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FIRST CLASS

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 24 26 July 18 20
February 21 23 August 29 31
March 28 30 September 26 28?
April 25 27 October 10 12
May 23 25 November 14 16
June 27 29 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. in West Room of the Macon County
Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S Except When Noted In The

Newsletter

JULY 26-30

2006 GEMBOREES:
MOTHER’S DAY MAY 12-14

LEAFLOOKERS OCTOBER 20-22
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DATE: March 30, 2006
DAY: Thursday

TIME: 6:30 P.M.
WHERE: Macon County
Community Building

441 South in the west
room

PROGRAM: Kevin Klatt,
owner of Ruby City Gems
& Minerals will present
this evening’s
program...this is one that
you won’t want to miss.

April Celebrations:

Birthdays
11 - David Mills

12 — Dean Plesner

24 — David Smith /

24 — Dorothy Crawford

30 — Frances Rasmusson (ﬂ?
Anniversaries

15 — Bill & Kay Kennedy

Aries Birthstone: Red Jasper
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Red Jasper is cryptocrystalline quartz, heavily
impregnated with hematite, which is finely divided
ferric (iron) oxide. Its hardness 1s 7.0, Specific Gravity
2.6. It 1s opaque, possesses waxy to vitreous luster,
has conchoidal fracture and no cleavage. The best red
jasper takes and retains a high polish, and is quite
suitable for ornamental jewelry, beads, signet rings,
pendants, and amulets.

Metaphysically it is considered to be a protective
stone, capable of stabilizing the aura and ridding it of

negative or sub-optimal energies. If the wearer i1s a
practitioner of so-called “Astral Travel,” red jasper
aids in the initiation thereof and protection during the
course of the adventure. It also aids strongly in
manifestation of the positive virtues of nurturing and
compassion, and assists in organizing projects and
carrying them to completion.

It 1s considered to be beneficial to various organs of
the body, and healing to disorders of the stomach,
kidneys, spleen, bladder, and liver, where the organs
are actually deteriorating rather than merely not
operating properly. It has also been used effectively
as a nervine, and to enhance the sense of smell.

It is especially energizing to the “Root™ Chakra, hence
offers strength to the entire system.

Whether or not red jasper has all the listed virtues,
really good specimens are quite handsome, and can be
worn with some measure of distinction; it’s not just an
ordinary rock. It is usually cut en cabochon, and
presented with a minimum of ‘mounting,” since the
stone itself is the center of attraction rather than the
surrounding metal. A good looking stone, it can be
used to good effect as costume jewelry, and if it does,
ideed, possess all the qualities claimed for it, “Wear
it in good health’ would seem to be a propitious wish.

Sources:

Sinkankas, J.: Mineralogy. A First Course; Princeton,
NJ, D. van Nostrand, 1966

Kunz, G.F.: The Curious Lore of Precious Stones;
New York, Dover Publications, 1941

Prinz, M., et als: Simon & Schuster’s Guide to Rocks
& Minerals; New York, Simon & Schuster, 1978

(Our gift shop has some BEAUTIFUL pieces
of red jasper.)

SFMS EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEETING

Saturday March 25, 2006
Location: Franklin, NC

ToUTHEAsT

FECERATION

Would you please help your
society on March 24™ or 25" with
hosting at the Museum? Please
refer to page 3 for more
information.
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Fred Plesner, President
March 2006

Good things are happening. The contract for
the new heating and air conditioning work has been
signed and the necessary equipment has been ordered.
By the time this is published we should be about ready
to start the actual work. It will be, no doubt, noisy and
dusty so the museum clean-up which we usually do in
April will entail some serious cleaning.

We hope that those of you returning to
Franklin in April will find that this summer’s hosting
will be something that you look forward to.

Elizabeth Siegfried was recommended by our
society for the Southeast Federation Workshop Junior
Scholarship. Elizabeth's hard work has earned her
another scholarship to either William Holland or
Wildacres. If you haven't gotten to know this fine
young lady, please make the effort. She is a parent’s
delight and has contributed much to our society.
Congratulations Elizabeth!

If you weren't at The Factory on Thursday,
February 16th, you missed the biggest event of the
winter; between 190 and 200 kids plus chaperones,
teachers and bus drivers attended. I was overjoyed
when I walked in and counted 18 of our people. I have
been assured that the number of volunteers was 20 and
that I missed a few. The highest praise goes to Debra
Siegfried and Linda Smith for organizing, setting up
and running this event. For those of you who are new
to the club, there should be more such events in the
pipeline and you will have your chance.

I must say that this bunch of kids from
Dawsonville, Georgia were, as a group, well behaved
and I would like to see them back next year. The tour
company as well as the management of The Factory
that organized this event has received positive
feedback. We have been informed that The Factory
will be glad to work with us again in the future.

While the news i1s good and things are going
well, I must end on a sad note.

| The Baughmans have informed me that they !
» will be moving on the 15" of May. They will be :
+ missed and we wish them well. Rick still has a 10" :
' saw he hasn't sold. If interested, contact Rick at 828- !

! 524-9658.

Life Member Cel Fox's death was a surprise.
The death of a “life member” should cause each of us
to reflect on our many contributions to our club. (A
Life Member is one who has been a member of the
club for at least 12 years and maintains an active réle

i the club. The core of Life Members nominates this
new Life Member to the Board of Directors. Being a
Life Member entitles one to a lifetime subscription to
The Mountain Gem.)

My Memories of Cel:
By Sylvia Edwards

Her complete dedication to the Gem and
Mineral Museum and the hard physical labor she and
many others put in transformed the building from the
old jail into a first rate museum.

Her willingness to always "sit" in the museum
on her assigned day. Her willingness to do whatever
was asked of her regarding the Gem and Mineral
Society.

Many wonderful meals at her home with my
parents. Having her travel to Chattanooga with my
parents to join in our family Christmas dinners.

Having her join us at my parents” home for
every Thanksgiving dinner. Wonderful meals she
cooked and brought to my parents’ home after my dad
was too 1ll to get out.

The Belgian waffles she made every
Christmas and mailed along with other delightful gifts
to members of my family (even after she wasn’t really
able to do it).

Her moral support during my parents’
illnesses and deaths. The many calls and cards from
her during my illness.

My most precious memory is her true and
enduring friendship to every member of my family.

Cel delicately touched the hearts of all who
knew her. I shall miss her deeply.

As we travel through life we meet many
people. Some are givers and some are takers. Cel was
a giver, not only of her worldly possessions, as she
was always ready to help those in need, but, most
importantly, she gave of herself.

Celia Atwood Fox, 81, of Corapolis, Pa., and formerly
of Otto, passed away on February 13, 2006. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Harold Fox; also a
longtime member of the Gem & Mineral Society.

Judi De Luca  Cel’s daughter

740 Haverford Ave.

Maple Shade, NJ 08052

Sherry Fox  Cel’s daughter-in-law
2024 Laurel Drive
Corapolis, Pa 15108






