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;Date: May 25

: Day: Thursday

: Time: 6:30 p.m.

: Where: Macon County
Community Bldg.
Highway 441 South

Cancer’s Birthstone - Carnelian
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem

Carnelian is cryptocrystalline quartz (Silicon
Dioxide), varying in color from pale yellow to
brown, the most valued being red-orange to red. It
is relatively light, Specific Gravity being 2.5; the
color is caused by iron oxide (hematite), or
hydroxide (“Limonite”). It has no cleavage;
fracture is conchoidal, luster is waxy or greasy to
vitreous. It takes a high polish and is often used as
beads, particularly in the ubiquitous “Beggar
beads.” Historically it was used in the manufacture
of “Seals” and was allegedly the odom, or first
stone of Aaron’s breastplate. Metaphysically it
cleanses the blood and kidneys, and stimulates
energy and appetite (both physical and emotional).
It helps in acclimating to ones” surroundings and is
instrumental in achieving success, whether in career
or interpersonal relationships. It is alleged to be
helpful in the achievement of any goal whatsoever,

in the West Room
Program: Auction
/Silent Auction
(with lots of fun!)
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June Celebrations
Birthdays

2 — Winnie Ketcham

6 — Kay Kennedy and has been much used in ritual magic, since it
9 - Matt Tari : brings fire and energy and opens the heart, causing
13 — Sandra Moccia / joy and laughter. It has been used as a talisman for
14 — Amy Ramer millennia, usually with some form of engraving,
18 — Vivian Donikowski c/i\O having been worn by illustrious figures from
18 — Doris Smith Mohammed to Napoleon, as far back as ancient
21 — Georgia-Marie Goldstein Babylon, and up to the present. Since it is a durable

stone, capable of taking and retaining a high polish,
its popularity is quite understandable, and it is a
poor jewel chest indeed which has no examples of

Anniversaries this stone, whether it has the claimed virtues or not.
10 - Arlon & Sonja Eldridge Sources:
12 — Joe & Judy Pinkous
24 — Lee & Shirley Burley Kunz, G. F.: The Curious Lore of Precious Stones;

Dover, N.Y. 1941

Prinz et als: Simon & Schuster’s Guide to Rocks
and Minerals[ N.Y. 1978

www.crystalcavern.com

Please contact Mary Bedrick with your auction
items. We need your help to make this
a fund raising event!
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Fred Plesner, President

Wasn’t that a great sendoff for Rick and Shirley
Baughman? I know that they appreciated it and they
deserved it. We had a larger than expected turnout
considering that most of our Floridians have yet to
return.

Now that the goodbyes have been said, we wish them
the best as they step forward into a new beginning,
They left large shoes to be filled so it will probably
take several people stepping forward to fill them. We
wish Rick and Shirley the very best and much
happiness.

The workers have finished all the electrical hookups to
the new air conditioning system and I just can’t
believe how quiet the system is and how efficiently it
is operating. The new system has preset electronic
controls. We have stepped into the 21* Century with
the most efficient technology available. Hot days
should no longer be a bother.

We still need hosts for the museum. Please come by
the museum and signup to host. You will enjoy your
visit and it will save our calendar chairman, Belinda
McGuire, a lot of time and effort in trying to reach
everyone by telephone. It’s your museum and club
house - make good use of it.

May is auction month. Get those items in so that we
can organize them. They don’t have to be mineral in
nature: a lamp, an old fan, it won’t matter. The
proceeds will benefit the museum and our Society.

I am looking for a few good people to fill several
positions within the Society. If you want to be in the
forefront of what’s going on, call me and I will fill
you in.
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A CHAIN LETTER

If you are unhappy with your editor, just copy this
letter and send it to SIX (6) other clubs. Then, bundle
your editor and send him / her to the club that heads
the list.

Add your own club’s name and address to the
bottom of the list. Within one month you will receive
16,436 Editors! one of them ought to be a dandy!

WARNING: Do not break the chain. One club did

and got their old editor back!
From Chips & Facets 12/92
The Calgary Lapidary Journal 5-06

How My Life Has Changed
By Debra Siegfried, Assistant Treasurer and Board Member

On a cold day the first week of February 1979, we
loaded an antique Coca-Cola® cooler, into a small
Uhaul® truck. The contents of that Coca Cola®
cooler — my husbands rock collection. Bruce, Debra
and our 2-year-old daughter Lisa were on our way to
Adel, Ga.

Let me tell you, there are no rocks and minerals in
southern Georgia. So every vacation for the next 21
years centered around rocks. I used to sit in the van
and read books while Bruce and Lisa would enjoy
themselves at the Franklin mines. 1 would tag along
to the caverns and even picked up a few of my own
little pieces of petrified wood outside the Petrified
Forest in Arizona. I sweated out many a rock show in
Spruce Pine and Franklin. I lived through washing my
hair and bathing in a washbasin of cold water at the
Quartzite Pow Wow on three different occasions.

Eventually our cars sat outside in all types of
weather, because Bruce’s rock collection grew and
grew. Our garage filled up with the most unusual rock
cabinets: antique file cabinets, old library card files
and tool boxes-five feet tall. But my interest was not
piqued.

When our house sold unexpectedly, we wondered
where would we go? Seattle to our daughters? No, if
we did that she would probably move East. To
Pennsylvania where we were raised? No, things have
changed so much over the past 35 years that we would
not be happy there. So we checked out Ohio. “No, |
won’t live in the middle of a cornfield”’, Bruce said.

So we headed to North Carolina. I think it was the
rocks calling, “Bruce come to North Carolina, you can
find all the rocks you want right here.”

Joining the Franklin Gem and Mineral Society was
the first thing we did. 1 was horrified when I was
given a bottle of Windex® and a roll of paper towels
and told to clean the beautiful gem and mineral
specimens at the Museum. [ knew nothing when a
hundred kids came and expected stories about the
1850 jail our museum is housed in. I listened to every
story Rick Baughman, Maurice Phillippe, and Dave
Snyder told, hoping to pick up little tidbits to share
with the children. Here I was assigned to the Macon
County room, where was my husband the rock
collector? Working of course.

Elizabeth our second daughter was nine years old
when we moved to Franklin. Of course, she had been
exposed to every field trip and cut her tecth on
Daddy’s rocks. 1 think most of the Senior Club
members have been partial to her. They have
encouraged her in every possible way to turn her
hobby into an art. (cont’d)
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How My Life (cont’d)

After being club treasurer, gift shop manager,
assistant treasurer and educational director for many
years, I have to be pulled away from every field trip,
gem show, and rock program there is. I have also
enjoyed four classes at Willlam Holland and
Wildacres and have two scheduled for this summer.
So, I have come a long way from sitting in the back of
the van reading.

The Franklin Gem and Mineral Society Board
Meeting of April 25, 2006

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Franklin
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by
President Fred Plesner at 6:30 p.m. on April 25, 2006,
at the home of Fred and Dean Plesner. Present were:
Debra Siegfried, Dean Plesner, Ray Behr, Linda Behr,
Mary Bedrick, Ted Robles, Jack Jungles, Linda Smith,
and Maggie Vendrell, absent was Sharon John.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Behr reported a total
income of $149.21. Major items included $55.00 for
wire wrapping class, $36.00 for gift shop sales and
$23.00 for jewelry raffle. Total expenses were
$7.079.96, which included $6,290.00 for renovations
and $249.25 for utilities, leaving a total deficit of
$6,930.75.

Museum: Jack Jungles reported that electrical work
is still underway with heating and air work to follow.
Mary Bedrick is coordinating cleaning and will
announce at the general meeting that volunteers are
needed to help with general cleaning and moving
cabinets. Due to this the museum opening will be
delayed until May 8" We will explain about the
renovations to a field trip group of 102 people that
will visit the museum on May 6" if all is not in order
by then. A sign up sheet for hosts will be available at
the next general meeting.

All a/c wall units will be removed tomorrow and have
already been assigned along with some of the portable
heaters. A sign up sheet for hosts will be available at
the next general meeting.

As members of The Streets of Franklin, the Streets of
Franklin and the Garden Club are to provide flowers
for the pots in the front of the museum.

Librarian: Dean Plesner presented the book on
petrified wood that is the latest addition to our library.
The book will also be displayed at the General
Meeting for members to preview.

Publicity: Ted Robles sent notices to the local press.
He has also written an article on the Ammolite
specimens that are on display at the museum that he
will submit for publication in the local papers and our
newsletter.

Editor: Linda Behr still needs articles from Board
members. Jack Jungles will try to write one.

Workshop: Linda Smith reported that workshops
would be scheduled in June after the museum is back
in order.

Gemboree: Fred Plesner reported there would be 18
dealers set up in the gym area. We will have space
available for display, raffle ticket sales and possibly
demonstrations. Hosts will be needed. The Chamber
of Commerce has provided us with “frec admission™
vouchers.

Education: Debra Siegfried reported that on May 1*
there would be a small group of eight children and
eight adults visiting the museum. We will be visiting
tl}}ils same group at the school in Bryson City on May
8"

Gift Shop: Doris and Wally Smith have returned and
will have the shop cleaned and ready by May 6™

Old Business

Display at Macon Bank will be taken down next
Friday morning,

Courthouse display will be set up in similar fashion to
the current display at Macon Bank.

The jail key will be hung up for display after order has
been restored in the museum.

It was confirmed that Alex Solimine would present the
October program.

Donations are need for the May auction.
New Business
Belinda McGuire and Debra Siegfried will go

shopping for door prizes.
(cont’d)

Newsletter deadline 1s
June 7th.







