THE MOUNTAIN GEM

Linda

Behr, Editor

www.fgmm.org

themountaingem(a) fastmail. fim

THE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY OF FRANKLIN, NC, INC,
25 Phillips St.
Franklin, NC 28734

Meeting date is changed
this month.
Refer to page 1.
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2005 MEETING SCHEDULE
MONTH BOARD GENERAL MONTH BOARD GENERAL
January 25 27 July 19 21
February 15 17 August 23 25
March 29 31 September 20 22
April 26 28 October 11 13
May 24 26 November 15 17
June 28 30 December TBA *%6

*#*End of Year Party and Covered Dish
Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum

General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. at Macon County Community Facilities Building HWY 441 S.
Junior Member meetings: 6 p.m. before the General Meeting

Please note that the General Meetings are NOT always the last Thursday of each month!
The Board Meeting will be on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.

Leaf Lookers’ Gemboree Dates:

October 21-23 Friday thru Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday noon-5 p.m.
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October Meeting
Date: October 13, Thursday

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Location: Macon Community
Center on 441 South.

Program: bring your hobby items
to share with others; your bloopers
and the ones that are your prized
possessions. They do not need to be
lapidary related.

November
Birthdays
i1 - Della Samuel
20 - Molly Miller
30 - Bob Wolfskeil

Anniversaries
) | - Dave & Chick Snyder

The Franklin Gem & Mineral Socicty would like
to weleome:

Joseph and Judy Pinkous

131 Franklin Plaza #220

Franklin, NC 28734

828-371-0470
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November’s Alternate Birthstone - Citrine
By Ted Robles for THE MOUNTAIN GEM

Citrine? Yes. It is more than just “Yellow Quartz.” It
1s quite a handsome gem worthy of some respect.

Mineralogically, it 1is alpha-
quartz, hardness 7.0, Specific
Gravity 2.65, (relatively light). It
1s transparent with witreous
luster. It has no cleavage plane,
but has good conchoidal fracture.
It 1s Silicon Dioxide, and occurs in the hexagonal
system. It is both piezoelectric and pyroelectric. Its
color ranges from pale vyellow to deep orange,
depending on the amount of iron present in the crystal,
which also gives Amethyst its color, and which, when
altered by heat treating (to 500° Celsius), may become
Citrine.

Metaphysically, Citrine is a “Solar Plexus Chakra
energizing” stone, and is said to confer dignity and a
sense of self-worth on the wearer.

As a gemstone, 1t has frequently been sold as “Spanish
Topaz,” but is easily distinguished from true Topaz,
both by specific gravity (Topaz being much heavier,
having a Specific Gravity of 3.49), and hardness,
(Topaz is harder, having a Mohs’ hardness of §).

But whether naturally occurring or developed by heat
treating Amethyst, it 1s a good looking stone, and a
favorite of the lapidary since it cuts well, polishes
beautifully, and is quite durable. All in all, a worthy
addition to anyone’s stock of costume jewelry,
whether a birthstone or not.

Sources:
Prinz et al, Simon and Schuster’s Guide to Rocks and
Minerals, NY, Simon & Schusier, 1953

Sinkankas, John, Mineralogy, 4 First Course, Princeton,
NJ, D. Van Nostrand, 1966

Verrill, A. H., Minerals, Metals, and Gems, NY. Grossett &
Dunlap, 1939

If your name is highlighted on your address label, you have not renewed
your membership. Please mail dues to museum with attention to the
membership chairman. Also, please fill out the membership form from
the September newsletter.

Thank you, Mary Bedrick, membership chairman
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Fred Plesner, President

Most of you know me. Some of you know me by sight
and I suppose some of vou don't know me at all. So I
suppose an introduction is in order.

I was born in Columbus, Ohio, so I am a buckeye by
birth. I was born into a large family (the 2nd of six
children) and moved to Panama City, Florida in 1942
so 1 consider mysell a Floridian. Like many young
men of that era (the 50s) 1 enlisted in the Military
where 1 served as a Surveyor in the Army, returned
home to attend Gulf Coast Junior College and not
having learned my lesson I then enlisted in the Air
Force where 1 served as a Personnel Technician.

Upon returning home again 1 became a city fireman
for Panama City, Florida. It was during this period
that I met my wife (Dean) of 41 years. After 5 vears of
Service I quit my job and went to work for American
Cyanamid Co. I retired as a Lab. Tech. from the
company after 27 years of service.

Dean and I are the proud parents of two sons and a
new granddaughter.

Some of my other interests include history and
geography. I have served for two years on the board of
directors of the Macon County Historical Society and
as your publicity chairman for four years. In addition I
have been your Gemboree Chairman for two years and
am a past president.

October 1s a very busy month and much of it is
worked short handed. T do hope that each of vou will
continue to contribute generously of your time and
talents because we still have to staff the museum for
October and put on another Gemboree. 1 look forward
to a good working relationship with each of you and [
will be calling many of you for assistance, advice and
your time.

Our October program will be a show and tell so please
bring something vou have made or collected. That
includes your mistakes. This will enable us to avoid
vour mistakes. We would certainly like to see the
work our new members have produced.

Fred Plesner
President
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ROSIE, WHERE DID You,
GET THIS GEODE 7

Work Shop

In the library room we have
three faceting machines.
Ray Behr is holding classes
for Chris Vendrell. Hope to
see a finished stone at our
"show and tell" meeting in
October.

Our third wire wrap class, v i-Town Rockhoumd 209

held on September 10th,

"how to make a pendant" was taught by Debra and
Elizabeth Siegfried assisted by Dean Plesner and
Doris Smith. Attending the class were Gloria Durfey,
Linda and Ray Behr, Sharon John, Al Sizemore and
Maggie Vendrell Looking forward to seeing these
beautiful creations.

The next Wire Wrap class will be on Saturday
October 15th at 10 am. Linda Smith, assisted by
Doris 3mith will show how to make an Egyptian
Earring and also a cage wrap necklace. Students can
bring their own stone or buy one from Linda. Wire
Wrapping has been a big hit with our club.

It’s not to late to join the fun
Wally Smith, workshop manager

e

Newsletter articles
deadline is

November 1. j
N

Thanks to all the
members that Thelped
with our club’s FIRST
participation in  the
“After 57 for Business
¢ members of the
5 Chamber of Commerce
{(of which we are a
member). People who
NEVER  wvisited our
museum were  s0

impressed and happy to sec it for their first time.




THE MOUNTAIN GEM

OCTOBER 2005

The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board Meeting of September 20, 2005
{Condensed for publication)

The meeting was called to order by Linda Behr,
President, at 6:30 p.m. Present were: Ray Behr, Dean
and Fred Plesner, Jack Jungles, Bruce Siegfried, Linda
Smith, Claire Miller, Mary Bedrick, Wally and Doris
Smith. Three new Board Members were also present:
Sharon John, Don Smith and Maggie Vendrell. Absent
were: Ted Robles and Barbara Wing,

Treasurer’s Report by Ray Behr: total inflow
of $1.546.72, minus total outflow of $931.84; net
income of $614.88. Current CD will be cashed for
museum repairs. Leftover money will be put into a
new CD. A detailed report is on file.

Motion made for a credit account with the
Franklin Office & Art Supply. Motion passed.

Museum report by Jack Jungles: Dan and
Linda Bibb donated air purifiers for the museum.
These machines are NOT to be turned off In
gratitude, the Board voted to give them a $50.00
certificate to The Dillard House.

Clean up of the museum 1s scheduled for
Wednesday, the 28™ We need 3-4 people for two
shifts, 9-noon and 4-6 pm. in preparation for
“Business After Hours” on the 29" We will need lots
of finger food and hosts for the museum.

The Seagul School students will be here on
October 4-6. We need hosts for the museum and
demonstrators to go to Rose Creek Convention Center.

Corresponding Secretary report by Dean
Plesner: Sent thank you card to Kim Cochran for
being our guest speaker at the August meeting. Thank
yvou sent to Linda and Dan Bibb for the air purifiers. A
memorial card sent to Rhoda Haber in memory of her
husband, Mel Haber. A get well card was sent to Dave
Snyder because of his car accident.

Library report by Dean Plesner: A new
logbook has been set up to check out a magazine or
video. The new wire-wrapping magazine has arrived.

OLD BUSINESS

Installation banquet will be held at the Party
Zone on Thursday, September 22" a1 6:30 p.m. Debra
Siegfried is in charge of door prizes. Evervone is to
bring a covered dish. The board members will help
with the clean up.

The RICOH copier will be donated to the local
Crisis Pregnancy office.

On September 29" the museum will host the
“After 57 with the Chamber of Commerce. We will
use Wally Smith’s large tent and Maggie Vendrell’s
smaller tent. Set up at 3 p.m. and food at 4:30 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS

Businesses in town will be setting up street
decorations for the fall season. Our museum will put
OUt QU SCarecrow.

Gemboree report by Fred Plesner: The trailer
needs a new jack. The estimate 1s about $120 from
Angling Classic Cars. Motion passed.

Pumpkin Fest will be the weekend of our
Gemboree. We will need extra hosts for the museum
during Pumpkin Fest. The following weekend the
town merchants will give out candy.

Wally Smith will order wire for wire wrap
classes. Linda Smith will be workshop assistant.

Board voted on ballot of officers for the Chamber
of Commerce: Gale Harris, Debbie Miller, Ralph
Morris, Rick Neal, and Linda Schlot. The ballot was
hand delivered by Dean Plesner to the Chamber.

Received card from Nancy Roof thanking us for
the memorial video in memory of her husband
Received a thank you letter from the Cherokee Creek
Bovs School with letters from the boys.

Ebay® classes will be offered at SCC in Macon
in November for anyvone who wants to learn how to
order and sell on eBay®. The teacher is very easy to
understand.

Date for “End of Year” party will be December
6", Tuesday at 6 p.m. (NOTE CHANGE IN DATE
AND TIME.)

The next board meeting will be October 11™ at
6:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dean Plesner, Corresponding Secretary






