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ON TUESDAY, NOT THURSDAY
OCTOBER 26™, WE WILL HOLD
OUR MEETING AT THE MACON
COUNTY COMMUNITY BUILDING
AT 6:30 P.M.
THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM WILL
BE PRESENTED BY DEBRA AND
ELIZABETH SIEGFRIED ON THEIR
WEEK AT WILD ACRES.
WE WILL ALSO DISCUSS THE
CHANGES IN THE BY/LAWS.
WE WILL VOTE ON THE NEW
BY/LAWS.

Topaz — November’s Birthstone
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Once upon a time, all yellow and brown gems
were called “Topaz,” even though they may have
been Citrine, Carnelian, Golden Beryl, or other
stone of the color. The name apparently came from
the 1sland of Topazos, in the Red Sea, which is
now called Zebirget It was the tenth stone in
Aaron's breastplate.

Chemically  speaking, Aluminum

Hydroxy Fluoro Silicate.

Topaz 1s

As stones go, it 1s not very brilliant, having a
refractive index of 1.624 + 0.014, only slightly
more brilliant than quartz. It is transparent,
frequently multiply fractured. Crystallographically,
it is in the Orthorhombic system, with multiply
faceted terminations, and a perfect basal cleavage.
(Entirely too perfect, according to facetors who
were unaware of its tendency to cleave at the
application of pressure, even when scratch-testing
for hardness, so all facets must be well away from
the base plane.)

It occurs in many colors, from colorless through
pink (“Champagne”™ Topaz), through vellow,
orange (“Imperial” Topaz) to red, and pale to deep
blue (“London Blue” Topaz) also violet and green.
Its hardness is 8.0, specific gravity 3.54 = 0.02,
with an uneven conchoidal fracture and vitreous
luster. From perfect crystals of less than a carat
from the Thomas Range in Utah, to walnut to fist-
size water-worn pebbles from the streams in
Mason County, Texas, to two hundred pound
boulders in the Ukraine, or six hundred pound

masses in Brazil, it occurs nearly worldwide,
notable locations being in Sri Lanka, Australia,
Malagasy, and the British Isles. Only the Orange-
vellow “Imperial” Topaz is properly the November
birthstone, but no one will argue with you if you
choose the blue. However, since the deepest blues
are created by irradiation, it is well to check to see
i an attractive blue stone is radioactive!

It is a fun stone for the Rockhound because of its
gemmy appearance in the field, a fiendish stone for
the facetor because of its perfect cleavage, and a
delight to the wearer, because of its attractiveness.
A flawless Golden Topaz is extremely valuable
because of its rarity, and a Champagne Topaz
because of its unusual color.

All in all, Topaz 1s a most satisfactory stone,
resistant to abrasion because of its hardness, and of
lasting beauty if treated with the respect due to the
stone of royalty. Since antiquity, it has been known
as the stone of lasting friendship. Wear it in good

health!
Sources; Prinz, Harlow, and Peters, Simon and Schuster's
Guide to Rocks and Minerals

A. Hyatt Vervill, Minerals, Metals, and Gems
John Sinkankas, MINERALOGY, A First Course

NOYEMBER

BIRTHDAYS A
17 - Della Samuel /
20 - Molly Miller

30 - Bob Wolfskeil cli\o

ANNIVERSARIES
1 - Dave & Chick Snvder

October Pumpkin Fest on Saturday, October 23
will provide the opportunity
for club members to set up
tables in our parking lot to
sell their lapidary items.
Please stay in our parking lot
and keep items related to
lapidary only. We will need hosts in the Museum
during this day, even if you decide to only host for
a couple of hours. WE NEED TO KEEP OUR
MUSEUM OPEN!!! We expect to have a lot of
visitors during this day.
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Special Board And Museum Committee Meeting Of September 6, 2004

fcondensed for space by editor)

This September combined meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society
was called to order by President Linda Behr, at
6:00 p.m. on September 6, 2004, in the museum
Meeting Room. Present were: Ray Behr, Fred and
Dean Plesner, Ted Robles, Jack Jungles, Wally and
Doris Smith, Violette Ruffley, Lonnie and Nancy
Stalcup, Claire Miller, Mary Bedrick, Lorie and
Chip Sackman, Debra and Bruce Siegfried and
Barbara Wing; absent was Linda Smith.

Linda Behr will undergo surgery on Friday,
September 10, 2004 at Wake Forest in Winston-
Salem. Ted Robles will take on responsibility of
acting president of Gem and Mineral Club until
she is able to resume her duties.

Jack Jungles: Fair coming up. Debra Siegfried has
display board. No one will be sitting at it.

There will be brochures on table. Dates are
September 15,16,17,18,19.

Linda Behr: Saturday nights hosts needed during
Pickin' on the Square. We need a chairperson.

Tricia Steelman passed away. She has given as a
permanent loan a dinosaur egg, which is upstairs
with the fossils. Mr. Kline, who did the Bismuth
program has also passed away. In addition to
books being donated to the Macon County Library,
we should have additional ways of donations in
memory of sameone.

Ted Robles: The By-laws committee has finished
with the revisions. They will be available at the
September meeting. Compare them with your old
ones. October meeting will be discussion of the
by-laws. Many changes have been made.

Wally Smith coordinating classes with Joe
Muncher; set up for September 25th, 10 to noon.

Wally Smith will take care of the recognition
plaque for Maurice Phillippe's equipment (to read
"donated in memory of Maurice Phillippe.) They
will go on the faceting machine and the cabochon
machine.

Chip and Lori Sackman spoke on possibly doing a
ring raffle or other kind of item once a month. The
VEW and American Legion sell things at their
affairs for other people and then add their fee

(which could be $25 ar $50) to the lowest price we
would take for the item. They have good sales.

Kay Kennedy 1s helping Dean Plesner with the
library.

Discussed putting benches out front. Linda Behr is
opposed to any advertising being put on benches.
Rhoda (Haber) volunteered $25.00 for a bench.
Chip Sackman volunteered to make us a bench and
we will reimburse him for supplies.

Ray Behr has been taking care of the soft drinks.
He has not taken money out of the bank account.
Debra Siegfried will take care of sodas and snacks
while Ray 1s unable.

Debra Siegfried: Had a special visitor Friday at
museum. John Culberson, Texas congressman,
brought his wife and seven vear old to the museum
and to Sheffield Mine. This was a result of seeing
our website!

Bruce Siegfried: The Presley mine did not close.
They are still open.

Debra Siegfried: Gift Shop i1s doing well. Sold
3100 worth of rocks recently. Ray Behr: In the
future we hope to have our gift shop items on our
website.

Installation Dinner: Valerie Harrison will take care
of setting up and Mollie Miller along with Violette
Ruffley will help her. Ted Robles spoke on the fact
that only a few people signed up so far. Date is
September at the Community Building. Violette
Ruffley will take care of all door prizes. Will give
out tickets.

Nancy Stalcup has information on scholarships.

Ray Behr spoke on the silent auction being held to
benefit a group of terminally ill children, by the
Mountain Federal Credit Union. Debra Siegfried
will take some things to auction from the gift shop.

Seagul School children coming on September 22,
23, 24 They will be here by 9:30 am. We need 8
hosts for each morning for one hour. (On Friday
will be 65 children).

Linda Smith will be Education Director.

(cont’d.)
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Special Meeting of September 6, 2004 (cont’d.)

Linda Behr: We are going to do gem trees. Jan
Robles has volunteered to teach the class. If Della
Samuel is back in October she will help. Della had
to go back to Florida due to the hurricane damage.

Fred Plesner: Book project for Historical Society.
In the process of publishing a book on the history
of Franklin to be out next spring for Franklin’s
150th anniversary.

Fred Plesner: Will arrange a meeting with Linda
Harbuck on the October Gemboree. We will try to
set a date with the city electrician. Since next year
is the town's 150th anniversary, would like to
spruce the town up. Perhaps we can participate in
the Pumpkin Fest 10/23. Holiday treats to be
dispensed at Pumpkin Fest, (not on Halloween
also). For any new members this is an opportunity
to set up and sell their lapidary items for their own
profit. Streets of Franklin: Had problems with
parking. City finally agreed this was not the
merchants’ responsibility and the city will try to
resolve the conflict.

Debra Siegfried: We have decided not to do the
rummage sale this year. Museum will be open by
appointment throughout the year. We will not strip
the gift shop.

Ray Behr: Ring raffle will be next month. Gift
shop had sales of $1,231, with profit of $835 (due
to purchases made). Total museum 3918 profit;
total income for the month $1097.60 profit.

Mary Bedrick 1s collecting money for dues

Fred Plesner had an email from Bob Scott, town
alderman regarding the Burrell Building.

Linda Behr: This winter we will renovate outside.
Looking for ideas.

Wally Smith: Will need a winter workshop
manager. Will put in newsletter.

Debra Siegfried: How about a different class every
month? Wally Smith will check and ask different
people.

We have a donation of Herkimer diamonds that are
located in the States Room.

There being no further business,

adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

meeting

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary

‘“‘\
G
ety ' .

1Y
Linda Behr, President and Editor

Well, T have survived the head surgery but T will
still be out of circulation for a while since I need
radiation treatments.

Ted will continue in my position. He keeps me
informed on what is happening. Since we have a
great working relation, you’ll be getting two for
the price of one. Ray Behr is still running around
doing odd jobs for us both. We are so fortunate to
have these great men in our club.

Our Installation Banquet had to be moved to the
Party Zone due to FEMA taking over the
Community Center. We had a very good turnout of
members. When Valerie took over as refreshment
chairman, the banquet was not in her job
description. Our thanks go to Valerie Harrison for
calling members to enquire as to what food they
were bringing.

We are fortunate in still having the Gemboree,
especially since we rely on this income for the
running of The Franklin Gem and Mineral
Museum. We thank Fred Plesner for all his work in
the organization of the Gemboree! He is always
behind the scene working on something for the
club.

We wish our “summer” members a safe trip home
and are looking forward to your return next year.

Please send Mary Bedrick your dues and all
current address/addresses, telephone, birthday and
anniversary information! !!!

NEEDED:
Members to volunteer to bring refreshments to
the October and November monthly meetings.
As Linda Behr announced at a meeting, if
people do not volunteer, we will discontinue
having refreshments. Please call me at 349-
1613 to volunteer your services. Thank you

for bemg an active member in your
organization.
HAVE A GREAT AUTUMN.

Valerie Harrison
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Oviraptor

By Debra Siegfried,
Written for THE MOUNTAIN GEM

“Oviraptor” — an unfamiliar name to me, since
Science was the only subject I disliked in school.
“Owviraptor” — I just thought it was dino bone and
dino egg. But to Trisha it was Owiraptor. She
should know — she did extensive research on the
subject of dinosaurs and how they reproduced
before she purchased the beautiful specimen we
now have on display in our fossil room, at The
Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

Oviraptoridae — meaning egg thief or egg hunter —
had a parrot like short and deep skull, with a
stumpy beak and no teeth.

First discovered in 1923, being caught in the act of
stealing eggs laid by the Protoceratop, the
discovery indicated that the egg thief was
overcome, maybe in a sudden sandstorm, while
raiding the nest.

Palentologist George Olsen, on expedition in
Shabarakh USU, Mongolia, discovered the first
eggs ever to be identified as belonging to a
dinosaur.

Tricia Steelman was a fellow worker at Wal-Mart.
I soon learned that she loved nature, birds, flowers
and rocks and minerals. T invited her to join our
local club and she accepted the invitation. Being a
member for the last two vears she hosted the
museum, hosted at the Gem Show and was a
cashier at our big Curator auction in the spring of
2003,

Tricia fought illness for a full year before leaving
us on September 5, 2004.

Among Tricia’s last wishes was the request for her
“Oviraptor” egg to be put on display in The
Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum, for its
protection and for many people to enjoy, just as it
had brought her much pleasure. We thank you
Tricia.

Resource material collected by the American
Museum of Natural History and Fxpeditions of The
Mongolian Academy of Sciences. “Ruling Reptiles
Carnivorous Dinosaurs™:  page 109, 165, 198
From the Western Gobi.

That “Common” Mica
By H H “Tom” QOdiorne

I will bet that most “Rock Hounds,” mineral
collectors, earth science teachers, and professional
geologists have someone ask them to venify that
the sparkle in a rock hand specimen they have
found 1s “gold” Of course, it may be pyrite,
“Fool’s Gold,” or then again it may be that very
brilliant but “worthless” commeon mineral, mica.

“Worthless,” you say? Not quite! As an insulator
of electrical and heating devices, mica has, no
doubt, been the most important commercial
mineral used in the electrical industry in the United
States, if not the world, according to recent studies
made by the U.S. Bureau of Mines.

The history of the mining of mica goes back to
nearly 2000 years B.C. in India where it was
believed that sparks from lightning flashes were
preserved in the ground as mica. What thev used
the mica for, in medicines, ornaments, and
decorative purposes, again, was because of its
sparkle. Canada and the United States, having the
most recognized deposits of mica in the new
world, began to actively mine these deposits as the
electrical industries developed. The mining of
mica, and its uses really came to life during World
War I, but before, mica was highly valued as an
insulator. The Ruggles Mine in New Hampshire
was famous for producing large sheets of mica
used in early automobiles and buggies for side
windows and, also, in “pot-bellied” stove, common
for heating homes and other buildings. The mine
opened in 1803 and produced many other
pegmatite minerals for collectors.

Here in Colorado, sheets ten inches square were
once produced from mines near Idaho Springs.
Times have changed, but not long ago, kitchen
toasters contained thin sheets of mica for
msulation, and so did flat irons.

As one progresses into mineral collecting, one
discovers that the mineral mica includes several
species having their own particular physical and
chemical characteristics. In Colorado, we have the
common muscovite, biotite and several other
varieties such as zinnwaldite, lepidolite,
phlogopite, etc.

Near Pala, California lavender lepidolite mica
containing sprays of small pink tourmaline crystals
(cont’d)
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That “Common” Mica (cont’d)
provide attractive collection specimens, and the
same lepidolite in small mines at Texas Creek,
Fremont County, Colorado, black schorl.

The huge deposits of muscovite at Micaville,
Georgia have been abandoned for many vears.
Many of us have specimens of rose-colored mica
from the Harding Mine in New Mexico. These are
unusually attractive, and occasionally, one can
acquire equally attractive specimens of green
chrome mica. Most collectors see mica as a
common component of granite or schist, or as a
tiny sparkle in a stream. Then again, as paper-thin
sheets in a broken flat iron, but as perfectly formed
crystals in a cabinet specimen, that’s different! It
may not be gold, but as a beautiful specimen, it’s
hard to find!

Source: Pick & Pack 2/03; via The Glacial Drifter %
s L -‘{o// o H -"(o// -‘\"o// -'\'0// -‘\"o// "{Q// v‘{ol/ o
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Curator Comments ...

Smithsonite
By Bruce Siegfried, curator for The Franklin Gem
and Mineral Museum, written for The Mountain Gem

Smithsonite offers the mineral collector glowing
colors that are soft and seductive.

Or as Bob Jones put it in “Smithsonite” (Rock and
Gem, Nov. 1972), “Smithsonite rarely forms
crystals, 1t forms wvery much like massive
malachite, in banded mammillary crusts and earthy
fillings. It can even form small stalactites. Tt forms
beautiful vibrant colors in the massive form. Found
in thick crusts of fine color and possessing a
hardness of about 5, smithsonite is appealing to the
mineral collector and the lapidary.”

Actually, smithsonite usually runs a little softer
than 3, closer to 4 %2 But it certainly has a true
variety of colors, and 1s especially appreciated in
blue, green, pink, and yellow.

Perky pink is good, when cobalt 1s present, much
pink comes out of Mexico.

Copper impurities account for the juicy botryoidal
blue/green of the most famous U.3. location.

For vou cannot speak of smithsonite without
mentioning the Kelly mine, of Magdelena, New
Mexico. (I went there once, no town, in fact there
was just one building, fortunately, it is a rock
shop).

Serious mining has stopped, but great specimens
are still being brought out. It seems that
smithsonite was so abundant here that it was used
for grave markers by the miners.

Of course dull brown, and unexciting gray/white
exist in Smithsonite specimens too.

Crystals are an uncommon occurrence in
smithsonite, except as found in Tsumeb, Namibia.
This source has provided exciting crystal
specimens. The copper mines here are our current
best source of good smithsonite.

Does the name of this mineral ring a bell? Here 1s
vour clue. It is named for James Smithson, an
English scientist who never saw America. Now do
yvou know who he is? Here is another clue. When
he died in 1829, his estate-valued at over half a
million dollars, was left to the United States
government. Why?

To start an “establishment for the increase and
diffusion of knowledge.” Today this place is better
known by the term— Smithsonian’. An early
mineralogist and a philanthropist, why not honor
him by naming a mineral after him; and our
national museum as well.

Then there is ‘turkey fat’ smithsonite, (guess what
it looked like), banded in intense yellow, having
cadmium, or included with greenockite, once
found in Arkansas and Illinois. And yellow
stalactitic smithsonite was once abundant in
Sardinia.

Then too, the lively vellow crystals found at
Broken Hill, NSW, Australia, were the best ever!
Very rare 27 crystals were found.

Smithsonite 1s not an uncommon mineral, and has
been found in zinc mines of New Jersey, and in
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Tennessee. Arizona
and Utah have produced some too. Sadly, most
smithsonite was crushed and melted for zinc.

Hopefully you possess some of this attractive
mineral in your collection.

Sources: Smithsonite, by Bob Jones, November
1972 issue of Rock & Gem’ magazine Smithsonite,
Tsumeb, Namibia, by Dr. Robert Cook in the
May/June 2000 issue of Rocks and Minerals
Magazine

Next time you’re in the museum, look
smithsonite up, found in cases #36 and #45.






