fred Plesner, Wally and Doris
Smith.

A Word of Thanks to the Gem & Mineral Society
of Franklin…

By Alex Solimine, member

Through the years I have visited here during spring
and fall months. I have come to make some very fine
friends among the members.

Since I will no longer be returning to Franklin, I
want to make mention of the fact that this club is the
best I have ever associated myself with.

After working the summer at a summer camp, next
season I want to stay and see the fall foliage on the
Poconos of Eastern Pennsylvania,. From now on I will
only spend my travels up there and Florida.

Thank you for everything and may God Bless All
of You.

Thank you for a wonderful experience and may
this club continue to grow and prosper over the
upcoming years.

October Program Report
By Fran Rasmusson

Following the General Meeting, some club
members displayed handcrafted jewelry and
gemstones they had made from one of the offered
classes, or made at the monthly museum craft nights.
Faceted gemstone rings, earrings and pendants were
displayed in neatly organized boxes. Wire wrapped
gemstones were beautifully crafted and displayed as
well. Gem trees and other craft items were attractive,
and enjoyed by everyone in attendance.

Elizabeth’s necklace made at the SFMS Wildacres.
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Mineral of the month - Cinnabar
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Chemically, Cinnabar is Mercuric Sulfide (HgS)
Mineralogically, it is in the trigonal system, large
crystals being rare.
Color; bright red to cinnamon.
Crystals are translucent to transparent, massive
cinnabar is opaque Luster, Adamantine
Cleavage; perfect in three directions.
Fracture; splintery, uneven, sub-conchoidal.
Soft. Hardness is 2–2.5
Heavy; Specific Gravity 8.1
Streak, red.

Associations: quartz, dolomite, stibnite, realgar,
pyrite. Cinnabar is rare, but is found in many
locations worldwide. The most famous locales were
Almaden Spain and Idria, Serbia. It is also found in
Hunan Province, China; New Almaden and New
Idria in California are notable, and it is also found
in Oregon, Texas, and Arkansas. In early times it
was used as a cosmetic, the powder being the
pigment Vermilion; it is still an important artistic
pigment. Commercially, it is the major ore of the
important industrial metal Mercury.

Its attraction to the rockhound is as startlingly
beautiful cabinet specimens, mainly for
micromounts, since large crystals have become very
rare and valuable. Some gemstones have been cut
from Cinnabar, but its softness precludes using it
for anything more subject to wear than a well-
protected pendant.

The “Ordinary” collector is likely to have a 
massive specimen in the collection; while Mercury
is quite poisonous, most persons keep Cinnabar
well protected, but since it is probably the most
insoluble of inorganic compounds, it is not
considered to be overly hazardous, and even the
amorphous specimens are quite handsome.

Sources:
Sinkankas, John; Mineralogy, A First Course
Princeton, van Nostrand, 1956
http://mineralgalleries.com
www.mindat.org
My personal visit to the New Idria mine

From Trash to Treasure
By Elizabeth Siegfried, member of the Gem &

Mineral Society of Franklin, NC

Hammers, drills, acid, torches, jewelry making.
What? Does that go together? Sounds more like
building a house than building beautiful jewelry. But
all these things and more were used in my cold
connections class.

I had been looking forward to this class for
months. After seeing the amazing and unique jewelry
that came out of Kim St. Jeans class last year, I was
eager to start. I have taken several SFMS classes and
enjoyed them all, but in this class you definitely have
nothing but fun. Except of course when your hammer
misses the metal and hits your finger!

We learned lots of techniques and tips. In this class
you can pretty much do anything.

We used a lot of copper, which we textured, etched
or bent. We used tacks, screws, nails, rivets and wire
to hold the metal together. We did fold forming,
which was lots of fun, heating and bending metal. We
used a rolling mill and hammers to put in texture and
etched copper and nickel. I loved the look of the
finished product.

We also designed “found object” jewelry, with 
keys, locks, silverware, watch pieces, game pieces,
coins and anything you could think of. We used resin
to encase things, for example the picture shows a
monopoly necklace that is held together with resin.

Kim is an awesome teacher with so many ideas
and projects you just want to never leave. We worked
all the extra time we could find, as soon as breakfast
was over till late at night. Every student took home
beautiful and unique pieces. This is a great class to let
your imagination fly!

As always Wildacres was beautiful! We enjoyed
our time there, with the auction and tailgating. We
also had the SFMS president Steve Henegar in our
class, which was a privilege.

I definitely thank the Southeast Federation Stamp
Scholarship Program for allowing me this opportunity.


