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SAVE STAMPS

2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September 20 22
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 5.
Junior Member meetings: 6 p.m. before the General Meeting
Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last Thursday of each month!

The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Gemboree Show Dates:
July 27-31, Wednesday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday noon-5 p.m.
Vendors’ Dinner July 26 Tuesday

Leaf Lookers’ Gemboree Dates:
October 21-23 Friday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday noon-5 p.m.




THE MOUNTAIN GEM

MARCH 2005

ON THURSDAY, MARCH 31°7, AT
6:30 P.M. WE WILL HAVE OUR
MONTHLY MEETING AT THE

MACON COUNTY COMMUNITY
CENTER ON HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH.

BESIDES DOING A ROCK SWAP,
WE WILL HAVE OUR GUEST
SPEAKER, GLORIA DURFEY

SHARE HER EXPERIENCES FROM
AUSTRALIA. THIS IS ONE
MEETING THAT YOU
WON'T WANT TO MISS.

Apology from the Editor: Last month I entered
birthdays that were actually for March but [ said
that they were for February.

APRIL

12 - Dean Plesner

24 - David dwith

24 -~ Dorothy Lrawford
30 - Fran Rasmusson

ANNIVERSARIED
15 - Bill & Kay Kennedy

Herkimer “Diamond” - April’s Alternate
By Ted Robles for THE MMOUNTAIN GEM

In the search for alternate birthstones, the gem most
often mentioned for April is Quartz. Now, “Quartz” is
ubiguitous; it comprises some twelve per cent of the
Earth’s crust, and indeed it has been said, “If someone
shows vou a rock and asks what it is, if you don’t know,
tell him “Quartz!” The odds are that you will be right.”
More narrowly, and considering only crystalline forms
of quartz as a gemstone (although other forms may be
gems also, as will become apparent in future months’
discussions), the mineral system is Hexagonal, specific
gravity 2.65, hardness 7, no cleavage, conchoidal
fracture, vitreous luster.

All very well — but what quartz shall T choose? As is
usual in the mineral kingdom, there are several possible
choices. Right or left — handed crystals, hydrothermal or

magmatic formed — Brazilian or Japanese twins — the
list goes on. Factually, there is little reason to choose
between the various forms of quartz if you intend to
have a faceted stone. There 1s, however, a unique form
of quartz which has been chosen as April’s Alternate.
(Also August and September, but other good alternates
exist for those months). These are naturally faceted,
perfectly formed, doubly terminated jewels, found in
cavities in dolomitic rock in and around Herkimer, New
York, and are called, logically enough, “Herkimer
Diamonds.”

These jewels of the mineral kingdom are unique in that
they are totally unrelated to the rock in which they are
found.

Dolomite is calcium and magnesium carbonate, whereas
quartz 1s silicon dioxide. For this reason, whenever a
vug (cavity) containing the crystals is opened, they are
usually not attached to the rock, and are perfect. This
allows them to be set in jewelry “As is,” without
faceting, since Nature’s facets are quite interesting
enough.

And so, if you are looking for an alternative to April’s
rather prosaic (but expensive) diamond, consider the
Herkimer diamond.

It can be outstandingly beautiful, and is alwavs a
conversation piece, since it 1s the most perfect quartz
crystal around. Esoterically, it is supposed to be
strengthening; whether that is true or not can be left to
the metaphysically inclined; for the rest of us, it is an
intriguing stone with a natural beauty unsurpassed,
worthy of inclusion in anyone’s jewel box. Wear it with
pride.

Sources;

John Sinkankas, Mineralogy; Princeton, NJ; D. Van Nostrand
Prinz, Harlow and Peters; Guide to Rocks and Minerals,

New York, Simon and Schuster

http:iiwww.wehug. com/birthstone-directory.hitml

The Junior Members will
not be meeting during
March or April. However,
when they do meet, the
meeting time will be
6 p.m. on the night of the
General Meeting.
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Highlights From Our Meeting
By Elizabeth Siegfried

In the month of February we celebrated our
club’s 33rd anniversary. Fred Plesner reminisced on
some of the things that have happened in our club over
the years. For those who might not have heard, the key
to the door of the “shells room™ has been found. It will
be in our museum doing the months we are open. The
kev was also brought to our meeting in February where
our members were able to look at and enjoy a part of the
old jail's history. We learned some about our club's
beginnings, and those who had a big part in getting the
museum started. We were able to see some pictures that
our historian, LaNea Willison brought that had been
taken through the years.

There were VERY good refreshments,
cheesecake (my personal favorite!) and many other
goodies that were brought by our members, as well as
some nice hot cider that warmed us up in the cold days
of February!

All in all it was a very enjoyable meeting with
all of our members who were present having a good
time, and were able to learn about our club’s history
too!
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

First of all, T would like to thank our new member, Fran
Rasmusson for offering to sew wvests for our club
members. We will need to obtain multi-sized patterns
and fabric for her. 1 would like some nput from club
members as to what you would like to wear. One
member has offered to use her connection with a local
store to obtain fabric. Do we have any others who want
to get in on the planming stages of these vests?

Our congratulations go to Dillon Sackman for being
chosen to receive a lapidary scholarship from the SFMS
youth chairmen. Elizabeth was not chosen because of
her past scholarships and the increased amount of
entries this year.

Jack Jungles has injured his foot and is unable to do
much physical work around the museum. If you can
help in any way, please contact him. It’s rapidly
approaching opening time for the museum and there is
still work to be completed.

NEWS FROM SFMS AND AFMS

The SFMS Executive Board meeting will be held in

Memphis, TN on Saturday, April 23, 2005. For more

information go to the SFMS website.

Mel Albright, Sidney Drouant and Robert Cranston

have passed away. Mel was a former AFMS Safety

Chairman and Editor.

The AFMS booklet on the Lewis & Clark Expedition is

now available on their website. It’s a great guide for

kids traveling the trail.

The SFMS is in need of volunteers for the following

positions:

Safety, both SFMS Committee

representative to the AFMS Committee.

Rockhound of the Year Committee representative

SFMS representative to the AFMS Education-All

American Club Committee and SFMS will need a

volunteer for this position as well.

Anna Denton is taking over from Diane Dare as the

Bulletin Editors’ Competition Chairman.

PLEASE CONTACT SFMS PRESIDENT, EILEEN

PRICE (865-694-4071 or rfemprice@yahoo.com) IF

YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY OF THE
ABOVE POSITIONS.

Chairman and

AFMS:

Jon  Spunaugle AFMS Legislation &
Conservation Chairman says that one bill that did not
pass was the “Paleontological Resources Preservation
Act,” which “died in committee in the U.S. House of
Representatives after an identical Bill had passed the
U.S. Senate by unanimous voice vote. Sponsors of this
Bill both the House and Senate remain in the new 109"
Congress so our letters and emails will be needed again.

There are “many spectacular prizes for the
2005 AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle being held at the
58™ AFMS Convention in St. Louis on August 20,
2005,” according to Jov Bourne, AFMS Endowment
Chair.
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Deadline for April’s
newsletter is
April 4™
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The Franklin Gem & Mineral Society Board Meeting Of February 15, 2005
(condensed for publication)

This meeting of the Board of Directors of the Franklin
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by
president Linda Behr at 6:30 p.m. on February 15, 2005,
in the museum Meeting Room. Present were: Ray Behr,
Fred and Dean Plesner, Jack Jungles, Claire Miller, Ted
Robles, Linda Smith, Bruce Siegfried, Mary Bedrick,
Chip Sackman and Barbara Wing.

Correction to The Mountain Gen: minutes: Add for the
visitors from Rabun Gap, the 24th of March, in addition
to 22nd and 23rd. (9:30 am..)

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr: Club deficit of $3.95
and museum deficit of $669.76, for a total deficit of
$673.71 (See detailed report on file.)

Museum Report Jack Jungles: Working with Chip
Sackman on heating and air conditioning; will have a
proposal for the Board, estimated $5-6,000 with some
labor done by members.

Suggestions for lawn area: use pine bark, red mulch, red

Fred Plesner attended the Renewing Franklin Summit
meeting on February 13. Lots of good 1deas.

Fred also spoke with the Folk Heritage Association of
Macon Co. They would like us to become a part of their
mission group. Fred will get more information. Table
this to next month.

Linda Harbuck sent letters to motels regarding
reservations of a block of rooms for the dealers; she
only received two replies.

Fred talked with the president of the Historical Society
and arranged a loan of the key (to old jail} for our
meeting Thursday.

Letters of recommendation for SFMS scholarships have
been submitted for Dillon Sackman and Elizabeth
Siegfried.

mulch from recycled auto tires.
Have new filing cabinet for
office.

We will move the two small
file cabinets from office to use
as counter support.

Electrical: Chip Sackman is
getting several proposals.

Suggested Programs:

May: Annual auction;

March: Rock Swap (including the Hoggatts visiting
from Peoria, Illinois Rock and Mineral Club,
April: Show and Tell- lapidary related;

June: Ice Cream Social (Combine this with give-away
of Gaye White's donated items.)

NEW BUSINESS:

Had wvisit from Smoky
Mountain News for a
future article on museum.

New Chamber Visitor
Gude 1s $150 for 1/12
page. Deadline is February
23. Ray Behr suggested

Corresponding Secretary
Dean Plesner: Sent invitations to Chamber of
Commerce, Joe Collins, DBarbara McRae, Sam

Greenwood and Bob Scott; sent thank-you notes to
(Gaye White, Mike Streeter and Kate Kendrick.

Librarian Dean Plesner: The magazine "Wire Artist"
will no longer be a hard copy but only their our website
for about of 6-9 months. We can either receive same
value of remainder of the unfilled subscription or take it
in any of the merchandise offered. Dean will check to
find out how much they owe us. Ted Robles made a
motion that Dean makes the final decision. Linda Smith
seconded; all in favor; passed.

Membership Mary Bedrick: We have 90 members as
of now. New membership lists available. We will print
new members’ names in the newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS:
Linda Smith attended the
Meeting.

Heritage Development

starting a publicity file for advertising/publicity.

The Board meetings will be at 6:30 p.m. the Tuesday
before the General Meetings.

Still looking for a program chairman.

Suggested Programs:

March: Rock Swap (including the Hoggatts visiting
from Peoria, lllinois Rock and Mineral Club,

April: Show and Tell- lapidary related;

May: Annual auction;

June: Ice Cream Social (Combine this with give-away
of Gaye White's donated items.)

We will start our raffle for this year on Thursday at the
General Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Wing, Recording Secretary






