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Visit
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum

25 Phillips Street
In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1 - October 31

Monday Thru Friday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 1–April 30:

Only Saturdays: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours

And Special Requests
Phone: 828-369-7831
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2007-2008 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Ted Robles 524-8153
Immediate Past Pres. Fred Plesner 349-4224
Vice President David Notestine 369-5941
Secretary Sharon John 369-0161
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (’08) Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director (’08) Linda Smith 342-1562
Director (09) John Hayes 524-8062
Director (09) Wally Smith 369-7695
** Voting members on the Board

++++++++++++++++++++++
Museum Managers

**Museum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. John Hayes 524-8062
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Curator Ass’t. Belinda McGuire
Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Ass’t. Gift Shop Doris Smith 369-7695
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649

Websites:
American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org

Email for the Society is:
franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm

2007-2008
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
Ray Behr 349-0827

Constitution/By-Laws Jan Robles 524-8153
Door Prizes Belinda McGuire/Michelle Loewy
Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Field Trips Tom & Linda Sterrett 349-3774
Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles
Historian Tammi Robinson 369-2639
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
**Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Refreshments Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Scholarships Nancy Stalcup 1-828-488-3562
Programs Linda Smith 342-1562

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is: (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’swebpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gem is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Staff: Ted Robles and Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The
Mountain Gem.
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September Installation Banquet
Date: September 25, 2008
Day: Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Macon County

Community Center on 441South
Bring a COVERED DISH ENOUGH

FOR YOUSELF AND OTHERS
Please check with Fran Rasmusson as

to what is still needed.

More on the July Gemboree:
From Mary Bedrick

I would like to thank the following volunteers for
hosting at the July “Gem Show:”

Ina Raye Muncher Ginger Nicoletti
Joe Nicoletti Sharon John
Marilyn Kolle Jerry Kolle
Rhoda Haber John Hayes
Marvin Manning Bill Manning
Eugene King Gail Notestine
Dean Plesner Molly Miller

A few persons must have forgotten to host since
they did not show up. In the future, if something
comes up, please give me a phone call. My number
is in the 2008 Membership List as well as in the
Mountain Gem.

Ted Robles
President’s Message, September 

Well –this is my swan song. The new slate of
officers has been elected, most of the positions are
filled by people with whom we are familiar. I
believe our new President, David Notestine, will be
one of the best we have ever had; he is really
anxious to “hit the ground running,” and has several 
ideas as to how to improve our organization.

I ask, most sincerely, that every member of the
organization give him all the cooperation he will
need. In the past, we have been very slow to make
the changes we needed to keep up with changing
times. But life goes on, and “stuff happens.” We

are in a “Red Queen’s race.” Nowadays, “You have 
to move fast to keep up.” Change happens as we
watch, and the ancient adage, “There are three kinds 
of people; those who make things happen, those
who watch things happen, and those who wonder
what happened” is more operational than ever. I
believe that we are moving into the first category.

Our Society needs to move to keep from sliding
backward. I have noticed that in the last few
months we are growing much faster than we have
done in several years; those of us who have been
with the Society for a long time were somewhat
troubled by the fact that we were slowly shrinking
to a small group of diehards, and the evident
resurgence of interest in either the avocation or the
Society is most welcome. Perhaps it is true, that
“Progress is made only over the dead bodies of the 
previous leaders.” I don’t necessarily like the idea, 
or even believe in it, but it is true that we have lost
almost all of the “Old Guard,” a point of fact. I 
don’t quite understand how it happened, but I am 
one of the “senior members.” Time has a way of
going by – and, as they say, “If you’re not part of 
the solution, you have become part of the problem.” 

For that reason, if for no other, I decided to
move out of the way, and will fill my term as
immediate Past President to the best of my ability,
but I sincerely hope that I will never act as an
impediment to the Society’s progress. I ask the
membership to cooperate with the new Board of
Directors, and give them all the support they will
need to keep our Society a living progressive
organization. I feel certain that you will. I’m not 
going anywhere, and you’ll have to put up with me 
for a while yet. My best wishes for a successful
future.

October newsletter
deadline is

October 1st.
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October Celebrations
Birthdays
2–Harriet Manning
2–Pat Wolfskeil
3–Joe Pinkous
9–Jacob Sterrett

13 - David Notestine
14–Jan Robles
20–Shirley Baughman
20–Dottie Tari
24–Wally Smith
25–Lonnie Stalcup

Anniversaries
15–Rick & Shirley Baughman
31–Joe & Ina Raye Muncher

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board Meeting of August 25, 2008

The August 2008 Board of Directors’ meeting of 
the Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin was called
to order by President Ted Robles at 6:30 p.m. in the
Museum Meeting Room.

Present were: Ted Robles, Tom Sterrett, Fred
Plesner, Mary Bedrick, David Notestine, Gail
Notestine, Ray Behr, Linda Behr, Bruce Siegfried,
John Hayes Linda Smith, and Sharon John. Absent
was: Wally Smith
1. Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried reported 
that the total inflow was $3,143.85, total outflows
was $3,080.38 with an overall total of $63.47. He
asked hosts to not list donations on the purchase
sheet in the Gift Shop Place the money in the
yellow envelope in the cash box.
2. Curator: Mary Bedrick will be handling the
hosting for the October Gemboree and Bruce
Siegfried will be handling the demonstrators.
3. Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that the
threshold has been installed in front of the
slammer. All the lights are working in the cabinets.
There is a new storage cabinet for Debra for the
Gift Shop.
4. Gift Shop: Bruce reported that there are a lot
of new books on order for the Gift Shop.
5. Work Shop: Linda Smith reported that John
Hayes just finished his class on bullet tie tacs and
there will be a new workshop coming up on
September 11th with Joe Muncher.

6. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that he sent
more brochures out to several visitor centers. The
Streets of Franklin is now working on a new web
site. Fred will open the museum in the morning for
a film crew called Dan Tours, who will be doing a
video tour of Franklin. He received an email from
a Jessica Lauren who is originally from Franklin
and is working on a Gem Channel on TV. She is
interested in our museum.
7. Publications: Linda Behr says that the deadline
for any news for the Mountain Gem is September
1st.
8. Field Trip: Tom Sterrett reported that there
will be a field trip on September 28th to the Chunky
Gal area and we will be hosting this event for the
Dixie Mineral Council.

Business:
Gail Notestine reported that there are at least

200 different Grants the museum can apply for, but
a Grant needs to benefit the community.

The new budget is coming up and the committee
chairmen need to think about their planned 2009
expenses.

The Installation Banquet is September 25th and
Fran Rasmusson is in charge.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of August 28, 2008

The August 2008 General Meeting of the Gem
and Mineral Society was called to order by
President Ted Robles at 6:35 p.m.

There were no changes or additions to the last
month’s minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.

There were 39 members and 16 guests present
with 5 of those becoming members.

1. Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Siegfried reported 
total inflows of $3,143.85, total outflows of
$3,080.38 and an overall total of $63.47

2. Curator: Mary Bedrick said the Leaf Lookers
Gemboree would be on October 17th, 18th, and
19th. She will be looking for hosts and Bruce
Siegfried will be looking for demonstrators for
those days.
(Cont’d to page 3)
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General Meeting cont’d
3. Museum Manager: Ray Behr said that he
fixed the threshold in front of the slammer. All
the lights in cases are in working order. There are
new storage cabinets for Debra for the gift shop.
Ted Robles will put down the hours for those
scheduled for hosting. Wally Smith and Ray put
more gravel down in the museum’s driveway. He
asked that you please do not re-arrange items that
are in the Gift Shop and if you are hosting, please
do not leave the door open.

4. Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried reported that there
are two books on North Carolina. There are six
sets of Australian books on opals. And she said
that all the hosts are doing a good job in the Gift
Shop.

5. Work Shop: Wally Smith reported that the
class with John Hayes went very well and that
there will be a new class next month with Joe
Muncher.

6. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that he has
sent out more brochures to the visitors’ centers. 
A week after the Gemboree is Pumpkin Fest and
we will need hosts, then November 28th is the
Tree Lighting Ceremony. Dan Tours came into
the Museum and made a video of the whole
museum. On September 4th at 5 p.m. David
Notestine, Wally Smith, Della Samuel, and Fred
Plesner will be interviewed on our local Franklin
radio station.

7. Fred received an email from a Jessica Lauren,
who is originally from Franklin. She is a TV
hostess on a Gem show and is interested in our
society. (Fred says she is a good-looking lady.)

8. Field Trips: John Hayes and Roy Ramsey
reported that they would be at the site on the
28th. We need to wear our nametags; we will
need a shovel and a sifting screen with ¼-inch
holes. This field trip is for members only. Please
meet at outside of Ingles at 10:00 a.m. to car
pool.

Business:
David Notestine wrote up a Museum Accident

Policy. It will be read again next month and decided
upon.

The list of new officers was read and Wally
Smith made a motion to elect said officers. Gail
Anderson seconded it and motion was passed.

Kim Cochran, our guest speaker, donated all door
prizes.

Door prize winners were:
1. Lester Wardway 2. Linda Smith 3. Gail Notestine
4. Linda Behr 5. Marilyn Kolle 6. Donna Lambert
7. Chester Willette 8. James Syrrakos 9. Dean
Plesner

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Kim Cochran was our guest speaker and spoke
about Bowen’s Reaction Series.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon John, secretary

August Program Report
By Fran Rasmusson

“How Rocks Are Formed” was a very 
interesting presentation by Kim Cochran, a very
knowledgeable rockhound and retired fireman. Kim
brought many rock specimens to pass around and
explain, such as pumice, granite, quartz, shale, coal,
lava, sandstone, slate, schist, marble and more. He
shared that the three forms of rocks are Igneous,
Sedimentary and Metamorphic.

Igneous rocks are formed by heat. Examples:
lava, pumice, granite and quartz. Sedimentary rocks
are sediments from other rocks. Examples: shale
and sandstone.

Metamorphic rocks are changed rocks by heat,
pressure, or time. Examples: coal, slate, schist and
more.

Magma is underground; Lava is above ground.
Pumice is lava fluid spewed from volcanoes, has

tiny gas bubbles. They float and are commonly
found on the beaches of New Zealand.

Granite is magma cooled, quartz, mica and
potassium feldspar.

Shale is mud with fossils.
Coal is hydrocarbons formed by plants.
Sandstone is quartz grains from rivers and

beaches.
Slate is metamorphosed thin layered, hard rock,

used for roofing material, abundant in Seneca Falls,
N.Y.

Schist is crystalline, layered, brittle stone.
Murphy Marble is pink and gray, mined locally

in Nantahala Gorge.

(Cont’d to page 4)
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August Program…..(cont’d from pager 3)
Graves Mountain, Ga. is quartz and kyanite

stone.
Stone Mountain, Ga. is quartz monzonite,

igneous rock, and more sodium than potassium,
thus not exactly granite! (See definition of granite.)
“Stone Mountain is said to be the largest 

exposed dome of ‘granite’ in North America, rising 
700 feet above the surrounding plain, with a
circumference at the base of over seven miles. It has
a carved head of General Robert E. Lee, as a
memorial to the Confederacy.”    Source: 
Encyclopedia Americana

A similar sized dome of stone rises out of the
Atlantic Ocean just off the coast of Prestwick,
Scotland. We observed it, with great interest, when
visiting a friend in 2001.

In essence, rocks and human bodies have a great
deal in common. We all are made up of minerals.
We become more polished with pressure and heat!

World's Easiest Quiz (Maybe)
(Passing requires 4 correct answers)

1) How long did the Hundred Years War last?
2) Which country makes Panama hats?
3) From which animal do we get catgut?
4) In which month do Russians celebrate the
October Revolution?
5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?
6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after
what animal?
7) What was King George VI's first name?
8) What color is a purple finch?
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?
10) What is the color of the black box in a
commercial airplane?

(Answers on page 6)

2009 dues are now due. Please mail to Museum
with attention “membership chairman.” You may 
also bring to a monthly meeting. Dues are $10 per
adult and under age 18, dues are $3. The
membership includes the monthly newsletter and
admission to field trips.

Thank you!!! Linda Behr, membership chairman

Gem Care
By Linda Behr for the Mountain Gem

I’m continuing on Gem Care by Fred Ward. (A
book from our Gift Shop.)

We all know that gem care is crucial to the
longevity of the stone’s beauty. Never use
toothpaste to clean your jewelry; it can contain
abrasives near the hardness of quartz.

Only use strong commercial products when you
are sure they will NOT damage your jewelry. The
gold may hold up but the stone may not.

Sometimes after applications of commercial
cleaners, porous gems, such as pearls, malachite,
and turquoise may be discolored or damaged by
cleaning fluids they absorb. A good example is a
diamond and pearl ring. Use only the fluids and
techniques that are safe for the PEARL. Silver
polish works fine for sterling, but it can ruin porous
gems set in silver. Ammonia is a particular threat;
only harder, nonporous crystalline (crystal) gems
can withstand it.

Using warm soapy water is the economical and
simplest solution for cleaning most gems, except for
diamonds. Diamonds are magnets for soap and
grease, which make them look dull. Ultrasonic
cleaners work safely on diamonds and a few other
gems due to the vibrating at hundreds or thousands
of times a second.
“Gems are a gift from the earth and the sea. Care

and regular cleaning will keep your jewelry safe
and beautiful, assuring it a long life.”

Southeast Federation Annual
Meeting will be in Nashville,
Tennessee, on December 13, 2008

Have you written your letter to
Representative Heath Shuler?! Don’t 
delay now that he has returned to his
job. Refer to August’s newsletter for 
more details.
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Mineral of the Month - Spinel
By Ted Robles for the Mountain Gem

Chemically speaking, Spinel is Magnesium
Aluminum Oxide, which means, basically, that it is
a close cousin to Corundum (Aluminum Oxide),
hence a close relative to the gemstones Sapphire
and Ruby. Actually, Spinel, being a series of
oxides, can be thought of as the great imitator; in
color it may be red, violet, pink, blue, green,
yellow, orange, brown, black, or colorless. Being
compounds of two metals with Oxygen, it can vary
from transparent to opaque. It belongs to the
isometric crystal system, frequently appearing as
cubic, octahedral, or dodecahedral crystals, as
grains or masses, or as pebbles. In hardness it is 7.5
–8, specific gravity 3.8 ± 0.3, white streak, luster
vitreous to dull, Conchoidal fracture, no cleavage,
brittle. It is a well-known mimic of other
gemstones, depending on the nature and quantity of
the oxides present. It has been confused with, and
often sold as, Ruby, Topaz, Tourmaline, Emerald,
Sapphire, and Zircon.

Some of the world’s most famous “Rubies” 
(notably “The Black Prince’s Ruby,” which is the 
centerpiece of the English Crown Jewels) are
actually Ruby Spinels. Gem quality Spinel is found
in Myanmar (Burma), Sri Lanka (Ceylon),
Madagascar, Canada, New York, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Massachusetts, and Montana.
Associated minerals are calcite, corundum,
hornblende, olivine, marble, and mica. Spinels are
important gemstones, less popular than they
deserve, possibly because they are so easily
confused with other stones. Their beauty and
durability are undeniable; while softer than
Corundum or Topaz, they take a magnificent polish,
and deserve a place in anyone’s gem collection. 
They may, in fact, be more economical than more
well known stones, because they are “Only” 
Spinels, yet they may rival more popular gems in
sheer beauty. As gems, they are definitely desirable;
as items for the Lapidary, they are easier to work
than their more famous cousins, being softer than
corundum or topaz, and much more durable than
emerald. Whether you are a collector, a lapidary, or
merely a person who admires beauty, Spinel is a
gemstone worthy of consideration.

Sources:
Sinkankas, J. Mineralogy, A first Course; Princeton,
NJ, D.Van Nostrand, 1966
Arem, J.E., Gems and Jewelry; Tucson, AZ,
Geoscience Press, 1992
http://www.minerals.net/mineral/oxides/spinel/spin
el.htm

SAFETY ARTICLE
(Due to my needing to publish this month’s newsletter 

earlier than usual, I do not have our monthly great safety
article by Don Monroe. Editor)

TOXIC ROCKS
Author unknown

Mineral samples can be dangerous as any
chemical found in chemistry labs. People wrongly
assume that “they are not dangerous because they 
are “natural.” Dangerous levels have not been
established for many minerals known to be
hazardous.

It only takes 0.3 grams of the mineral orpiment
or realgar to kill a 150-pound man; arsenopyrite is
similarly dangerous. Greenockite is very toxic if
ingested or inhaled.

Poison fumes can be released by heating
minerals like antimony, arsenic, barium, cadmium,
copper, lead, mercury, nickel, selenium and zinc
must be treated with caution. Licking or tasting
minerals in the field is as risky as tasting wild
mushroom to see if they are toxic. It’s a much better 
idea to carry along a water-filled squirt bottle to
check out that special rock you find on your field
trip. Harmful effects are most likely if the mineral is
soluble in water or stomach acid. Acute symptoms
include dryness and burning of the nasal cavities,
gastroenteritis, delirium, coma, and even death.

Always use caution when dealing with minerals,
especially the unfamiliar materials.

JAX GEMS April 2003

Humorous Quotes

“Why do you sit there looking like an envelope 
without any address on it?”  Mark Twain

“His mother should have thrown him away and 
kept the stork.” Mae West

“Some cause happiness where they go; others, 
whenever they go.” Oscar Wilde
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Are you A Club Member Or A Club Visitor?
By Gail Notestine for The Gem & Mineral Society of

Franklin, North Carolina

October, will be the first anniversary of my
membership in the Franklin Gem & Mineral
Society and I always wondered how we managed to
get so much done with so few members. After
attending the August meeting, I was totally
surprised at how many members we actually have!
At least, how many people we have that PAY
DUES and attend the monthly meetings.

There is a vast difference between just paying
dues and being a MEMBER of an organization.

Membership entails getting INVOLVED.

A member attends meetings, volunteers in the
museum, serves on committees, brings food to
dinners and banquets, makes suggestions on how to
better serve the club and implements these
suggestions, helps with maintenance and general
club and museum continuation.

Going by that criteria, we have very few club
MEMBERS. The balance of work has fallen VERY
heavily upon a very few people! It seems like the
Board of Directors and a few members do 90% of
the work in the club.

The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society offers
many perks to its members and many take
advantage of the perks. We have craft nights,
lapidary equipment for member use, free classes on
jewelry making and other gem related crafts, a
wonderful museum that we open for special tours
for members and visitors on days that the museum
is NOT open, field trips, discounts at the museum
gift shop, etc. The list goes on and on.

I don't care what your excuse is; you can give
ONE day a month to helping at the museum. Other
than death or hospitalization, there really aren't any
acceptable excuses.

If you are elderly, we have chairs. Most of your
day is spent sitting and talking.

You say you don't drive. Who brought you to
the August meeting? Talk that person into
volunteering on the same day!

You say you don't know that much about gems
and minerals. Volunteering at the museum is an
educational experience. You will learn more just
by being there.

David and I have our own businesses and work
60-70 hour weeks and still find time to volunteer in
OUR museum. That's right, it is OUR museum.
This museum is the baby of EVERY member, in the
club, and like a baby it needs attention to continue
to thrive!

A new club year is starting and each and every
MEMBER of the club should give at least a couple
of hours a month to our club and museum. We have
a new President and Vice President, a clean slate
and a lot of exciting things planned for the coming
year.

If you don't know what to volunteer for, just ask.
The Museum Curator, the Museum Manager or any
Committee Chairmen and Director can ALWAYS
use help.

Make a New Year's Resolution to give of
yourself to the club that gives to you.

Installation Banquet
Don’t forget to “dress up” for our Installation 

Banquet. There only a few times that we get to put
forth our best attire. Men do not need to wear suits.

Aren’t you relieved????

> ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ from page 4
>
1) 116 years
2) Ecuador
3) Sheep and Horses
4) November
5) Squirrel fur
6) Dogs
7) Albert
8) Crimson
9) New Zealand
10) Orange, of course.
>
> What do you mean you failed?
> Pass this on to some other brilliant friends


