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JOIN IN FOR A

FUN-FILLED
EVENING
SAVE STAMPS
2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September 20 22
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA TBA

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum
General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HW'Y 441 S.
Junior Member meetings: 6 p.m. before the General Meeting
Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last Thursday of each month!
The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Gemboree Show Dates:
July 27-31, Wednesday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday noon-5 p.m.
Vendors’ Dinner July 26 Tuesday

Leaf I.ookers’ Gemboree Dates:
October 21-23 Friday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday noon-5 p.m.
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ON THURSDAY, MAY 26,
AT 6:30 P.M. WE WILL HAVE
OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT
THE MACON COUNTY
COMMUNITY CENTER ON
HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH.
PLEASE BE ON TIME SO
THAT YOU CAN SURVEY THE
“SILENT” AUCTION ITEMS.

June Celebrations

Birthdays:
2 - Winnie Ketcham

‘ b - Kay Kennedy

/ 13 - Sandra Moccia
s 14 - Amy Ramer
I\ 1% ~ Vivian DonikowsXi

20 - Cetly Mason
21 ~ (reorgia-Marie (oldstein
22 - Jenna Smith
Anniversaries
10 - Arlon & Sonja Eldrige
24 - Lee & Shirley Burley

{If vou haven't seen and would like your “special day™
remembered at this location, contact the editor.)

Alternative Birthstone for June - - - Moonstone
By Ted Robles for THE MMOUNTAIN GEM

“Moonstone” is a feldspar. At least, that much is quite
plain. It is (mostly) an Orthoclase Feldspar, Potassium
Aluminum Silicate. Mineralogically, it is in the
Monoclinic system, hardness 6 to 6.5, Specific Gravity
2.5 - 2.6, vitreous luster, white streak. It has perfect
cleavage, and uneven to conchoidal fracture. In color, it
may be white, pink, tan to brown, gray, green, colorless
or vellowish, and several other shades. But - the
distinguishing characteristic of “Moonstone,” and the
one which gives it its name as well as its beauty, is a
phenomenon  variously  called  “Adularia”  or
“Adularescence” (sometimes “Schiller™), a soft, milky,
radiant reflection of incident light which moves as the
stone is viewed at different angles. Cut en cabochon, it
can be startlingly beautiful. In India, it is considered to
be a sacred stone, and whenever offered for sale it 1s
displayed on a yellow background, (usually cloth),
which is the most sacred color. For lovers, it is regarded

as a most propitious gift, since it arouses the amorous
fire. Allegedly, if one places a moonstone in the mouth
when the moon is full, the future of one’s love affair
will be revealed. The adularescent effect 1s caused by
fine plates of Albite (Sodium Aluminum Silicate - a
plagioclase feldspar), arranged in lamellar (narrowly
parallel) fashion, the differences in refractive indices
occasioning the reflectivity which gives the stone its
name and its distinguishing characteristic.

As an alternative to the usual June Birthstone, (Pearl),
Moonstone should be considered, for several reasons;
first and foremost, it is considerably more durable,
requiring less care; second, it is every bit as attractive
(some think more so), and third, its cost, both original
and in maintenance, is considerably less than natural
pearls of comparable beauty. All in all, a jewel worthy
of consideration, not only as a June alternative, but one
handsome enough to be worn by anyone, regardless of
whether or not it 1s sacred, or a love potion.

Sources; Cipriani and Borelli, Simon and Schusier’s Guide to
Gems and Precious Stones, Simon and Schuster, New York
Kunz, G.F., The Curious Lore of Precious Stones,

Dover Publications, New York

Sinkankas, J. Mineralogy, A First Course,

D. Van Nostrand, Princeion, NJ

NEW MEMBERS:

Arlon & Sonja Eldridge
6771 Sylva Road
Franklin, NC 28734
369-1877

e-mail: cowee(@smnet.net

(renewing membership)

Don Smith

221 Watauga Creek Tr.
Franklin, NC 28734
524-4900

Alex Solimine

131 Franklin Plaza #316
Franklin, NC 28734

342-5471

e-mail: rockrelics(@yahoo.com

Jacob Sterrett (Junior member)

(The above names should be added to your 2005
membership list.)
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Linda Behr, President and Editor

It’s time for our club members to think about
how you can help your club. We need 2006 Officers
and two Board Members. PLEASE won’t you consider
this and not say “no” when called; or rather yet, call one
of the nominating committee members and SUBMIT
your name to be considered!!!

What a busy April and May! We had several
groups of school children visit the museum. And then
there was the Gemboree. We are rather thin with
volunteers, but we were able to cover all three days. As
a result, we made $135 on the ring-pendant raffle.
Another accomplishment was keeping the museum
open!

Join us for the annual Auction. Even if you
don’t need a thing, watch
and laugh with Bruce
Siegfried. \ =2

Some people in W
A
\).ta\ ,’/4'.""(

Franklin have had the
bulletin arrive shortly before
the meeting. 1 have written a

. DEADLINE
g:tter to the Asheville FOR THE.
ostmaster and have
requested their looking into JUNE
the delayed reception of the BULLETIN
newsletter. I have now | WILL BE ON
entered “FIRST CLASS JUNE 3%P,
POSTAGE PAID” on the FRIDAY.

outside of the newsletter
with hopes that this will help. Please let me know!!!

Elizabeth Lindner, wife of Edwin who designed
our “little miner,” passed away on April 10, 2005. She
was 95 year old, according to The Franklin Press.

News from Wally Smith,
Workshop Manager:

Thank you to Jack Jungles and Chip
Sackman for installing the countertop
for the faceting machines.

Plans are underway to start faceting classes.

Contact me if interested in faceting or any other class.

May’s Board Meeting Minutes will be
in June’s bulletin.

A Bolt Out Of The Blue
By AMel Albright, AFMS Safety Chairman 2001

There are thunderstorms around
and lots of thunder and lightening. But the
storms aren’t over you, so relax and carry
on. No problem? You’ll just duck into the
car when it gets to you.

Guess what — you may be about to die from
lightening. The old phrase “a bolt from the blue” as
conveying surprise didn’t come from imagination. It
came from real lightening strikes.

But, a bolt from the blue is misleading.
Lightening NEVER comes from a clear blue sky. It 1s
ALWAYS caused by thunderstorms. But, the “from the
blue” part may be true. Lightening can hit as far as 10
miles from a thunderstorm where the sky may indeed be
blue.

So, take care to protect yourself whenever you
can hear thunder. Sound travels about a mile a second.
So, thunder from 10 miles away may seem unrelated to
any lightening you — in fact, you may not be able to see
the lightening strike. When vou see a flash, start
counting “one thousand one, one thousand two, one
thousand three, so on” until you hear the thunder.
Divide that number of seconds by five and you’ll know
about how far away the storm is. I've been near two
lightening strikes. It isn’t fun.

On one, | was driving a tractor raking an alfalfa
patch. Suddenly my hair stood on end and electricity
began sparking back and forth between the strands of a
barbed wire fence 50 feet away. Guess who was the
highest object around. 1 shut off the tractor and dived
for the ground. 1 didn’t reach the ground before the
lightening hit the fence about 100 feet away. The cloud
was NOT overhead.

Another time, we were playing miniature golf
when our hair stood up and sparks starting flying
around the wire for the lighting system. A huge
cottonwood tree was in the middle of the course. We
squatted and ducked our heads. Lighteming did strike
then, but it hit a chimney two blocks away and two
power poles — three bolts! The thunder was deafening!

So, remember — a bolt from the blue can indeed
hit you If your hair starts standing up, you are in
trouble and have little time. You have seconds at most
to protect yourself. Do not be the highest object around.
Squatting with your head down is considered by many
as the safest position. But, stay well away from trees,
power poles, chimneys, antenna, or anything that stands
tall. If vou’re in a boat, ball up with only your bottom
touching the boat.

(Editor’s note: since Franklin has been having some
interesting thunderstorms, 1 thought this article might be
appropriate.)
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Permits Required To Visit Public Lands
by John Spunaugle,
AFMS Conservation & Legisiation Chair

There has been some discussion lately about
permits being required to use or visit public lands. Some
of the reports are accurate and some not. I thought it
might be time to talk about the facts around this issue.

It is true that Congress, in late 2004, passed the
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act by adding
this legislation to a general appropriations Bill (HR
4818). It signed into law as Public Law 118-447 in
Navember 2004,

The new law authorizes the land management
agencies (National Park Ser-vice, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, and
U.S. Forest Service) to charge (1) a standard amenity
fee, (2) an expanded amenity fee, and (3) a special
recreation permit fee. An entrance fee for lands
managed by the WNational Park Service 1is also
authorized.

Amenity fees may be charged in National
Conservation Areas, A National Volcanic Monument
and a destination visitor or interpretive center as well as
an area that provides significant opportunities for
outdoor recreation that has substantial Federal
investments, where fees can be effectively collected,
and that contain all of the following amemnties:
Designated developed parking; a permanent toilet
facility, a permanent trash receptacle, an interpretive
sign; an exhibit, or kiosk; picnic tables; and security
services.

Under the heading of Special Recreation Permit
fees may be charged for group activities, recreation
events and motorized recreational vehicle use.

The Federal Land managers must publish a
public participation opportunities 1 the Federal
Register when establishing any new  permit
requirements under this new Law. Special Permuit
Advisory Committees are also authorized.

The current law authorizing fees/passes/permits
1s an outgrowth of a 1996 law that authorized
demonstration pilot fee programs in several parts of the
country.

To facilitate the issuing of passes, one pass has
been introduced which may cover them all, The
America the Beautiful Pass. The agencies involved have
only just begun to provide information about this and
other "passes" authorized under the new law. Some
information is already found on the Internet but it is
sketchy.

We will try to keep vou
information is available.

We’ll talk again.

informed, as

from AF MS. Newsletter (5/05)Via LODESTAR May-June 2005
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You Might Be a Geologist If...

Author unknown

You own more pieces of quartz than
underwear.

Your rock collection weighs more than you do.
Your rock garden is located inside your house.
You can pronounce the word “molybdenite”
correctly the first try.

You don’t think of “cleavage” the same way
everyone else does.

You have ever uttered the phrase “have you
tried licking it” with no sexual connotations
mnvolved.

You think the primary function of road cuts is
tourist attractions.

You find yourself compelled to examine
individual rocks in driveway gravel.

You’re planning on using a pick and shovel
while you’re on vacation.

Your Internet home page has pictures of your
rocks.

You will walk across eight lanes of freeway
traffic to see if the outcrop on the other side of
the highway 1s the same type of rock as the side
you're parked on.

You can point out where Tsumeb is on a world
globe.

The baggage handlers at the airport know you
by name and refuse to help with your luggage.
You have ever found yourself trying to explain
to airport security that a rock hammer isn’t
really a weapon.

You never throw away anything.

You have ever taken a 22-passenger van over
“roads” that were really intended only for
cattle.

You consider a “recent event” to be anything
that has happened in the last hundred thousand
years.

You have ever had to respond, “yes” to the
question, “What have you got in here, rocks?”

Source: hitp:/www.geoscience.org.za/economic/umnor. htm;

Via ROCKET CITY ROCKS & GEMS 7/2004

A memory is a photograph

taken by the heart.

O
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society General Meeting of April 28, 2005
(Condensed for publication)

The April General Meeting of the Franklin Gem and
Mineral Society was held on Thursday, April 28, 2005

at the Community Center, at 6:30 p.m., called to order
by President Linda Behr.

A signup sheet was passed around for May hosting at
the museum. If you sign up and cannot make it, please
arrange for another host to take your place or contact
Jack Jungles.

There were no changes or corrections to March’s issue
of The Mountain Gem.

Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried with assistant, Doris Smith
has been working for several days in preparation for
opening day. There is a new display case, a tall one that
rotates, donated by the new owners of Stewart’s Jewelry
Mart. The cabinet should not be opened unless there is a
special request for something. One whole section will
be for handcrafted items.

The small bags that we give away to the school
children are by the telephone.

We are getting more books especially for
children. They should be here Tuesday. The shelf
behind the host 1s cleared out for them. Debra purchased
education charts on rocks and minerals.

Working on getting a donation box on the wall.

In the past there has been an OPEN and
CLOSING book for hosts to follow. We have put them
in one book and updated them. Even if you are an
experienced hostess, please look over the manual. It is
on the shelf by the telephone.

Jack Jungles, Joe Muncher, Fred Plesner, Debra
and Elizabeth Siegfried hosted Heritage Day at Macon
Middle School. We had about 10 classes. Thank you
letters were received.

Treasurer's Report Ray Behr: reported a club deficit
of $303.02 and museum deficit of $575.15 making a
total deficit for the month of $816.27. Major items were
field trip insurance $100.00, utilities $273.36. Gift shop
purchases were $273.36. We had donations of $909.00,

Key: Historical Society will loan us the key each year
from May 1st to closing. We will put it in a box and
attach it to the wall.

Smoky Mountain Center: We are budgeted for
advertising and promotion. Met with Lisa Tallent today.
Fee 1s $200. We will be represented on the Web and in
the booklet. The Board was in favor of going in that
direction for advertising and promotion.

Museum: Jack Jungles has signup sheet for hosts. Lori
Sackman is going back to work and will not be able to
handle scheduling. *Jail opening is on Monday. Done as
far as cleaning. *Classes are going to be set up; contact
Wally Smith. *The second trim saw is repaired. The
men's upstairs’ restroom is not available due to repairs
needed. The Ladies room is open upstairs. * There will
be a group of school students Monday 9:30 a.m.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Dean Plesner:
sent thank-you cards to Gloria Durfey for our program
last month; and to Phil & Gail Harris for the display
case, to Dr. Askeland for cutting our grass; get-well
cards to new member Don Smith, who had by-pass
surgery and to Claire Miller.

Librarian Dean Plesner: Ina Raye Muncher and T will
be working in the library Tuesday. Will get a donated
desk to replace our table. Have purchased two memorial
bocks and one memorial video.

Membership Mary Bedrick: we have 33 members here
tonight, plus one visitor, Alfred Vendrell. If yvou have
not received your name badge vet let me know.

OLD BUSINESS

Color of the banner that we are going to have
made: will be used for the May parade and also for the
November parade. Fred Plesner went to Gooder Grafix
and got prices. We can have a logo on it like the
building for $15.00 more. Inside could be a different
color.

Fran Rasmussen has volunteered to make the
vests. Deb Siegfried can get a bolt of the fabric from

which included the Rabun [ye will need: a president, vice-president, corresponding | Where she works. A vote

Gap Nachoochee School.
(Detailed report on file.)

secretary, recording secretary, treasurer, assistant
treasurer and two new board members.

was taken for the color of
the 8 foot banner to be

Curator Bruce Siegfried: For the May auction we have
received quite a few donations. All kinds of items are
welcome. Please get them to me as early as possible.
Some will be silent auction items;, others will be
auctioned off at the regular auction.

sapphire blue; it will say
"Gem & Mineral Society". Background will be white;
letters will be sapphire blue. Vote was also taken for the
color of the vests, to be dark blue. Junior members have
not decided yet what they want to do.

(Cont’d)






