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Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1 - October 31

Monday Thru Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 1–April 30:

Only Saturdays: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours

And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831

www.fgmm.org



2008-2009 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President David Notestine 369-5941
Immediate Past Pres. Ted Robles 524-8153
Vice President Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (2008) Wally Smith 369-7695
Director (2008) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (2009) Gloria Durfey 524-9913
Director (2009) Elizabeth Siegfried 349-3877
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Marilyn Kolle 407-462-3311
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

Email for the Society is:
franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm

2008-2009
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Gail Notestine 369-5941
Education OPEN
Field Trips John Hayes 524-8062
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Grant & Funding Gail Notestine 369-5941
Historian Sharon John 369-0161
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments OPEN
Scholarships OPEN
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Ted Robles and Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The
Mountain Gem.
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October General Meeting
Date: October 23, 2008
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on 441South
Program: Club members displaying their

projects from “Craft/Social” nights.
Note that this is NOT the last

Thursday of the month!!!

David Notestine, President

This is my first message to all of you, so please
treat me gently.

First, I would like to thank the Board and the
membership for your faith in me. I will try to live
up to your trust.

I also want to say thanks to the previous Board
who has left the club in such good shape. Under the
leadership of Ted Robles the membership has
grown, revenues are up and the club is more active
in the community. The committees are under the
leadership of great people who really care about the
club. It’s going to be hard for the new Board to 
keep up with the legacy that Ted has left.

We all need to welcome the new club Directors,
Gloria Durfey and Elizabeth Siegfried. Please go
out of your way to help them in the tasks to come
and to wish them well. Thank you in advance,
Gloria and Elizabeth, to be willing to devote your
time to such an important endeavor so critical for
our club.

Some of the things we would like to accomplish,
in the coming year, are:

1. Getting more members
2. Increasing club and museum income
3. More social events
4. More field trips
5. Getting more members actively involved in the
club

Our first grant application is going out today as I
write this. We made it on time and my thanks go
out to Ray Behr and my wife, Gail Notestine, both
who I know have worked many dozens of hours in
compiling and creating the application. It would be
nice if we get approved but the important thing is;
that the Foundations and Groups who give these
grants now know that we mean business. Please,
everyone cross your fingers, but if we don't get
approved on this first one, we'll get the second or
the third one we apply for. In this first grant we are
asking for money that will insure that we have the
finances to restore the Museum to pristine
condition.

We need our members to become involved in
the committees already in existence, as we will
need more committees and Committee Chairmen as
we expand our reach. To do this, we need more new
members, thus getting us more working members
that will volunteer a few hours a month.

I would like to request that, every member who
reads this letter, stop and think of just one person
that they know, who is not a member of our club,
but showed some interest in your rocks or making
jewelry, and ask them to come to our NEXT
meeting. If each member brought in ONE new
member, it would double our membership. We
would then have enough members to accomplish
the projects that we have planned. We also need
EVERYONE to volunteer for SOMETHING! It
doesn't matter what you do or who you are, you
should have at least one or two hours a month to
give to your club.

I believe we have the best gem club and
members in the world. It amazed Gail and me how
well we were treated when we first joined. It made
us want to give something in return. Please help us
to make our club grow and to expand awareness
about what we do into our surrounding
communities. Here's to a great new year!

Newsletter
deadline is

November 3,
Monday
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The Gem and Mineral
Society of Franklin

Board Meeting of September 22, 2008

President Ted Robles called the September 2008
Board of Directors’ Meeting of the Gem and 
Mineral Society of Franklin to order at 6:30 p.m. in
the Museum Meeting Room.

Present were: Ted Robles, Bruce Siegfried, Gail
Notestine, David Notestine, Fred Plesner, Linda
Smith, Ray Behr, Wally Smith, Mary Bedrick,
Gloria Durfey, John Hayes, Elizabeth Siegfried,
Linda Behr and Sharon John. Tom Sterrett was
absent.
1. Treasurers Report: Bruce Siegfried reported a

total inflow of $2,186.63, total outflows of
$3,081.12 and an overall deficit of -$894.49

2. Secretary: Sharon John reported that she sent
get-well cards to Molly Miller and Gloria
Durfey, a thank you card to Kim Cochran and
an invitation to the Banquet to Mr. and Mrs.
Mike Streeter.

3. Workshop: Linda Smith reported that there
would be a beading class on October 14th with
Margie Sweeny.

4. Museum: Ray Behr said he would try to get
prisoners from our local jail to help with the
Museum’s yard.

5. Gift Shop: A lot of new books came in for the
gift shop—take a look and see what’s there.

6. There will be two groups of school children
coming in to the Museum on the 24th. There
will be 23 4th graders coming in on the 29th.
Hosts are needed both days.

7. On October the 6th, 7th, and 8th demonstrators
will be needed for the Seagul Students at 8
p.m. at the Macon County Community Center.
At 9 a.m. On the 7th, 8th and 9th hosts will be
needed at the Museum.

8. Gemboree: Fred Plesner said that the set up for
the Gemboree would be at 7 a.m. on Thursday
October 16.

9. Gemboree: Bruce Siegfried said that
demonstrators are needed on October 17th, 18th

and 19th. Please sign up to help out.
10. Publications: Linda Behr reported that she

nominated Fred Plesner for Rock Hound of the
Year to the AFMS. Bruce Siegfried made a
motion to accept Fred, Wally Smith seconded
the motion---motion passed.

11. Ray Behr made a motion that we establish a
Standing Committee for a Grants and Funding

Committee. David Notestine seconded the
motion--motion passed.

12. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that the
“senior” tour group enjoyed their visit and the
coordinator wishes to come again with other
groups.

13. Field Trips: John Hayes reported that the Field
Trip on Saturday the 27th is still on. He and
Roy Ramsey will go to the site early and put
up signs. Wally Smith will meet everyone else
at Ingles in the West Gate shopping center at
10 a.m. to car pool.

14. Chris Vendrell needs someone to write a letter
for him so that he can receive assistance
towards a GIA scholarship.

15. Ted Robles reported that there was a total of
2610 hours of donated time so far this year.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary





Editor’s comments: 
It has been requested that new

members have their picture posted
in our newsletter. So be prepared to
have your photo taken at a
meeting…this goes for those who 

joined these past six months.
Dues are now due. Please send them to the

museum with “attention membership chairman.” 
It’ll make it so much easier for me. Thanks!!!!
Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per
person, $3.00 per year, juniors (under 18).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is
$15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.




Omitted in October: Joe Muncher’s Birthday was 
the 31st. Sorry for the mistake!

November Birthdays
17–Della Samuel
20 - Sharen Hoglen
20–Molly Miller
30–Bob Wolfskeil

November Anniversaries
1–Dave & Chick Snyder
22–Rick & Margie Sweeney
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MEMBER NEWS

Mollie Miller fell and is out of
commission. Please drop her a card
to let her know that we haven’t 
forgotten her.

Mary Anne Zoeckler informed me that her
sister died unexpectedly when hit by an automobile.

Thanks go to all the people who brought food
for the Installation Banquet. A great big thanks go
to the organizers: Debbie Siegfried, Fran
Rasmusson, and Sharon John.

Our sympathies are extended to David
Notestine on the death of his younger brother.

Ray and Linda Behr made a recent trip to the
Museum of Natural History in Washington, DC.
They took lots and lots of pictures of the rock and
gem specimen.

We received an email from Penny-Lynn
Goldstein stating that she was going to have
surgery. We hope to hear from her soon. She hasn’t 
been up here this summer due to her health.

On The Old Jail According to Our
Club Archivist, Fred Plesner

Asleep at the wheel --

A couple of our jail residents were found asleep
at the wheel, literally.

On Saturday afternoon, July 11th, 1965,
Patrolman H.T. Ferguson was on routine patrol
when he noticed something a little odd. A brand
new 1965 Mustang with Canadian license plates
was parked near the Macon County Fairgrounds.
Probably nothing…but he decided to check just to 
be sure. As he approached he noticed two men
inside and apparently asleep. Upon being awakened
they stated that they had simply run out of gas.

Patrolman Ferguson then ran a routine check on
the tag and found that the car was reported stolen
from Montreal, Quebec, Canada. The two
occupants were then placed under arrest and
transported downtown to the Jail. Here they were
identified as Robert Bradu Widginston, 26, of
Verdun, Quebec, Canada and Thomas Arthur
Moody, 20, of Leamington, Ontario, Canada. A
little investigation found the car to have been stolen
on May 31, 1965.

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of September 25, 2008

Installation Banquet

The Installation Banquet was September 25th

and if you were not there that night, you missed a
wonderful time.

Ted Robles presented Life Memberships to
Gloria Durfey, John Hayes, Barbara Wing, Rose
Temkin, Fred and Dean Plesner and John and
Dorothy Crawford. Isn’t that wonderful? Just 
think of all their membership years and volunteer
hours.

Mary Bedrick and Linda Behr each received
an Appreciation Letter for all their hours of work in
the Museum. Since Linda is part of this Awards
Committee, she was not informed about her award.
Ray had to sneak to make her certificate whenever
Linda was at home, so she was very surprised that
night.

Dorothy Crawford did a marvelous job
installing all the new Board and giving a history of
the club.

Debra Siegfried also did a wonderful job setting
up for the banquet. There were flowers and pitchers
of ice water on all the tables. Fran Rasmusson did
a great job of coordinating the dinner.

All the food was very tasty and I do believe that
every one enjoyed themselves. I am looking
forward to next year!

Hope you are too.
Respectfully submitted, Sharon John, secretary

Reports from our Workshop Chairman,
Wally Smith

Craft/Social night of September 5, 2008 had the
following attendees: Marilyn and Jerry Kolle,
Jerry and Clinta Robinette, Gary Gaetano,
Chester Willette, Gloria Durfey, Margie
Sweeney, David and Gail Notestine, James
Syrrakos, Wally and Doris Smith.
Joe Muncher’s Bevel Mount Class had the 

following students:
Jack Jungles, William Hatch, Marie Tsacrios,

Gloria Durfey, Linda Smith, David Notestine,
and John Hayes. Observers were: Dean Plesner,
Inez Muncher, Chester Willette and Wally
Smith.
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September Program
Report

By Fran Rasmusson

We commemorated
the INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS with a
banquet of delicious food provided by our
members, and an attractively decorated hall with
tablecloths and fall chrysanthemums. Past officers
were recognized and applauded for their support of
many activities. Several members were awarded
LIFE MEMBERSHIP certificates in recognition for
many years of service to the club.

Special recognition was given to our Museum
Curator for exceptional organization and
identification of gem and mineral specimen on
display. Museum women hosts were given the mum
plants with promise from Debra Siegfried that the
men hosts would receive something at the End of
the Year Party in December.



Every Member Should Be A Fundraiser
By Gail Notestine, Grant & Fund Chairman

Our club provides many benefits. We have free
classes, field trips, social events, lapidary and
jewelry making tools, a wonderful museum, and a
whole lot more. These all cost MONEY! Many of
you think that paying $10/year for dues constitutes
support...WRONG!

We currently have 100 members. If you
multiply that out with the dues, it only comes to
ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS per year, from dues.
That barely covers the museum utility bills for five
months.

To date, our funding has come from dues, gift
shop sales, the Gemborees, donations and other
small fundraising events. We have to expand our
fund raising efforts, that's why I am now the
Chairman of the Grants & Funding Committee. My
committee's job is to help procure grants from
Government and private Philanthropic Institutions,
local businesses, private individuals, plan fund
raising events and basically do anything that needs
to be done to generate revenues for our Society and
Museum.

This cannot be done by ONE individual or
committee alone!

Every single member, of this club, should talk to
people about joining our club and/or donating to
us...whether it is monetary donations, the donation
of something to auction off at one of our fund
raising events, space for meetings or social events,
mineral or gem specimens, or something else. Be
imaginative! There is always something that
ANYONE can contribute.

This club's museum and the Gem Mines
together, generate over five million tourist dollars
annually, to support the businesses and economy of
this county and it is time that the county started
helping to support us!

Every member of this town and county benefits
from our existence. They can start showing their
appreciation by helping our club and museum, so
talk to them and make them aware of us and what
we do.

Don't be afraid to talk to people, be enthusiastic
about our club and make other non-members
enthusiastic about us too! If you are NOT
enthusiastic about the Franklin Gem & Mineral

Society you can't make anyone
else enthusiastic about joining or
helping us.

...just why ARE you a
member?

Southeast Federation’s Annual Meeting 
will be held on December 13th in Nashville,
Tenn. They will be changing their By-Laws to
regulate only one meeting a year with other
meetings mandated upon necessity.

As far I know, the AFMS Annual Meeting
in Houston was cancelled due to the damage
from the recent hurricanes.


