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January
Program:
Gold Panning
(in Franklin)
FIRST CLASS
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 24 26 July 18 20
February 21 23 August 29 31
March 28 30 September 26 28?
April 25 27 October 10 12
May 23 25 November 14 16
June 27 29 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. in West Room of the Macon County
Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S Except When Noted In The
Newsletter

2006 GEMBOREES:
MOTHER’S DAY MAY 12-14

JULY 26-30
LEAFLOOKERS OCTOBER 20-22
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January Meeting:

DATE: January 26, Thursday

TIME: 6:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Small room on left at Macon
County Community Facilities Building
(MCCF) HWY 441 S (notice change in
meeting room)

PROGRAM: Gloria Durfey and Larry Estes
will speak on gold panning in Franklin and
other regions. Also, Linda Smith will present
some of the projects for upcoming classes.

Celebrations for
February

February Birthdavs
4 — Jack Jungles

21 — Don Smith

22 — Tom Sterrett

/
G

Februarv Anniversaries

6 — Wally & Doris Smith
19 — Hank & Vivian Donikowski

The February Workshop Will Be:

Introduction to polvmer clay and basic polymer
clay techniques taught by Marie Tsacrios

Another class to be taught in February will be on
silver chain making by Jack Jungles.

Possible Other Upcoming Group Workshops
Include:

Intro to Chain Making
Intro to Seed Bead Jewelry
Beaded Crocheted Bag or Beaded Crocheted

Necklace or Glasses Chain
Gem ID
Basic Bead Stringing {To Knot or Not!)
Intro to PMC (Precious Metal Clay - .999 Pure

Silver objects upon completion)
Stained Glass
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Faceting and Cabochon Classes are taught one
on one and require individual scheduling,

All classes are $10 plus supplies, which is
usually nominal, and of course you keep what vou
make unless you choose to donate it to the Gift Shop.

Class sizes are limited to 5 people, so decide
what you want to learn and secure your spot! If more
than 5 students are interested in the same class, we
will schedule additional classes. You can also be put
on a Standby List if someone drops out in advance.

If you have an interest in any of these classes,
including the January Polymer Clay Class, contact
Linda Smith at 369-8383 so she can schedule dates
and times and know how many supplies to have on
hand.

For those who have already taken one or more
of the Wire Wrap Classes, they will most likely
resume in February once Debbie and Elizabeth
Siegfried and Linda Smith have recovered from the
Holidays.

Another Wire Wrap Intro Class will be taught
in May for anyone who has not yet had an opportunity
to learn the basics.

Any other class ideas or
suggestions are appreciated - or
if you would like to teach a class,
please contact Assistant ‘@
Workshop Coordinator Linda
Smith (369-8383) or when he returns from Florida, the
Workshop Coordinator - Wally Smith.

Please note: the club’s monthly
meeting dates reserved at the
community center were not sccured
and we may need to change the time
of our meetings. There are
conflicting events at the MCCF
during our previously reserved times
and dates. Please disregard label
page until we have discussed our
options and inform you in next
month’s newsletter.
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President

Happy New Year!!!

I do hope that your "Holiday Wishes" came true
and that your "New Year" is off to a good start. I
certainly ate my share of food and snacks and for that
matter am still working on the leftovers, which means
that I need to lengthen my daily walks.

If Santa Claus did not bring vou the equipment
yvou needed or wanted then try calling Rick
Baughman. "Santa" Baughman has a Graves Faceting
Machine - 2 Speed (used in good condition) along
with assorted index gears, laps, jigs, pattern books,
ete. all reasonably priced and looking for a new home.

During the December Board Meeting plans were
advanced to proceed with the new heating and air
conditioning work. We will of course have to work
around everyone’s schedule. If you have activities that
will be impacted, meetings, classes, work days, etc.

please let museum management know so that
schedules may be worked out to everyone’s
satisfaction.

A decision has been made to open the Museum
for one or two days in March when the Executive
Board Meeting of the SFM.S. comes to Franklin.
Hosts will be needed for the few hours that we will be
open. If you can help out, please let me know.

The Chamber of Commerce has at least for the
moment, scheduled the Mothers Day Show in May. If
there is anything that you need, you can start making
your plans.

Alternate Birthstone — Aquarius
by Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

For the sun sign Aquarius, (Jan 21 — Feb. 18) the
stone of interest i1s Sugilite. This is a mineral which
has been recently discovered; ordinarily Birthstones
are of rather ancient vintage, but the sheer beauty of
certain varieties of Sugilite has recommended it. With
that much preamble then, Sugilite was named for its
discoverer, Ken-ichi Sugi, a Japanese geologist, who
came across it on Iwagi Island in Shikoku, Japan in
1944, Chemically, it 1s Potassium Sodium [Iron
Manganese Aluminum)] Lithium Silicate;
mineralogically a cyclosilicate of the Milarite-
Osumilite group, in the hexagonal system. Properties:
Color, purple, brown to vellow, pink, sometimes
black. Luster vitreous to waxy, hardness, 6 — 6.5,
specific gravity 2.77+.03, white streak, poor cleavage,
sub-conchoidal fracture, transparent to opaque
crystals, opaque massive. (Crystals are striated prisms,
but rare). Locations: Quebec, India, and the Kalahari
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Desert of South Africa, as well as the type locale in
Japan.

The birthstone gem is mainly the purple variety,
which can be of outstanding beauty. Crystalline,
which is facetable when ftranslucent, is quite
expensive, rivaling the finest emeralds in cost.
Fortunately the massive wvariety can be cut en
cabochon, and 1s within reach of most budgets.

Metaphysically, it is a crown chakra stone, but
can be useful in activation of the brow and heart
chakras as well. Its main use 1s clearing out “Mental
clutter,” and helping to recognize and clear negative
belief patterns which send limiting messages to the
body. In the jewelry trade, it is frequently called Royal
Lavulite or Royal Azel It can be outstandingly
beautiful, whether a “Clearing” stone or not, and for
anyone who likes purple jewelry is a worthy addition
to the collection whether Aquarian or not. Wear it in
good health.

Sources:

Schumann, W. Gemstones of the World Sterling, NY 1997
Hall, J, The Crystal Bible, F&W Publications, Cincinnati,
OH, 2003
Brown, D. W. Beginner's Guide to Crystals, Sterling, NV
2001

(Editor’s comment: please refer to page 9 for more
information on Harrison County Gem and Mineral
Society)

From: Mike Streeter SFMS NC Director
Dear Friends,

Chrissy and 1 attended the Southern Appalachian
Mineral Society's (SAMS) and the Gem and Mineral
Society of Franklin's {(GMSF) Christmas banquets on
Monday and Tuesday evenings, respectively. While
at these events, [ read aloud the recent report from the
Harrison County (Mississippi) Gem and Mineral
Society and made a direct plea for donations to the
club. T passed "the hat" and the members of both clubs
generously donated a combined total of $176 (SAMS-
390 & GMBSF-$86). I am hopetful that club members
will be able to come up with some lapidary equipment
to donate as well. T will forward the funds to Billy
Wood in the form of a personal check to the Harrison
County club.

I encourage all other North Carolina clubs to
made a plea for donations and to "pass the hat" at your
next meeting. While we may not be able to ever make
up for the unimaginable losses suffered by the
Harrison County club and its members, every little bit
helps.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board Meeting of December 13, 2005

(Condensed for publication, original on file)

President Fred Plesner called the meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Franklin Gem and Mineral
Society to order at 6:30 p.m. on December 13, 2005,
in the museum meeting room. Present were: Dean
Plesner, Mary Bedrick, Linda Behr, Ray Behr, Debra
Siegfried, Don Smith, Jack Jungles, Ted Robles, and
Maggie Vendrell.

There were no corrections to the minutes as
published in the November issue of The Mountain
Genm.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Behr informed that he
is holding a check for the purchase of the pendant for
this vear’s raffle. The price originally quoted of
$280.00 was not corrected due to the weight of the
gold. The corrected price is $452.75 including tax.
The item raffled last year was not purchased and the
profit was $1,514.00. The cost of the ring that was
raffled the first year was $499.00; in comparison this
yvear’s pendant would cost less. Ted Robles made a
motion to purchase a chain to raffle along with the
pendent. Mary Bedrick seconded, motion passed.
Debra Siegfried will work with Ray Behr to choose a
chain.

Debra Siegfried suggested that we should check
CD rates with Nantahala Bank; being the new bank in
town they have special offers. It was also noted that
convenience of location such as with Macon Bank
should also be factored in. (Detailled monthly
transactions and cash flow reports on file.)

Museum: Jack Jungles reported that he called
Honeywell and was informed that the space heaters
run continuously and do not need to be set on the
timer.

Jack will order signs for parking spaces, which
will indicate “Gem Museum” Staff Only and Reserved
parking.

Librarian: Dean Plesner had nothing to report.

Publicity: Ted Robles had nothing to report.

Fred Plesner reported receiving an e-mail from
the Blue Ridge Heritage Counsel informing us of their
next meeting in January if Ted Robles 1s interested in
attending.

Another e-mail was received from the Tourism
Research Project. They are collecting basic statistical
information on the region’s mining industry and will
be calling us for this information.

Editor: Linda Behr had nothing to report. But as
historian she is looking for ideas for the anniversary
party in February.

Old Business

Fred Plesner still does not have a full set of keys
to museum. The president, vice president, museum

manager and curator need a full set of keys with the
exception of the keys to the gift shop. Only the gift
shop manager and assistant will have keys to the gift
shop, in order to maintain inventory control.

Fred distributed telephone tree.

New Business

The January board meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 247 at 6:30 p.m.

Mary Bedrick reported that the Window
Wonderland event went well. Participants in the event
included Mary Bedrick, Ray and Linda Behr,
Sharon John, Gloria Durfey, and Dean Plesner.
Though no sales were generated, it was worth the
effort because some of the visitors return later to make
purchases. Also, some local residents that would
otherwise not visit the museum have the opportunity.

A letter was received from the Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism Development Committee
asking if we wished to participate in the 2006 Smokey
Mountain Visitor Center at the Florida State Fair. In
the past we have sent displays, but this time they are
requesting 1,500 brochures and $275.00. If acceptable,
we will send some brochures but it was not considered
feasible to send so many brochures or the $275.00.

Linda Behr suggested that we look into
participating in the Macon County Fair. Previous
inquiries showed that a large fee is required to
participate. However, there is a “non-profit”
provision, which indicates no selling of anything; only
information could be provided.

Larry Estes, the former president of the Gold
Panners Club will provide program for our next
meeting,

SFMS sent information for us to consider asking
parents of junior members if they would be interested
in participating in their “2006 Junior of the Year”
project. It would require accumulating points by
publishing reports, participation in science fairs, etc.

Ray Behr and Jack Jungles need to meet with
Sam Greenwood at the museum to show what needs to
be done regarding the heating and air system. They
hope to meet after the beginning of the year and will
try to gather bids for the work to be done.

Ray suggested opening the museum earlier on
weekends next vear.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Maggie Vendrell, Recording Secretary
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Be Safe - Be Well — A Message From Your Safety
Committee

“It’s a Jungle Out There”
by Don Monroe, our new AFMS Chair

The members of our clubs have many varied
interests. Some are interested in collecting specimens.
Others collect stones (gems, minerals, etc.) to use
when they produce jewelry or they hunt fossils. One
of the things that we all seem to have in common is
that we enjoy field trips.

As we enter the fall and early winter, the weather
really entices us to get out and do fun things. As we
go out in the wilds, we need to recognize that this can
be a hazardous time of the yvear. As a matter of fact we
may encounter some hazards that are not always
around us or, may be not be quite as severe as they are
right now.

An article in the Atlanta Journal recently pointed
out that poisonous snakes should be more of a concern
now than 1in mid-summer. Rattlesnakes and
copperheads bear their offspring at this time of the
vear and, like all new parents, are very protective.
That means they will bite you. I know that when I am
out looking for whatever, [ may not be really attentive
to what is happening around me and may do
something extremely stupid like reaching down in a
hole or lifting up a rock or log to see what may be
under there. Mr. “No shoulders” may be resting there
out of the sun or rain and will not appreciate your
visit. This would be particularly embarrassing to me
since | have been bitten by a rattlesnake before
because I was not paying attention.

Another hazard that can be extremely dangerous
for those with sensitivity to such is insect stings.
Yellow jackets, wasps, bees and hornets are making
their final preparations for winter. A nice warm place
to live such as a nest or a hole in the ground becomes
a priority item. Based on some of my encounters, the
vellow jackets become very combative if you venture
close to their nest, which is usually a rather
unobtrusive hole in the ground. Hornet’s nests are
sometimes collected, as souvenirs on the assumption
that they are no longer inhabited. Not necessarily so!

Those plants that have the ability to cause skin
problems such as poison oak, poison ivy and some of
the sumac varieties do not become safe when the
leaves fall off. As a matter of fact the sap in the roots
can be extremely potent and create a real problem for
us, particularly if you get it in your eyes. Also, if for
any reason you burn some of these plants, the smoke
can transmit the irritant to eyes, nose and skin which
1s the worst way to become infected.
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The last hazard [ want to spotlight is fire. In most
parts of the country, the woods are very dry and it is
so easy to start a fire. Not only will you be probably
violating the law, you can place vourself and your
companions in real danger. If a wild fire can trap and
kill professional firefighters, aren’t we in greater
danger?

The solution to all of the hazards mentioned as
well as many others is simply to keep our wits about
us. Be alert to our surroundings and don’t do stupid or
very unwise things. If we take care of ourselves, we
can continue to do the things we enjoy and introduce
the next generations to our great hobby.

Source: November 2005 AFMS Bulletin

@@@@@@Some Humor...

A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor’s office.

“Is it true,” she wanted to know, “that the medication
you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?”
“Yes, I'm afraid so0,” the doctor told her.

There was a moment of silence before the senior lady
replied,

“I'm wondering, then, just how serious is my
condition because this prescription is marked ‘NO

Via AFMS Newsletter

REFILLS’.”
@ A woman came home and told her husband,
“Honey, the car won’t start, but I know what

the problem is.” Her husband asked her what was
wrong, and she said, “There 1is water in the
carburetor.” Her husband thought for a minute, then
said, “You know I don’t mean this badly, but you
don’t know the carburetor from the accelerator.” “No,
there’s definitely water 1n the carburetor,” she
msisted. “O.K., Honey, that’s fine, I'll just go take a

look. Where is it?” “In the lake.”
Source: Midwest Pholo Shopper January 2004;
via G.1. Nugget March 2004

@ “I couldn’t find the 600 grit you wanted at the
store, dear, so I bought one package of 400
grit and two packages of 100 grit and mixed them

together for you.”
Source: Easy Bay Nodule December 1997, via The Pegmatite
October 2004

Sometimes I lie awake at night, and T ask,
@ "Where have [ gone wrong?" Then a voice

says to me, "This is going to take more than
one night." Charlie Brown







