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2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September 20 22
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum

General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S.

Junior Member meetings: 6 p.m. before the General Meeting
Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last Thursday of each month!

The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Gemboree Show Dates:

July 27-31, Wednesday thru Saturday 10 am.-6 p.m. Sunday noon-3 p.m.

Vendors” Dinner July 26 Tuesday

Leaf Lookers® Gemboree Dates:

October 21-23 Friday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday noon-5 p.m.
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NOIE IFE CEHANCEINDAY
OF THE MONTE 2!

ON THURSDAY, JULY 21,
AT 6:30 PM. WE WILL
HAVE OUR MONTHLY
MEETING AT THE
MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY CENTER
ON HIGHWAY 441
SOUTH.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

2~ Fose TemKin

b - Ted Robles
b -~ Linda dmith
15 ~ Philip Fruitstone
25 - Bill Kennedy
25 ~ Art Zoexler
31 - Arlon Eldridge

/ AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
CrD
1 3 - Tom & Linda Stervett

14 - James & Peqgqy (ranato
11 - Bruce & Debra Diegfried
29 - Sam & Mary Pedrick
30 - Fred & Dean Plesner

August’s Alternate Birthstone - Carnelian
By Ted Robles for THE MOUNTAIN GEM

Properly speaking, Carnelian is a reddish-orange
agate. However, few stones have as varied a history. In
ancient times, it was a favored stone for engraving
“Seals” - symbols of official approval. It was probably
the very first hard stone to be engraved by ancient man.
It was frequently used in amulets designed to bring
good fortune to the wearer, or to secure the passage of a
deceased person to Paradise. When carved with the
proper talismanic symbols, it had the power to staunch
the flow of blood from a wound. It was the first stone
in Aaron’s breastplate (Exodus 39: 10), and the sixth of
the foundation stones of the wall of the Holy City
(Revelations 19: 20), in both instances being referred to
as “Sardius.”

In color, it can be red, red-brown, red-orange; (But
not brown; that variety is known as “Sard.”).
Chemically, it 1s Silicon Dioxide, with iron impurities
which cause the color. (When a deeper, richer color 1s
desired, the stone is left exposed to the sun for several
months). In hardness, it runs 6.5 - 7 on the Mohs’
scale. Specific Gravity 2.61+03; no cleavage,
conchoidal fracture. As microcrystalline quartz, it is in
the hexagonal system, translucent with a greasy luster.
Its distribution 1s worldwide, notable modern sources
are 1n Africa, South America, California and Arizona
deserts, and Oregon.

To the lapidary, it is a particularly “Gemmy”
stone, capable of taking and maintaining a high polish.
While not usually faceted, being translucent rather than
transparent, it is a favorite with carvers and produces
handsome cabochons. Ring sets, belt buckles, and bola
ties are usual uses for the stone. Carnelian beads are
ubiquitous; a set of “Beggar Beads” without examples
of carnelian 1s essentially unheard of. It 1s a handsome
stone, and economical to boot;, while it 1s an alternate
for August, it may be worn with pride by anvone, no
matter when the wearer was born; while its blood-
staunching qualities may not be needed now that swords
are no longer implements of warfare, it may still secure
yvou admission to Paradise. Wear it with good fortune!

Sources;

Kunz; G.F., The Curious Lore of Precious Stones, Dover, New
York

Verrill, A H., Minerals, Metald, and Gems, Grossest & Dunlap,
New York

The Holy Bible

We would like to welcome the following new members:
Al and Donna Sizemore

PO Box 100

Scaly Mountain, NC 28775

828-526-3212

Elyse Haber Freedman
PO Box 521384
Miami, FL 33152-1384
305-498-1774
Franklin: 369-6830

Correction to last month’s address for
Belinda McGuire

247 Gaston Street

Franklin, NC 28734

349-4736



THE MOUNTAIN GEM

JULY 2005

0 B
KOV ' K

Linda Behr, President and Editor

A huge thank-you goes to Bruce, Debbie, and
Elizabeth Siegfried for all the hard
work that they put into the May
Auction. Our club generated over
$500 due to their efforts. Everyone
had a great time as ever. Before
vou knew it, the auctions were
over and it was time to head on
home with our new “prized possessions.”

Some of you may not be aware that two of our
members are planning to move...after their homes sell.
They are: Gloria Durfey and Molly Miller.

Our June Ice Cream Social was a huge success in
that everyone had plenty to eat and were able to see
some members that we hadn’t seen in a while. Everyone
enjoyed the part of choosing a rock or mineral from
Gaye White’s generosity. And again there is always
something to learn from Gloria Durfey and her
collection.

There are little elves always working behind the
scenes at the museum which is our greatest undertaking,
Without these helpers, there would be no museum!

We are in NEED of a Recording Secretary to
fill our 2006 slate of officers. Listed below is
the “job description.” Please consider
fulfilling this position!!!!

Recording Secretary

1. Take minutes for the Board of Directors
Meeting and the General Meeting. If unable to do
so, notify the president and the corresponding
secretary who 1s then assigned the task.

2. The recording secretary 1s responsible for
setting up the tape recorder and maintaining it
during the meetings. Recorded tapes are to be kept
for one year and then may be recorded over or
thrown away if necessary. The recording secretary
1s responsible for replacing tapes as needed from
funds from the museum or from the treasurer.

3. After typing the minutes, a copy is e-mailed to

the editor. The deadline for publication is printed
in the monthly newsletter. A second copy 1s filed
with the treasurers’ report, any proposals and any
other item deemed necessary from the meeting.
These are then filed in the office in the metal filing
cabinet designated for “minutes.”

4. The Recording Secretary should attend every
Board Meeting and General Meeting. If unable to
attend a meeting, the Corresponding Secretary will
assume the roll of Recording Secretary. The
President must be notified. A quorum is required at
each meeting.

Workshop News
From Wally Smith
Lapidary classes will begin on August 4" with an
introduction to wire wrap. This class must be taken
before continuing to more advanced classes. Wire wrap
classes will be held on Thursday evemings at 6:30 p.m.
There will be a cost of 810 plus materials.

Other classes: faceting, cabochon, opal faceting are
one on one with a cost of $25 plus materials. Bevel
mounting and gem tree classes will be $10 plus
material.

(Classes are restricted to club members.)

Mel Haber

February 21, 1924-May 29, 2005
By Rhoda Haber

Mel was a show biz personality on the Miami
Florida scene. He belonged to many organizations such
as the Parkinson’s Foundation, Miami Children’s
Hospital, and children’s groups around the world and
community.

He discovered Franklin many vyears ago. He
introduced his daughters and granddaughters to gem
mining. His tag that said “Franklin, Gem Capitol of the
World” appeared with pride on every auto he owned.
Thanks to Bettye and Phil Fruitstone we became
members of the organization.

The family thanks one and all for the many cards
we received. Mel was proud to be part of all the
wonderful people we met here.

August newsletter
deadline is August 5",
Friday.

AV
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The Franklin Gem And Mineral Society Board Meeting Of June 28, 2005

(condensed for publication)

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Franklin
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by
president Linda Behr at 6:30 p.m. on June 28, 2005, in
the museum Meeting Room. Present were: Ray Behr,
Ted Robles, Bruce Siegfried, Mary Bedrick, Jack
Jungles, Claire Miller, Linda Smith, Dean and Fred
Plesner, Wally Smith, and Barbara Wing.

There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as
printed in THE MOUNTAIN GEM.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr reported club income of
$685.80; museum deficit of $3,995.31. Major expense
was insurance. {See detailed summary report on file.)

Museum Jack Jungles held a committee Meeting. There
was a proposal to have the conference room redone,
specifically, take out the pegboard and put up paneling,
Labor 1s being donated. Estimate $250-300 in paneling.
It is within the budget. Track lights would be another
$100. Ted Robles made a motion that we authorize
expenditures for renovation, not over 3300. Bruce
Siegfried seconded; all in favor and motion passed.

Fred and Fran Rasmusson will donate a bench to
the museum.

Museum would like to find a small table to replace
the large one for the copier in the conference room.

Classes: (editor’s note, refer to Wally Smith’s
article.)

Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner sent get-well
card to Sam Bedrick. An invitation is being sent to
invite Gaye White for the June General Meeting when
we give away her rocks.

Librarian Dean Plesner: No report

Membership Mary Bedrick: One new member.
Education Linda Smith: Nothing to report.

Gemboree Fred Plesner: Fred and Jack met with the
Chamber of Commerce on plans for the Gemboree.

Setup time will be 7 a.m. July 26th; help is needed.

If we need more tables this fall, Fred has located ten 8-
foot tables.

Chip Sackman will act as chairman for the Dealers’
Dinner; Della Samuels will act as assistant. For the
dinner we hope to have fried chicken and roasted BBQ
chicken.

Chamber is working on advertising possibilities.

Have discussed with Franklin Police Dept. for an
electronic speed sign to post down the hill from the
Community Building during Gemboree.

Bruce Siegfried will coordinate demonstrators, Mary
Bedrick and Belinda McGuire will handle hosting.

Chamber of Commerce will provide food such as hot
dogs, cold sandwiches, chips and drinks. The Chamber

will provide food for members who host or
demonstrate. Local restaurant brochures will be
available.

Ray Behr suggested our Museum brochures be located
atG. & L. W. Wholesale Show.

OLD BUSINESS

Ray Behr says we will be getting another copier; we
will have a spare copier, value $300; we will try to sell
it. Linda Smith made a motion that we sell the copier
for $300 and if we cannot, to donate it to another
organization, Mary Bedrick seconded; all in favor and

motion passed.

Ray Behr will draw the tickets for the “free” specimens
at the General Meeting,

NEW BUSINESS
Streets of Franklin dues are due now - $35.00.

Need hosts from 6 to 9 pm. on Saturday evenings
during "Pickin' on the Square.”

Vests: Fran Rasmusson has made four vests and is
making more. There will be a sign-up sheet at the
General Meeting for those who want one.

Meeting adjourned 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing,

Recording Secretary

"If we ever forget that we're one nation under God,
then we will be a nation gone under."-
Ronald Reagan
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The Franklin Gem And Mineral Society General Meeting Of June 30, 2005

(condensed for publication)

The General Meeting and Ice Cream Social of the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was held on
Thursday, June 30, 2005 at the Community Center, at
6:30 p.m., called to order by President Linda Behr.

There were no changes or corrections to the minutes,
printed in the June issue of THE MMOUNTAIN GEM.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr reported club income of
$685.80; museum deficit of $3,995.31. Major expense
was insurance. {See detailed summary report on file.)

Gemboree Fred
Plesner: Setup time is

Gemboree Dates:
on July 26th at 7 am
JULY 27-31 Dealers' Dinner will be

on July 26™ at 5:30 p.m Chip Sackman is chairman,
Della Samuels will be assistant. Fried chicken and roast
or BBQ chicken will be served. Club members are
asked to supply vegetables, salad or desserts. Sign up
sheet is in museum.

Mary Bedrick will handle the sign-up for hosts, while
Bruce Siegfried will be responsible for demonstrations.

Hours for hosting will be: 10 am.-2 p.m. and 2-6 p.m.
two to three hosts are needed for each shift.

Chamber of Commerce will provide food service; hot
dogs, cold sandwiches, etc. Our hosting badges will
entitle us to their food.

Museum Jack Jungles: We need wvolunteers for
Saturday evenings from 6 - @ p.m. during "Pickin' on
the Square.”

You do not need to turn off lights on display cases, just
turn off the main switch.

Upstairs, we have the old key in a case on a cell door
with a short history of how the kev was acquired.

Fred and Fran Rasmussen have donated a bench which
will be bolted outside the door of the museum.

When wvisitors sign in, please ask them: “where did you
hear about us?”

Field Trip Wally Smith: We are hosting a program for
the Southeast Federation at Rose Creek Mine on July
23rd. Meet at the museum at 7 a.m. Last year we had 90
people attend.

Clipboard was passed around for those who want to
take classes in Faceting, Cabbing, and Wire-Wrap. Also
indicate when would be the best time to attend. Contact
Wally Smith for more information.

Corresponding Secretary Dean Plesner sent a get-well
card to Sam Bedrick, and an invitation to Gaye White to
attend June meeting.

Linda Behr made note that our Board meetings are open
to any c¢lub member to attend.

Membership Mary Bedrick reported 33 members and
15 guests: George Gunter, Edward Treisbed, Brenda
Jungles, Sharon John, Charles Cochran, Jeffrey Burns,
Donna  Sizemore, Al Sizemore, Sharon Kavanagh,
Diane Warren, Shaina Soble, Randy Downs, Ariel
Freedman, Elyse H. Freedman Dan and Linda Billchris.

Old Business

The nominating committee (Debra Siegfried and Mary
Bedrick) are still working on the slate of officers to be
presented at next months General Meeting. Still need a
recording secretary.

In September we will host the Chamber of Commerce
"After Hours." We'll need finger food and door prizes.
We’re also looking for tents.

Ted Robles reported that since the first of the year. we
have logged in 1,457 volunteer hours.

Our new blue vests are $10.00 each or $8 for fabric to
make your own. Please sign-up if you are interested in
having one.

Next month's meeting will be July 21st.

Gloria Durfey displayed artifacts and photos, including
scrimshaw on whales' teeth, from her trip to Alaska.
Thanks, Gloria!

With our front door tickets we were able to choose from
the Gaye White specimen table (starting with the
Juniors, who each got three tickets). In the meantime,
we were able to make our ice cream sundaes. A special
good time was had by all.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary






