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FIRST CLASS

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 24 26 July 18 20
February 21 23 August 29 31
March 28 30 September 26 28?
April 25 27 October 10 12
May 23 25 November 14 16
June 27 29 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. in West Room of the Macon County
Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S Except When Noted In The

Newsletter

2006 GEMBOREES:
MOTHER’S DAY MAY 12-14

JULY 26-30
LEAFLOOKERS OCTOBER 20-22




THE MOUNTAIN GEM
The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc.

2005-2006 OFFICERS AND

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Fred Plesner 349-4224 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Past President Linda Behr 349-0827 )
Vice President Mary Bedrick 349-1696 ~ Budget & Finance Ray Behr 349-0827
Recording Secretary Maggie Vendrell 342-6871 o Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Corresponding Sec. Sharon John 369-0161  Constitution/By-Laws  Jan Robles 524-8153
Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827  Door Prizes Belinda McGuire 349-4786
Assistant Treasurer Debra Siegfried 349-3877  Education Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Director ('07) Dean Plesner 349-4224  Field Trips Tom Sterrett 349-3774
Director ("07) Don Smith 524-4900  Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
Director ("06) Ted Robles 524-8153  Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles 369-0433
Director ("06) Linda Smith 369-8383  Historian Linda Behr 349-0827
Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
L e e Membership Mary Bedrick 349-1696
Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
MUSEUM MANAGERS Publicity Ted Robles 524-8153
Refreshments Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Museum Manager Jack Jungles 369-0433  Scholarships Nancy Stalcup  1-828-488-3562
Ié/luseium Ass’t. Mgr. 1I\R/Iay B}ghz1 - ;jg-(l)zég Programs Open
urator edric - : .
Curator Ass’t. Chris Vendrell 3426871  Parliamentarian Open
Gift Shop. Doris Smith 369-7695
Ass’t.Gift Shop Debra Siegfried 349-3877
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. Linda Smith 369-8383

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast Federation of
Mineralogical Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin, NC 28734. Museum
telephone number is: (828) 369-7831; website: www.fgmm.org. The schedule of our monthly meetings is on the
back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the monthly newsletter. We meet at the
Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South, Franklin, NC. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the study of
gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that operates
and maintains the Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of Directors of The Gem and
Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc. The society and museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis. The
museum is open May 1 through October 31. Hours: Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.;

Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m. FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups). Non-member
subscription to The Mountain Gem 1s $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Staff: Ted Robles, Elizabeth Siegfried, Ray Behr, and Claire Miller. Articles
written by members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and 7he Mountain Gem.
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Date Thursday, February 23, 2006
Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: Macon County
Community Facilities Building
(MCCF) HWY 441 S

Program: 34™ Anniversary
Celebration
John and Dorothy Crawford who
are “Charter Members” will give
the history of the founding of our
club.

March

Birthdays

2 — Shirley Burley /
8 — Amy Younker
12 — Linda Bibb
12 - Elyse Haber Freedman
14 — John Speer
27 — Gloria Durfey

i

Anniversaries

4 — Nathan & Barbara Tartak
12 — John & Dorothy Crawford
26 — Glen & LaNea Willison
27 — John & Nancy Speer

OO  me

difference in your life are not the ones with
the most credentials, the most money, or the
most awards. They are the ones that care.

people who make a

Birthstone for Pisces: Bloodstone
By: Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Bloodstone is green jasper with red spots
simulating drops of blood, hence the name.
Chemically it is silicon dioxide, the green color being
caused by chlorite (a basic magnesium aluminum
(ferrous) iron silicate), the red spots by ferric (iron)
oxide. Mineralogically it is cryptocrystalline quartz,
hardness 7.0, Specific Gravity 2.6, no cleavage,
smooth conchoidal fracture, opaque, waxy to vitreous
luster. Many varieties are quite “Gemmy,” capable of
taking and holding a polish.

Legendarily, the red spots represent the blood of
Christ as it splashed on the rocks surrounding the
cross; hence its alleged mystical power to stanch the
flow of blood in cases of hemorrhage or severe
wounds. Also, if a talisman of bloodstone is etched
with the figure of a bat, it will give the bearer power
over demons. It is also supposedly helpful in
becoming more understanding of the ways of the
world.

Allegedly it will relieve stomach and bowel pain,
strengthen the liver and spleen, and improve the
circulation of the blood.

When powdered and taken internally, it is
supposed to be an aphrodisiac, and 1s much used in
this fashion in the orient.

In jewelry, it is usually cut en cabochon, or as
beads. It frequently is engraved to use as a seal, and
set as a ring stone for signet rings. It is also frequently
used in bola ties and belt buckles.

While it has long been used as a birthstone for
Pisces, there is no legendary deleterious effect for
persons born under other Astrological signs. So if you
like a green stone with red spots, by all means wear it
no matter when you were born. It is durable and can
be quite handsome. And who knows? It might even
repair your liver!

The best specimens come from India; it is also
found in Australia, Brazil, and China. In the United
States the main source is Wyoming. It does polish
nicely, and in addition to gemstones is quite popular
for figurines. It deserves a place in any collection.

Sources:

Prinz, Harlow, and Peters; Guide to Rocks and Minerals. New
York, Simon and Schuster, 1978

Kunz, G.F.; The Curious Lore of Precious Stones. New York,
Dover Publications, Inc. 1941

Sinkankas, J.; Mineralogy, A First Course. Princeton, NJ, D.
van Nostrand, 1967






