THE MOUNTAIN GEM

THE NOVEMBER
MEETING WILL BE HELD
AT THE MACON COUNTY

COMMUNITY BUILDING
ON HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH
AT 6:30 P.M.

THIS MONTH’S
PROGRAM WILL
CONSIST OF THE
SHOWING OF THE
TRAVEL CHANNEL’S
VIDEO OF OUR MUSEUM
AND OF THE SHEFFIELD
MINE.

DEBRA AND ELIZABETH
SIEGFRIED ARE
HANDLING
REFRESHMENTS.
PLEASE CALL THEM IF
YOU CAN HELP.

DECEMBER

BIRTHDAYS
4 — Nancy Stalcup
7 — John Wilson
8 — Sam Bedrick
17 — Mittie King

20 — Lewis Pomerantz \ /
20 — Ray Behr

22 — L]Ilda Behr (o0
ANNIVERSARIES )

4 — Albert & Sandra Moceia

21 — Ted & Jan Robles (50" Wedding)
23 —Edgar & Barbara Wing

25 — Matt & DottieTari
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December’s Alternate
Birthstone—-“Tanzanite”
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Since the original birthstone for December is blue
Zircon, what more natural than that an alternate
gem would also be blue? The so-called
“Tanzanite,” which is actually a variety of Zoisite,
fills the bill admirably.

Chemically, it is basic Calcium Aluminum
Silicate. Mineralogically, it 1s in the ortho-rhombic
system, occurring in the form of multifaceted
prisms, usually striated.

Its hardness is 6 '2-7, specific gravity 3.35. it
possesses perfect cleavage, but its fracture 1s brittle
and uneven. Refractive Index 1s 1.695 + .005. it
has strong “pleochrism,” being wviolet-blue to
brown. It is not fluorescent.

There 1s no “lore™ connected with this gemstone,
since it is of recent discovery. In nature, the stone
is not very attractive, being yellowish or brownish;
however, upon heat treating to 400-500°C,
(approx. 750-930°F) the off-color disappears and
the stone becomes an attractive violet-blue. In spite
of the fact that it 1s a “manufactured” stone, it is
very popular and correctly so, since it is quite
attractive. It 1s, indeed, popular enough so that
glass imitations are on the market. It is a beautiful
stone, and quite valuable because of its rarity. (Not
all yellowish-brown Zoisite crystals will reward
you with a gem upon heating!) So, aside from the
usual warnming, “Caveat Emptor,” (let the buyer
beware!) if your Tanzanite is real, it is a valuable
gem. Guard it well, and wear it in good health,
whether you were born in December or not.

DUES ARE DUE!
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2004 Leaflooker’s Gemboree
By Fred Plesner Gemboree Chaivman

This was the Gemboree that almost wasn't. Many
of you remember our September Installation
Banquet when 1 announced that T had just come
from a Chamber of Commerce meeting where we
had decided to cancel the Gemboree because
FEMA. (the Federal Emergency Management
Agency) had just called and requested an extension
of their use of the Community Facilities Building,

Before our banquet concluded Chip Sackman
approached me and was adamant that we should
not cave in to the federal government and that we
could challenge city hall. T told him he had until
noon Friday because notices had to be sent to all
our dealers and press releases would have to be out
by Friday afternoon. Chip then talked to the
mayor, who then arranged a meeting with the
county manager to discuss the matter.

Friday morning I called the Chamber of
Commerce and asked them to hold everything until
I could get there. Chip then picked me up and we
discussed the matter with Linda Harbuck, the
Executive Director. She was not keen on the idea
so Chip then drove me to the community building
where 1 spoke to the FEM A site director and
explained the economic consequences of canceling
the Gemboree. The site director then called his
boss, Jack Broderick, and allowed me to talk with
him. It was agreed that we would have an answer
by noon Monday. Chip and I then went back to the
Chamber of Commerce and explained what had
occurred.

Chip was late for work and all I could do was wait
in uncertainty. At 11:45 am Monday I received a
call that F EM.A. would stand down for 4 days so
we could hold our Leaflooker’s Gemboree. Panic
was now the emotion of the moment since
everything now had to be put back in place.

Thank you, each and everyone for jumping back
into the fold. Without vou to act as hosts,
demonstrators, set-up and take down people, go
fetch, or just pass a steadying word to me
Whatever you did was done right and well. Thank
you.

The nice part 1s that the gate money was up over
last year and people were buying. Our dealers were
by and large very pleased by their sales and several
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new dealers were asking to be allowed back for
our July show.

What makes our Gemborees a success 1s all the
small things we do to please our dealers. You have

the formula down pat, just keep doing it.

Thank you Again, Fred Plesner

e
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

Please take the time to read our club members’
articles and the minutes taken by Barbara Wing.
You will learn so much from them concerning our
many activities.

[ will be able to receive e-mail during my absence.
So please keep those articles coming for
publication in our newsletter.

If you have a problem concerning the museum,
please call Jack Jungles or Chip Sackman. If you
have other concerns, you may e-mail or leave a
message at the house. I can’t say when [ will be
home; you just never know when TI'll pop into the
museum. And of course, don’t forget to call
whomever is listed as committee chairman for
your particular issue. These chairmen are listed on
the inside of the blue page. Ted Robles is still
acting as president.

A big “thank you” goes to Debra and Elizabeth
Siegfried for being the new coordinators of
refreshments for our monthly meetings. Hopefully,
they will get a lot of helpers! Maybe in the future
we can have some other members that are not
already volunteering for a job, to take on this
position.

Some of our members are wearing several hats to
cover the needed responsibilities of running the
club and museum. Remember, if you can help in
any way, you will be appreciated.

Our end of the year party will be held at the Party
Zone. It will be a covered dish as it was during the
Banquet/Installation Dinner. We hope to play our
annual game of bingo...no money.. just a game of
fun. So mark your calendars for December ot
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DUES ARE DUE!!

IF YOUR NAME IS HIGHLIGHTED, WE
HAVE NOT RECEIVED YOUR DUES FOR
2005. PLEASE SEND THEM TO THE
MUSEUM  ATTENTION: MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMAN, WITH ALL  CURRENT
INFORMATION SO THAT SHE CAN
VERIFY YOUR INFORMATION FOR THE
2005 MEMBERSHIP LIST. INCLUDE YOUR
ADDRESS (BOTH IF YOU HAVE TWO),
TELEPHONE NUMBER, E-MAIL. AND ANY
NEW INFORMATION.

FIREPLACE SAFETY
By Chuck McKie, CFMS Safety Chair 2002

Inspect Fireplaces. Have your chimney inspected
by a professional prior to the start of every heating
season. Creosote, a chemical substance that forms
when wood burns, builds up in chimneys and can
cause a chimney fire if the chimney is not properly
cleaned.

Always protect your family and home by using a
sturdy screen when buming fires. Remember to
burn only wood--never burn paper or pine boughs,
which can float out of the chimney and ignite a
neighboring home.

Never use flammable liquids in a fireplace. If you
are purchasing a factory-built fireplace, select one
listed by a testing laboratory, and have it installed
according to local codes.

Watch Your Wood Stoves. Be sure your wood or
coal stove bears the label of a recognized testing
laboratory and meets local fire codes. Follow
manufacturers' recommendations for proper use
and maintenance. Chimney connections and
chimney flues should be inspected at the beginning
of each heating season and cleaned if necessary.

Follow the same safety rules for wood stoves as
you would for space heaters.

Burn only wood, and be sure the wood stove is
placed on an approved stove board to protect the
floor from heat and hot coals. Be sure to check
with your local fire department and check local
codes before having your wood stove installed.
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Be Cautious With Portable and Space Heaters.
Place space heaters at least three feet away from
anything  combustible, including  wallpaper,
bedding, clothing, pets, and people.

Never leave space heaters operating when you are
not in the room or when you go to bed.

Don't leave children or pets unattended with space
heaters, and be sure evervone knows that drving
wet mittens or other clothing over space heaters 1s
a fire hazard.

Cook with Care. When cooking, do not wear loose
fitting clothing, which can be ignited by hot
burners.

Always turn pot handles n.

Don't store items on the stovetop; they could catch
fire. Keep kitchen appliances clean and in good
condition, and turn them off after use. Don't
overload electrical outlets, and don't use appliances
with frayed or cracked wires.

Prepare a Winter Storm Plan. Have extra blankets
on hand, and ensure that each member of your
household has a warm coat, gloves or mittens, hat,
and water-resistant boots.

Stay tuned for storm warnings by listening to
NOAH Weather Radio and your local radio and
television stations for updated storm information.
Chuck McKie CEMS Safety Chairman 2002

Source: California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
website: www.cfmsinc.org from the October 2002
newsletter.
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Hints & Tips

Author unknown

After lapping flat stones such as cut thunder-
eggs with a 600 grit, wash them and leave them
under a heat lamp or 100 watt bulb for about 15
minutes. When the stones are warm, polish them
on a flat wheel with tin oxide. By pre-heating,
the polishing is almost instantaneous. Otherwise,
the “felt wheel” has to heat the stone before
polishing begins.

Source: T-Town Rockhound, Tulsa R & M S, July
2003, via Quarry Quips April 2004
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society

Board of Directors/ Museum Committee Meeting of October 19, 2004

{Condensed for publication)

This meeting of the Board of Directors and
Museum Committee of the Franklin Gem and
Mineral Society was called to order by acting
president Ted Robles at 6:00 p.m. on October 19,
2004, in the museum Meeting Room. Present
were: Ray Behr, Fred and Dean Plesner, Jack
Jungles, Wally and Doris Smith, Claire Miller,
Mary Bedrick, Bruce Siegfried, Barbara Wing, and
Linda Behr. Arriving later were Lori and Chip
Sackman. Ray and Linda Behr explained that they
would be in Winston-Salem for her treatments.
Linda will continue with The Mountain Gem.
Please e-mail all articles to her.

The Mountain Gem deadline is November 1, 2004

Minutes were approved as written in The Mountain
Gem.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr distributed the
monthly report which showed that income was
$305.87, expenses $53.96 leaving a net of $251.91.
Also passed around were the fiscal year cash flow
report that covers period 10/1/03 through 9/30/04.
A complete report is on file.

Ray noted that the ring raffle has already made a
profit to date of $1316.00. The ring will be raffled
on October 30th, possibly at Pickin' on the Square
at 9 p.m

In regards to raffles, suggestion was made that
next year we raffle separately a ruby ring and a
purple jade pendant.

Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner will be
sending sympathy cards to Vic Kuhn, whose wife
Carol, passed away, and to Nancy Roof, whose
husband Charles passed away. Both were long-
time members of our organization.

Librarian Dean Plesner had nothing to report. Ted
Robles suggested we consider purchasing two
memorial books for the club’s library. Ray Behr
made a motion that we table our book purchases
for the library until after the Constitution revisions
are settled. Jack Jungles seconded the motion; all
in favor, motion passed unanimously.

Museum Report Jack Jungles: There were two
instances of unlocked or open windows. We need

to use our checklist when we open and close to be
sure all 1s done.

Jack made a motion to have Chip Sackman as
assistant museum manager. Ray Behr seconded; all
in favor and motion passed unanimously.

Ray noted that it’s time to take out the air
conditioners. Jack suggested we put up plastic and
hope we get grants next year for new air
conditions.

Workshop Manager Wally Smith said Lor
Sackman would be willing to assist in the winter
and set up classes when Wally is not here; Wally
made a motion to this effect; Jack Jungles
seconded motion; all in favor and motion passed
unanimously.

Wally requested an amendment to the By-Laws be
made wherein it states, "no equipment shall be
removed", etc. to say that any approved member
may take out the polisher, two tumblers or vibro-
lap as long as he/she is approved by Wally Smith.
When the Constitution and By-Laws are finalized,
this will be presented to the Board.

Wally says that we are in the process of building a
counter top in the library for the faceting
machines. Chip Sackman said he was willing to
help erect it. Wally got an estimate of $400, but
may be able to get it done for less.

Curator Bruce Siegfried still has some specimens
that are not yet on display. At the Gemboree, some
dealers donated pieces to the museum, including
two pieces of opal from Virgin Valley, Nevada;
one lavender jade pendant and an irradiated
selenite (blue) stone.

Education Linda Smith says she has 14 college
geology students coming tomorrow (Wednesday
the 20th) from 6 to 8 p.m. She has three hosts plus
her daughter.

On October 28th from 10 a.m. to Noon, there will
be 44 students from Waynesville, coming in two
groups. They will swap from our museum to the
Tartan Museum in groups of 23, taking about an
hour for each. Afterwards they will go to the
Sheffield Mine. (cont’d)
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Board/Museum Meeting (cont’d)

Seagul sent an email thanking us for the good time
they had at the museum.

Membership Mary Bedrick says dues are slow in
coming. Suggestion that some kind of indication
be put on the newsletter when a member is
overdue, possibly a red line under the names, or
also a date on the label.

Gemboree Fred Plesner reports that just about
everyone was "happy" with this last show. The
gate was up 340 over last year. Glitches were
minor, and much thanks to Chip Sackman for
securing the community center for the Gemboree.
The show was a great success!

Old Business:

Pumpkin Fest October 23rd: We will have our own
tables, setting up at 8 am. and it will start at 9:30
am and go to 4 pm We need someone to
distribute candy, Wally Smith volunteered.
Museum volunteers scheduled are Claire Miller,
Linda Behr, Elizabeth and Debra Siegfried, with
Jack Jungles and Ray Behr arriving earlier.

On October 30, 2004 we will have the drawing for
the garnet and diamond ring. There was suggestion
that we ask Linda Harbuck of the Chamber of
Commerce do the drawing; and also ask for
publicity from the newspaper. Linda Smith
suggested having drawing at 9 p.m. at Pickin' on
the Square also make announcements during
evening. Name of winner to be posted on our
website.

End Of Year Party Chip suggested the Slagle
House for location; the Community center is $30,
the Party Zone (which everyone liked for the
nstallation affair) is $55. Chip will contact people
in regards to the Slagle House.

New Business:

Ray Behr suggested museum stay open on
Saturdays in conjunction with Pickin' on the
Square from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. through October
and then open only for special events.

Ray Behr talked to Sam Greenwood about the
possibility of the County working with us to
replace the circuit panel, and wondering if maybe
the County could furnish their electrician. Jack
Jungles will talk to the Chief Building Inspector.

Ted read letter from our new NC state
representative  to  the Southeastern Federal
Mineralogical Societies, namely Michael Streeter.
He can be contacted at 7 English Place in Candler
NC 28713.

Blue Ridge National Heritage will have a luncheon
(no charge) on October 25th wherein public is
welcome. Meeting of Blue Ridge will be October
22nd at Chamber of Commerce at 10 a.m.. Check
with Chamber of Commerce for details.

The Fontana Regional Library will have a
"Planning Process for Library Service Priorities” at
the Macon Co. Library on October 21 at 10 am.

The Christmas Parade in Franklin this year will
have a red, white and blue theme, with no Santa
Clauses allowed. Date is November 28th. We do
not need to have a float. Ted Robles asked for a
motion to allow Linda Smith to pursue this for the
club and make out the application ($15.00 fee for
non-profit group). Claire Miller seconded and
motion passed.

The quarterly meeting of the SFMS will be held in
March 2006 in Franklin. Suggestion that we
propose to the Hampton Inn in exchange for about
40 rooms being reserved, with hopes of getting the
meeting room for free. Motion was made by Wally
Smith and seconded by Jack Jungles that Linda
Behr go ahead and plan for this.

The annual meeting for the SFMS will be held in
Atlanta December 11 and 12. (See The Mountain
Gem).

Mary Bedrick reported that a gentleman came in to
videotape some of our museum, to be put in short
travelogue for PBS. This will come out in
February or March 2003.

There being no further business, meeting

adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary
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CURATOR COMMENTS. ..........
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Stone Talk

Stone words and expressions have always
occupied my mind. Where do some words and
expressions come from, and why? Beside the
hobby nomenclature, (we like precious stones,
faceted stones, and tumbled stones, but not
imitation stones), the usage of stone words tells us
a lot about ourselves, as well as how we view all
that hard solid surface material beneath our feet.

Stone words form the basis of many expressions,
metaphors, and similes that we use all the time
Their real meaning 1s often hidden, obscured as
part of our subconscious use of language.

For example: "you can kill two birds with one
stone.” Or “leave no stone unturned." "A rolling
stone gathers no moss." And my personal favorite:
"people who live in glass houses shouldn't throw
stones." (I do anyway, but don't tell anyone.)

Then of course there was the “stone age”-that
supposed time when stone was all man was able to
use to survive. Maybe that is why we decorate our
bodies with rhinestones, or honor a building with a
special cornerstone. In literary legend, exist titles
familiar to all, such as "Romancing the Stone," and
"Sword 1n the Stone."

And maybe that 1s why kids like to skip stones so
much, skimming the water surface, until they sink
like stones, they always do. Really, this all started
for me because I grew up in Pennsylvania, the
“keystone state”.

Maybe this time right now is really the “stone

age.” Builders want cobblestone, native stone,
river stone, stacked stone, fieldstone, etc.
Collectors are really “stone pickers,” who

investigate the “science of stone,” as students of
stone, and even wear stonewashed jeans. In our
time sunstone and moonstone and birthstones have
meaning to us. As do the mood materials of
wonder stone and worry stone.

Milestones are markers on life's highway. We all
seek solid stepping-stones to get through life on a
steady course. We find that in front of brownstone
homes, there are cars with Firestone and
Bridgestone, being careful not to hit the curb stone.
Directions may include the phrase: "its just a

By Bruce Siegfried for THE MOUNTAIN GEM

stone's throw away". Clingstone and Freestone are
opposites, and familiar to those who can peaches.

Jade is known by billions as the "stone of heaven”,
and deservedly so. Stoned can mean high on drugs,
or in trouble in a biblical sense, as when pelted
with stones, or hit with a sling stone. OUCH!

Then there are those famous stone tablets, two of
them. Even today, when something 1s
unchangeable and permanent it’s spoken of as:
"Written in stone,” "Carved in stone,” "Etched in
stone,” or "Set in stone.” Yes, then it really is
frozen in stone, as fossils so often are.

We even feel that “stone ground” wheat and
cornmeal is special, superior due to the millstone's
ancient effect. And what is any good pocketknife
without a whetstone? And everyone I know is
leery of gallstones, and kidney stones, and
hailstones too. Graveyards full of stone markers
become “stone orchards.”

Some stones are even misnamed. Why it seems
you can't take a bath with soapstone. You can't put
on stoneware. Goldstone doesn't have gold in it.
And limestone, ah, there's the one; did you know
there are no limes in it all? It isn't even green!
(Disappointed?)

Questions may now be surfacing in your head.
Does petrified wood come from the 'stone forest?
Should a stone mason's wvacation take in
Stonehenge? Do fancy neighborhoods deserve the
titles: Stone Brook, Circle Stone, Stone Harbor, or
Briar Stone?

We are not alone in this strange “stone talk™ either.
A “stone” is an English unit of weight, equal to
fourteen pounds. "Putting the Stone” is a beloved
Scottish game whereby you get to heave a sixteen
pound ball. (Whew! Guess most of us will stick to
that other Scottish game with the little white ball.)

Then there 1s that giant stone money, on a Pacific
island. Have vou seen pictures of it? You don't
ever want to move this money; it stays put, and
just changes owners.  (cont’d)






