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JCIN US FOR GUR
ANNUAL INSTALLATION
BANQUETY
ON SEPTEMBER 30T
AT THE MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY BUILDING
ON HIGHWAY 441 SOUTHE
AT 6:90 P
THE CLUBR WILL PREOVIBE THE MEAT

ANTY ARE ASHING MEMBERSE TO
BRING A4 COVERED INSH TO SHARE.

THERE IS A FYOUBD SIGHN UP SHEET 1IN
THE MUSEUM OR PLEASE CALL
VALERIE HARRISON {340-1813 CGR
VIGLETTE RUFTFLEY (GE24-044 7}
WITH THE NAME OF THE DISH YOoU
PLAN TO BRING.

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALLI

OCTOBER

BIRTHDAYS
2 — Pat Wolfskeil
: 14 — Jan Robles
/ 20 — Shirley Baughman
\ 20 — Dottie Tari
23 — Bill Parrish
c,i? 24 — Wally Smith

25 — Lonnie Stalcup
31 — Ina Muncher

ANNIVERSARIES

13 — Chip & Lori Sackman
15 — Rick & Shirley Baughman

SEPTEMBER, 2004

OPAL - OCTOBER’'S BIRTHSTONE
By Ted Robles, for The Mountain Gem

Opal is certainly one of the most intriguing, as
well as one of the most beautiful gemstones even
though it has no crystalline structure, probably unique
among gem quality minerals. Properly speaking, it is
hydrous Silica; not enough water to be silica gel, and
varying in amount. While most Opal 1s not “Gemmy,”
that which is can be among the most sought after of
gems. The varied water content accounts for its wide
range of specific gravity, which is 2.240.3. TIts structure
1s close-packed microscopic spheres, whose reflections
of light give rise to the play of color, which is its most
prized characteristic. Tt is reasonably hard (5.5 — 6), and
while it has no cleavage, it 1s very fragile, partly
because under adverse conditions i1t can lose water,
becoming brittle. Indeed, it 1s the latter property, which
gave rise to the legend that Opal was bad luck! (If a
stone you have purchased for the price of a small farm
cracks or breaks, that can feel like very bad luck,
indeed!) Opal is famously found in Australia; also in
Hungary, Romania, Turkey, Italy, Mexico, Honduras,
Brarzil, and Nevada, Oregon, and Idaho. It has also been
synthesized, and some quite handsome specimens are
man-made. One of the sternest warnings about Opal is
“If you have Investment Grade Opal, do NOT keep it in
a Safe-deposit box at the Bank!” The reason is that the
atmosphere in vaults 1s kept at very low humidity in
order to protect paper. Opal kept under these conditions
turns to sand in short order! The best way to protect
Opal, paradoxically enough, is to wear it! The natural
humidity surrounding the skin is sufficient to keep most
Opal from losing water. If vou can’t wear it all the
time, it may be kept in water or in a humidified canister.
Whether black, white, or “Fire;” direct or “Contra-luz”
(where the color 1s visible only when you look through
the stone), cut into a cabochon or as part of a “Doublet”
or “Triplet” wherein the precious stone is protected
under a dome of clear Quartz it can be among the most
handsome gems in your collection. If you were born in
October, it is your birthstone, and is properly worn as
such. But even for those born in other months, a piece
of Opal jewelry is not out of place and for sheer beauty
deserves a spot in everyone’s jewel box. Wear it in
good health!

DUES ARE DUE!!! PLEASE GIVE THEM TO MARY BEDRICK OR
SEND THEM TO THE MUSEUM ATTENTION: MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMAN WITH ALL CURRENT INFORMATION SO THAT SHE

CAN UPDATE YOUR RECORDS!!!
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

As many of you know, I have been diagnosed with a
brain tumor. 1 will be temporarily stepping aside and
letting our quite competent vice-president take over the
reins. Now for some of you this will be a relief of not
having me looking over your shoulder.

One of our newer members just passed away, Tricia
Steelman. We will have more on her and what she has
done for our club in our next newsletter.

When leaving a message or note for someone, including

your editor, please leave your name in case there are
any questions.

WORKSHOP NEWS
From Wally Smith

We are in the process of redoing the workshop. There
will be (3) three faceting machines, three cabochon
machines, various size trim saws, tumblers and other
types of equipment.

Classes will be available for those wishing to learn to
use any of them. Anyone willing to teach Faceting,
Cabochon, wire wrapping, soldering, beading,
silversmithing or anything else please contact me at
828-369- 7695,

Joe Muncher will have a class on Bevel Mounting on
Saturday, September 25" from 10 a.m. to noon.

(Please remember that these classes are only offered to
our club members who are active in anyway with our
Society.)

Signs
At a music store:

Out to Iunch.

Bach at 12:30. Offenbach sooner.

Car lot: The best way to get on your
feet...Miss a car payment.
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Refreshment Chairman Report
From Valerie Harrison

[ would like to thank Molly Miller and Della Samuel for
taking care of the August ice cream
social refreshments. It was great to
see so many octogenarians at the
meeting, so all of wus were
celebrating their contributions to
our organization. Thank you, Molly and Della for
making my second month as refreshment chairman so
successtul.

Classes

Several people expressed an interest in
making “gem trees.” Unfortunately,
Della Samuel, who was to be the
instructor, had te return to Florida to
take care of the damage to her house
from hurricane “Charley™!

Jan Robles has volunteered to teach the class, but does
not know who is interested. If you are of the would-be
tree makers, please call her at 524-8153, and discuss
possible times.
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YOU'RE RIGHT FRANK..- /
YOU HAVE GOT A PROBLEM /

By Harlan "Rocky" West
From T-Town Rockhound 11/61 & 7/98

via SCRIBE 2002

This month’s Board Meeting
has been rescheduled!
Ted Robles will contact
members.
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The Franklin Gem And Mineral Society August Board Of Directors Meeting August 17,2004
{condensed for publication)

The August meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was called to order
by President Linda Behr, at 6:00 p.m. on August 17,
2004, in the museum Meeting Room. Present were: Ray
Behr, Fred Plesner, Ted Robles, Jack Jungles, Linda
Smith, Mary Bedrick and Barbara Wing. Also present:
Jenna Smith.

There being no changes or corrections to the minutes,
they were accepted as published in The Mountain Gem.

TREASURER'S REPORT Ray Behr: Club income
$274.10; Museum income $164.69, for total income of
$438.79. Detailed report on file.

THE MOUNTAIN GEM Deadline is September 7, 2004,

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner still
out of town. Linda Behr sent thank-vou note to
Mr.Schabilion, the owner of the property where trailer
is parked.

Linda Behr stated we had received a thank-vou note
from a woman who won one of the door prizes at the
Gemboree.

OLD BUSINESS:

MUSEUM Jack Jungles has arranged for us to have an
information area at the County Fair. We will use the
same display board as we had at the Gemboree and will
leave our brochures at the area. No one is allowed to sit
with the information/education booth. Waiting for John
Profit to get back. Not sure if we have a space.

SEPTEMBER INSTALLATION/BANQUET This will
be free plus a covered dish and will be held at the
Macon County Center. Mary Bedrick has offered to
bring (and cook!) a turkey; other meat may be included.
This will be our installation and awards banquet.

SATURDAY NIGHT HOSTING (Pickin' on the
Square). Went very well. We need a board member to
handle the signup of two people per Saturday night
(6:30-9:30). Mary and Sam Bedrick will do two more
Saturday nmights. It is taken care of now through the end
of August.

WORKSHOP: Wally Smith has been appointed
Workshop Manager. He will be responsible for any
lapidary classes. When he is out of town, he will assign
someone to be responsible for the workshop.

FALL. DECORATIONS Fred Plesner: The Pumpkin
Fest (sponsored by the Streets Of Franklin) will be
October 23. Parking on Main Street problem has been
momentarily resolved. There will be two hour parking
with the curbing being painted.

GEMBOREE Fred Plesner: Went smoothly. Attendance
up slightly. Suggested that we take maps out to GL &
W. Four extension cords need to have ends repaired.
Will need $600-700 to stay in line with the fire marshal.
Maybe split with Chamber of Commerce. Need to get
with city electrician. Money up a little. Better response
by moving the demonstrators into the main room.

Our club received many items from Mary Rust, niece of
Maurice Phillippe. Wally will inventory all items and
also those donated by Gaye White.

The old copier will be offered for sale at the next
meeting. Possibly auction it.

Hosting vests are hung on the back of the door to the
library to use while hosting. Please do not take them
home. If any member no longer hosts and wishes to
donate them to the club, it would be much appreciated.
Anyone interested in making new vests?

SFMS representative, Ann Monroe has asked us to host
the SFMS meeting in March 2006. Friday night
informal, Saturday morning meeting will be the more
important one. We will need to check into motel
accommodations and which one has the largest meeting
room and if we could get that room for free. We would
receive $150 from SFMS.

Linda Behr: It has been brought to my attention that
hosts are leaving the Gift Shop unattended. We need
to have one host at all times in the area of the Gift
Shop or at least keep it in sight.

Barbara McRae will be the featured speaker at our
special August 26th ice cream social meeting, where we
will also honor the club members who are 80 or more
years of age.

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at
7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary






