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\s/:egreetp.-;re;S| den ghliail)\ln John 369-0161 Email for the Society is.
Treasurer Bruce Siegfried 349-3877 franklingemsociety @fastmail.fm
Assistant Treasurer Ray Behr 349-0827
Director (2009) Wally Smith 369-7695
Director (2009) John Hayes 524-8062 2008-2009
Director (2010) GloriaDurfey 524-9913 Committee Chairmen
Director (2010) Elizabeth Siegfried 349-3877
Budget & Finance Bruce Siegfried 349-3877
++++++++++++++++ Ray Behr 349-0827
Museum Managers Constitution/By-Laws OPEN
Door Prizes OPEN
** M useum Manager Ray Behr 349-0827  Field Trips John Hayes 524-8062
Museum Ass’t. Mgr. Rick Sweeney 369-0588  Gemboree Fred Plesner 349-4224
**Curator Mary Bedrick 349-1696  Gemboree Ass’t. Jack Jungles 369-6664
Curator Ass’t. Sharon John 369-0161  Historian Sharon John 369-0161
Marilyn Kolle 407-462-3311  Librarian Dean Plesner 349-4224
**Gift Shop. Debra Siegfried 349-3877  Membership Linda Behr 349-0827
Ass’t. Gift Shop Gail Anderson 369-8313  **Publications Linda Behr 349-0827
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 369-7695  Publicity Fred Plesner 349-4224
Ass’t. Workshop Mgr.  Linda Smith 342-1562  Programs Linda Smith 342-1562
Calendar Chairman Fran Rasmusson 349-1649  Refreshments Frances Martinelli 349-9182
Scholarships Henry Stelline 332-0881
** \/oting members on the Board Education Debra Siegfried 349-8377

** \/oting members on the Board

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogica Societies. Mailing address is Franklin Gem Museum, 25 Phillips Street, Franklin,
N.C., 28734. Museum telephone number is. (828) 369-7831, website: www.fgmm.org. A schedule of our
monthly meetings is on the back cover of The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s webpage of the
monthly newsletter. We meet at the Macon County Community Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome.

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a close association of those persons who are interested in the
study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sciences and arts related to them. We are a working organization that
operates and maintains The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL MUSEUM isunder the direction of the Board of Directors of
The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.

The Society and Museum are self-supporting on a 100% volunteer basis.

The museum is open May 1 through October 31.

Monday through Friday noon- 4 p.m.; Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

November through April: Saturday 11 am.-3 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the society is $10.00 per year per person; $3.00 per year, juniors (pebble pups).
Non-member subscription to The Mountain Gemis $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain Gem, Editor: Linda Behr; Editorial Assistant: Elizabeth Siegfried. Articles written by
members of our club may be borrowed provided credit is given to the author and The Mountain Gem.
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General Meeting

Date: February 26, 2009
Day: Thursday

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Where:  Macon County

Community Center on
441South
Program: Anniversary Celebration

March Birthdays

2 — Shirley Burley

8- Diane Aidllo

12 - Elyse Haber Freedman
14 — John Speer

24 - Gary Gaetano

27 — GloriaDurfey

March Anniversaries

4 — Nathan & Barbara Tartak
8 — Diane Aidlo

12 — John & Dorothy Crawford
27 — John & Nancy Speer
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Tom Sterrett, President

You’re probably wondering what the Vice
President is doing writing the President’s column. At
a caled special meeting of the Board of Directors
February 2, 2009, the Board accepted David
Notestine’s letter of resignation as President. Thus,
the position has been passed to me.

While our year so far has had some spirited
discussion on the direction of our club, | would like us
to focus on a core value of our club: education. The
Franklin Gem & Mineral Society has been actively
keeping Franklin known as the “Gem Capital of the
World” and I believe we need to keep that emphasis
front and center. We should concentrate on spreading
the word about the wonderful world of rocks and
gems to our community and to all those who visit
here.

Our work has been progressing rather smoothly
with a lot of activity at the museum. Mary Bedrick
and Sharon John are hard at work doing specimen
inventory and cataloging. Debra Siegfried is readying
our gift shop for the masses. Ray Behr is keeping up
with the repair and maintenance on our 1850s building
and could always use help with the constant upkeep.
Several folks are hosting consistently on Saturdays at
the museum. A big thank you to them and everyone
else actively involved with our club.

For this year, let’s all try to help out more with
club activities. Volunteering is easy, even | do it!
When the signup sheets are passed at our meetings,
please sign up to help with the needs at hand.
Remember, the club belongs to al of us and we are
well known for our volunteering spirit. We even have
won an award for it!

There is still an opening for our Education
Committee Chair position. It’s not a stressful position,
but one of great importance to our club. This position
helps coordinate school groups and museum tours,
lapidary demonstrations by our members, and the
overall promotion of our club and museum. (This
position is now filled.)

Please volunteer this year so we all can enjoy our
hobby, our club and our museum.

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin
Board M eeting of January 26, 2009

The January 2009 Board meeting was called to
order at 6:30 p.m. by President David Notestine, in
the Museum meeting room.

Present were: David Notestine, Gail Notestine,
Gloria Durfey, Linda Behr, Ray Behr, John Hayes,
Tom Sterrett, Elizabeth Siegfried, Bruce Siegfried
and Shar on John.
= Treasurer: Bruce Siegfried reported atotal inflow

of $891.55, a total outflow of $2,708.29 and an
overall tota of -$1,816.74 for the month of
November 2008. For December 2008 there was a
total inflow of $33.11, a total outflow of $428.32
and an overal deficit of $98.21. John Hayes and
Bruce drafted anew and easier cash sheet to be used
when the Museum is open for business. There will
be a change made on the member discount to 10%
off the first $10.00 in sales and in increments of
$10.00. Prices have changed on all books in the Gift
Shop to a dollar amount only so as to decrease the
amount of coins in the register. (Cont’d)
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Board Meeting cont’d

* President: David Notestine read the motion for
the Director Liability clause and it will be voted
upon at the General Meeting.

* We need to form a new Accounting Compliance
Committee—it will be Ray Behr, Bruce Siegfried
and Gail Notestine.

= Secretary: Sharon John had nothing to report.

* Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that a
fixture in the Macon County Library’s display case
was replaced and that Mary Bedrick and Sharon
John are doing an inventory of all specimens in the
Museum.

= A very lively discussion took place and David

Notestine verbaly resigned---------- Tom Sterrett

stepped up as president and continued with the club

business.

Craft night will be on February 6™ 2009.

The Mountain Gem deadline is February 6.

Field Trip: John Hayes had nothing to report.

Publicity: Fred Plesner has several members
signed up to give lectures to groups. We will need
more brochures by the spring.

= Gloria Durfey suggested that we obtain more
door prizesfor the End of the Y ear Party.

= Gloria made a motion to table the grant
applications for right now and John Hayes seconded
it. Motion passed.

= At the Nashville SFMS annual meeting, they
voted to increase dues in 2010 by 25 cents. We may
have to increase our dues also because of increased
cost of paper, ink, stamps and SFM S dues.

= The semi-annual SFMS meeting will be at
William Holland on June 19" and 20" and the
annual meeting will be on September 18" through
the 20" in Jacksonville, Florida. All are welcome.

= Jan Roblesresigned as Constitution and By Laws
Chair person.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Sharon John, secretary

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin
General Meeting of January 29, 2009

The January 2009 General Meeting of the Gem
and Mineral Society was called to order by interim
President Tom Sterrett at 6:35 p.m.

There were no changes or additions to last month’s
minutes as printed in the Mountain Gem.

There were 7 guests and 24 members present.

Bruce Siegfried, Elizabeth Siegfried, Fred
Plesner, Gloria Durfey, Ted Robles and Linda Behr
all received awards from the SFMS for 2007 article

printed in The Mountain Gem. (Refer to page 3 for

details.)

1. Acting as President, Tom Sterrett read the
Director of Liability motion. Page 5, Article 5, #9, in
Congtitution By Laws Standing Rules Code of
Ethics (from October 25, 2007). This is the final
presentation and called for vote. Motion passed.

It isasfollows:

“No person Who is serving or served as a director or

member of the Society shall be personally liable for

any action for monetary damages for breach of his or
her duty as a director or member, except with respect
to North Carolina Statute G.S 55A-28.1 or G.S 55A-

28.2. Neither the amendment nor repeal of this

paragraph, nor the adoption of any provision

inconsistent with this paragraph, shall eliminate or

reduce the protection afforded by this paragraph, to a

director or member of the club with respect to any

matter which occurred, or any cause of action, suit or
claim.”

2. Debra Siegfried made a motion to rescind the
recently added “Museum Accident Policy” and
Linda Smith seconded the motion. Motion passed.

3. Treasurer: Bruce Siegfried reported atotal inflow
of $891.55, a total outflow of $2,708.29 and an
overal deficit of $1,816.74 for the month of
November 2008. For December 2008, there was a
total inflow of $330.11, atotal outflow of $428.32
and an overall deficit of $98.21

4. Museum Manager: Ray Behr reported that there
are inventories going on in the Museum. The Gift
Shop is being inventoried by Gail Anderson and
Debra Siegfried, The specimen cases are being
done by Mary Bedrick and Sharon John and the
fixtures and equipment being done by Ray Behr
and Bruce Siegfried.

5. People are needed for hosting on Saturdays—
won’t you please give four hours of your time?
Repairs need to be done to the front entrance
threshold. Lights in the gift shop need to be
upgraded, as they are many decades old. We will
need help to replace the fixtures.

6. Workshop: Linda Smith reported that Craft Night
will be on February 6™ at 6:30 p.m. Come on out
and have agood time!

7. Library: Dean Plesner reported that a book
entitted Rocks and Fossils will be added to our
library as a memorial to Ted Robles and money
given to the Macon County Library for another
book in his memory.

8. Gift Shop: Debra Siegfried reported that this past
year is the first year that the Museum has been
opened every Saturday. (cont’d to page 3)
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General Meeting cont’d

Jan Robles and Gail Anderson have been helping
Debra to change prices on merchandise; they are also
working on their inventory.

8. Debra plans to work on the display case at the
Macon County Library—members are welcome to
display their specimen in the library. Contact her.

9. We want to thank Frances Martinelli for the
refreshments that she brings to the Genera
Meetings.

10. Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that the Museum
received a Legacy award from the Chamber of
Commerce. He aso received a thank you card
from the Boy Scouts for doing a demonstration for
them.

11. Field Trips: John Hayes reported that hopefully
there will be afield trip to the Mincey Mine in the
future.

12. Henry Stelline is now our new Scholarship
Chairman---thank you Henry!

13. Please continue to save stamps as the SFMS uses
those stamps for scholarships to youths that are
under 18 years of age.

Next month is our Anniversary party!
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Refreshments were served and a movie about lapis

was watched.

Respectfully submitted
Sharon John, secretary

Newsletter deadline is
Friday, March 9

Special Board Meeting
February 2, 2009

A Special Board meeting was called by Vice-
President Tom Sterrett for Monday February 2, 2009
6:30 p.m.

Present were: Tom Sterrett, Bruce Siegfried,
Fred Plesner, Ray Behr, Linda Behr, John Hayes,
Elizabeth Siegfried, Debra Siegfried, Mary Bedrick
and Sharon John. Absent was Gloria Durfey and
Wally Smith.

All Board members received a letter of resignation
from David Notestine and the Board agreed to accept
the resignation from the club for David Notestine.

Thank you Tom Sterrett for stepping in and
taking over at a very stressful time. The following
items were discussed:

1. We need to make sure al documents are in
one place.

2. We do not need a business license, as we are
anon-profit club.

3. Because of the nature of David’s letter of
resignation, we decided that we should talk to
an attorney to make sure the club is in
compliance with all issues.

4. Ray Behr made a motion to table any grants
and fun raising chair committee and chair
person. Motion carried.

5. All bookkeeping books are in order, but if
any one has doubts, Bruce Siegfried will go
over anything that needs to be reviewed.

6. Brucehasgotten all or most of the financial
forms that we need.

7. Ray Behr isworking on the donation box.

8. LindaBehr isworking on the changesin the
Congtitution and By-Laws.

9. All inventories should be done by spring.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted
Sharon John, secretary

2007 SFMSWinners

Linda Behr, editor 2™ place for

July Issue

Jan Robles accepting for Ted for “Honorable
Mention”; November’s Mystical Birthstone-Pear|

Bruce Siegfried for “Honorable Mention”;
Metaphors and Smiles

Elizabeth Siegfried for Junior First Place, From
Trash to Treasure

Fred Plesner for Sixth Place Article; Mica and
Mica Mining

Gloria Durfey for “Honorable Mention”;
The Discovery of Gold”

large bu

lin”.;
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Be Safe— Be Well
Safety Committee — Don Monroe, Chairman

(Don would like to dedicate this article to Ted
Robles who passed away December 27, 2008. Ted
did so much for his Franklin, NC club and the
SFMS. He was also a writer of note.)

ViaLodestar January 2009

Listen to your Gut

This is sort of an inelegant phrase but we do
hear it used often. We dl receive messages or
thoughts from time to time that probably come from
our brain. Regardless of the source, it is important
that you listen. How many times have you said such
things as “I meant to do something about that” or “I
thought about that the other day” but never did
anything about the situation? Many of our “gut”
messages relate to our heath or our safety or our
well being and we need to recognize them and
respond or react.

I cannot tell you what your “gut” is telling you
but I will list some suggestions or categories that
may provoke thought and create a dialog between
you and your brain.

Category 1 is your home which can be the most
hazardous place in the world. The home is where so
many accidents and injuries occur.

Think about the following:

e Your airsand stair railings

e Your eectrica system and lightning protection
e Your fire extinguishers and your smoke, carbon
monoxide and radon detectors

e Your chimneys and flues

e Your floors and tripping hazards

e Your fire exits and security systems

Category 2 is your persona health and physica
condition:

e Your vision and your footwear

¢ What about your weight, blood pressure, blood
sugar and hearing? (And eyesight LODESTAR-
editor)

Category 3 includes your hobbies and the things
you do for fun:

e What is the condition of your equipment and
tools?

e Isyour work space clean and orderly? | know, |
know. | just stopped preaching and started meddling
but it is something to think about.

Category 4 includes your means of transportation:

e Most of us own vehicles of various sorts. Are
they al in good condition?

e Inthis category | include bicycles, motorcycles,
and scooters. Do you religiously wear your helmet?
We have one son whom we refer to as the helmet
policeman. Do not get caught riding anything
without the proper helmet or you will receive a
severe tongue-lashing. I can’t argue with him
because heis absolutely right.

Category 5 deals with your finances, and normally |
would not go into this but times are difficult and
reguire diligence and care:

e The security of our money must be on the top
of our list.

e Credit cards. Most of us have at least one or
more and we are targets for those who would steal
fromus.

e Last item on my list is a Will and we cannot
ignore the importance of planning for when we are
no longer around.

| know this has been boring and | have only
subjected you to this presentation because | really
feel that there is “stuff” that we need to think about
even if we do not want to.

Member News:

Bill Kennedy is recovering nicely
since his open-heart surgery. He’s
back to driving.

Della Samud fell last year and
broke her hip. If I reported this before, it’s worth
repeating. She is doing so much better and is able to
get around without a walker. We al look forward to
her return.

Doris Smith is still trying to recover from the food
poisoning that happened after she returned to Forida.

Frances Martinelli had her arm in a cast during
the General Meeting but had help from JoDawn, her
granddaughter. What a nice sight to see.

Several club members are visiting out of town
family. We hope to hear about it when they
return...don’t we just love our grandkids???

(Let me know what’s happening with
you. Remember that we’re more like a
fam ly that an organi zation.)




